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Representati ve Reeves To: Constitution

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 20

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON PROPOSI NG AN AMENDMENT TO SECTI ON
171, M SSI SSI PPl CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890, TO REQUI RE PERSONS ELECTED
TO THE OFFI CE OF JUSTI CE COURT JUDGE TO HAVE BEEN A PRACTI ClI NG
ATTORNEY FOR AT LEAST FI VE YEARS UNLESS HE OR SHE SERVED OR WAS
ELECTED TO THE OFFI CE OF JUSTI CE COURT JUDGE BEFORE JANUARY 1,
2006; TO AUTHORI ZE THE MAXIMUM CI VIL JURI SDI CTI ON I N JUSTI CE COURT
TO BE ESTABLI SHED BY GENERAL LAW AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T RESOLVED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That the followi ng anendnment to the M ssissipp
Constitution of 1890 is proposed to the qualified electors of the
state.

Amend Section 171, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, to read
as foll ows:

"Section 171. A conpetent nunber of justice court judges and
constabl es shall be chosen in each county in the manner provided
by law, but not |less than two (2) such judges in any county, who
shall hold their office for the termof four (4) years. Each
justice court judge shall have resided two (2) years in the county

next preceding his selection and shall have been a practicing

attorney for at least five (5) years unless he shall have served

as a justice court judge or been elected to the office of justice

court judge prior to January 1, 2006. * * *

The maxi mumcivil jurisdiction of the justice court shal
extend to causes in which the principal anbunt in controversy is
* * * guch * * * anmpunt as may be prescribed by law. The justice
court shall have jurisdiction concurrent with the circuit court
over all crines whereof the punishnent prescribed does not extend

beyond a fine and inprisonnment in the county jail; but the
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Legi sl ature nay confer on the justice court exclusive jurisdiction
in such petty m sdeneanors as the Legislature shall see proper.

In all causes tried in justice court, the right of appeal
shal |l be secured under such rules and regul ations as shall be
prescribed by law, and no justice court judge shall preside at the
trial of any cause where he may be interested, or the parties or
either of themshall be connected with himby affinity or
consangui nity, except by the consent of the justice court judge
and of the parties.

All reference in the Mssissippi Code to justice of the peace
shal |l nmean justice court judge."

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this proposed anendnent shall be
submtted by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors at
an election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday
of Novenber 2006, as provided by Section 273 of the Constitution
and by general |aw

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the expl anation of this proposed
anendnent for the ballot shall read as follows: "This proposed
constitutional anmendnent requires persons elected to the office of
justice court judge to have been a practicing attorney for at
| east five years unless he or she served or was elected to the
office of justice court judge before January 1, 2006. The
anmendnent al so authorizes the maximumcivil jurisdiction in
justice court to be established by general |aw"

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Attorney General of the
State of M ssissippi shall submt this resolution, inmediately
upon approval by the Legislature, to the Attorney CGeneral of the
United States or to the United States District Court for the
District of Colunbia in accordance with the provisions of the

Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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