M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Represent ati ve Denny To: Constitution

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 7

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON PROPOSI NG AN AMENDMENT TO SECTI ON
241, M SSI SSI PPl CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890, TO DELETE THE ENUMERATI ON
OF SPECI FI C OFFENSES, CONVI CTI ON OF WHI CH W LL PRECLUDE A PERSON
FROM BEI NG DECLARED A QUALI FI ED ELECTOR; TO PROVI DE THAT A PERSON
SHALL BE DI SQUALI FI ED AS AN ELECTOR UPON CONVI CTI ON OF A FELONY I N
TH' 'S STATE OR ANOTHER JURI SDI CTI QN; TO PROVI DE THAT A PERSON WHO
WAS DI SQUALI FI ED AS AN ELECTOR UPON CONVI CTI ON OF A FELONY SHALL
HAVE H S RI GHAT TO VOTE RESTORED UPON COWVPLETI ON OF HI S SENTENCE,
PROBATI ON, PARCLE, ANY COURT- ORDERED RESTI TUTI ON AND ALL OTHER
PENALTI ES AND CONDI TI ONS | MPCGSED UPON HI M OR HER FOR THE
CONVI CTI ON; TO REPEAL SECTI ON 253, M SSI SSI PPl CONSTI TUTI ON OF
1890, THAT AUTHORI ZES THE LEG SLATURE TO RESTORE SUFFRAGE; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

l.

Amend Section 241, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, to read
as foll ows:

"Section 241. (1) Every inhabitant of this state, except
idiots and insane persons, who is a citizen of the United States
of Anmerica, eighteen (18) years old and upward, who has been a
resident of this state for one (1) year, and for one (1) year in
the county in which he offers to vote, and for six (6) nonths in
the el ection precinct or in the incorporated city or town in which

he offers to vote, and who is duly registered as provided in this

article, and who has never been convicted in a court of this state

or any other state or in any federal court of any offense which is

a felony under the laws of the jurisdiction in which the

conviction occurred, is declared to be a qualified elector, except

that he shall be qualified to vote for President and Vice
President of the United States if he nmeets the requirenents
establ i shed by Congress therefor and is otherwi se a qualified

el ector. However, a person disqualified as an el ector by reason

of a conviction of any offense either before or after the
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anendnent to this section by House Concurrent Resolution No.

2006 Regul ar Sessi on becones effective, shall be declared a

qualified el ector upon conpletion of his sentence, probation,

parol e, any court-ordered restitution and all other penalties and

conditions inposed for the conviction, if the person is otherw se

a qualified elector under this section.

(2) The provisions of this section do not disqualify a

person as an elector if the person was convicted before

ratification of House Concurrent Resolution No. , 2006 Regul ar

Session, of an offense that did not disqualify a person as an

el ector under the provisions of this Constitution in effect

i medi ately before the ratification of House Concurrent Resol ution

No. , 2006 Regul ar Session."

(I

Section 253, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, which reads as
fol | ows:

"Section 253. The Legislature may, by a two-thirds (2/3)
vote of both houses, of all nenbers elected, restore the right of
suffrage to any person disqualified by reason of crine; but the
reasons therefor shall be spread upon the journals, and the vote
shall be by yeas and nays." is repeal ed.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That these proposed anendnents shal
be submtted by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors
at an election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday of Novenber 2006, as provided by Section 273 of the
Constitution and by general law, with the anendnents in this
resol ution being voted on as one anendnent since the proposed
anendnents pertain to one subject.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the expl anation of this proposed
anendnent for the ballot shall read as follows: "This proposed
constitutional amendnent del etes specific offenses, conviction of
which will preclude a person from being declared a qualified

el ector and provides that such person shall be disqualified as an
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el ector upon conviction of a felony. The anendnent al so restores
the right to vote to the disqualified person upon conpletion of
his sentence and any other conditions of the conviction and

del etes the authority of the Legislature to restore a disqualified
el ector's right to vote."

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Attorney General of the
State of M ssissippi shall submt this resolution, inmediately
upon adoption by the Legislature of the State of M ssissippi, to
the Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the

provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and

ext ended.
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