M SSI SSI PPl LEGQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006
By: Representatives Reynolds, Cunmings, To: Judiciary A

Moss, Watson, Robinson (84th), Lane, Moore,
For mby, Jenni ngs

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1693

1 AN ACT PROHI BI TI NG THE DI SRUPTI VE PROTEST AND DESECRATI ON OF
2 A MLITARY FUNERAL, BURI AL SERVI CE, OR MEMORI AL SERVI CE; PROVI DI NG
3 PENALTIES AND Cl VIL REMEDY FOR VI OLATI ONS THEREOF;, AND FOR RELATED
4  PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
6 SECTION 1. (1) For purposes of this section, the follow ng
7 ternms shall have the follow ng neanings:

8 (a) "Funeral cerenpbny"” means a service or rite

9 comenorating the deceased with the body present.

10 (b) "Funeral service" neans any services which may be
11 used to:

12 (i) Care for and prepare dead human bodi es for

13 burial, cremation or other final disposition; and

14 (ii) Arrange, supervise, or conduct the funeral

15 cerenony or the final disposition of dead human bodi es.

16 (c) "Gaveside service" neans a service or rite,

17 conducted at the place of internment, comrenorating the deceased

18 wth the body present.

19 (d) "Menorial service" means a cerenony or rite

20 comrenorating the deceased w thout the body present.

21 (e) "Targeted residential picketing" includes the

22 follow ng acts when comritted on nore than one (1) occasion:

23 (i) Marching, standing or patrolling by one or

24 nore persons directed solely at a particular residential building
25 in a manner that adversely affects the safety, security or privacy
26 of an occupant of the building; or

27 (ii) Marching, standing or patrolling by one or

28 nore persons which prevents an occupant of a residential building
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from gaining access to or exiting fromthe property on which the
residential building is |ocated.

(2) (a) Woever does any of the follow ng shall be guilty
of a m sdeneanor:

(1) Wth intent to disrupt a funeral service,
gravesi de service, nenorial service, or funeral cerenobny, protests
or pickets within 1,000 feet of the location or |ocations at which
the service or cerenony is being conducted within one (1) hour
before, during, and one (1) hour follow ng the service or
cer enony;

(ii1) Wth intent to disrupt a funeral procession
i npedes vehicles that are part of the funeral procession;

(tit) Intentionally blocks access to a funeral
service, funeral cerenony, graveside service or nenorial service;
or

(iv) Engages in targeted residential picketing at
the home or domicile of any surviving nenber of the deceased
person's imediate famly on the date of the service or cerenony,
and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not
nore than Five Hundred Dol | ars ($500.00), or by inprisonnent in
the county jail for not nore than six (6) nonths, or by both such
fine and inprisonnent.

(b) \Whoever is convicted of a second or subsequent
viol ation of paragraph (a) shall be guilty of a gross m sdeneanor,
and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine of not
nore than One Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000.00), or by inprisonnent in
the county jail for not nore than one (1) year, or by both such
fine and inprisonnent. For purposes of this paragraph, a second
or subsequent violation includes a violation of a statute from
another state in conformty with this statute.

(3) In addition to the crimnal penalties provided in

subsection (2) of this section, the court may enjoin conduct

prohi bited in subsection (2) of this section, and may i n such
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proceedi ng award danmages, including attorney fees or other
appropriate relief against a person, if there is credible evidence
that the person has violated, or is likely to violate, subsection
(2) of this section. Any surviving nenber of the deceased
person's imediate famly who is damaged or threatened with | oss
or injury by reason of a violation described in subsection (2) of
this section is entitled to sue for and have injunctive relief and
appropriate renedi al conpensation in any court of conpetent
jurisdiction agai nst any danmage or threatened | oss or injury by
reason of a violation thereof.

SECTION 2. Section 1 of this act shall be codified wthin
Chapter 35, Title 97, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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