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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1691

1 AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 855, LOCAL AND PRI VATE LAWS OF 1992,
2 AS AMENDED BY CHAPTER 925, LOCAL AND PRI VATE LAWS OF 1993, AS
3 AMENDED BY CHAPTER 923, LOCAL AND PRI VATE LAWS OF 1994, TO REVI SE
4 THE DI STRI BUTI ON OF MONI ES DERI VED BY HANCOCK COUNTY FROM THE FEE
5 | MPOSED ON GROSS REVENUE OF CRU SE VESSELS LOCATED | N THE COUNTY
6 AND FROM THE ANNUAL LI CENSE TAX | MPOSED ON GAM NG DEVI CES FOUND ON
7 SUCH CRU SE VESSELS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

8 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
9 SECTION 1. Chapter 855, Local and Private Laws of 1992, as
10 anended by Chapter 925, Local and Private Laws of 1993, as anmended

11 by Chapter 923, Local and Private Laws of 1994, is anended as

12 foll ows:

13 Section 1. The Board of Supervisors of Hancock County may

14 require that every cruise vessel, as defined in Section 27-109-1,
15 M ssissippi Code of 1972, that is located in the county outside

16 the corporate boundaries of any existing nunicipality and on which
17 legal gamng is conducted, pay a fee in an anount not to exceed

18 three and two-tenths percent (3.2% of the gross revenue of that
19 cruise vessel per cal endar nonth.

20 If the anpbunt of fees required to be reported and paid

21 pursuant to this section is |later determined to be greater or |ess
22 than the anpunt actually reported and paid by the crui se vessel,
23 the Chairman of the State Tax Conmi ssion shall:

24 (a) Assess and collect the additional fees determ ned
25 to be due, with interest thereon until paid; or

26 (b) Advise the governing authority to refund any

27 overpaynent, with interest thereon, to the cruise vessel. Interest
28 nust be conputed, until paid, at the rate of one percent (1% per
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nmonth fromthe first day of the first nonth follow ng either the
due date of the additional fee or the date of overpaynent.

The State Tax Comm ssion shall calculate, collect and enforce
the collection of the fee as provided for the cal cul ation,
coll ection and enforcenent of the |icense fee under Section
75-76-177, M ssissippi Code of 1972. Not less than thirty (30)
days before the effective date of the fee, the board of
supervi sors shall furnish the State Tax Comm ssion a certified
copy of the resolution enacting the fee and establishing the
effective date, which shall be the first day of any nonth. The
State Tax Comm ssion shall send the avails of the fee to the
county on or before the tenth day of each nonth follow ng the
month in which the fee was collected. Such nonies shall be
deposited into the county treasury and expended by the county in

the discretion of the board of supervisors.

The board of supervisors may decrease the fee or increase the
fee up to an anobunt equal to, but not exceeding, three and
two-tenths percent (3.2% of the gross revenue of the cruise
vessel s annual ly; however, the board of supervisors nust notify
the |licensed operator of any cruise vessel which wll be affected
by such change not |ess than ninety (90) days before the effective
date of the change, and the operator shall be granted the right to
a hearing with the county before the effective date of the
increase. At the hearing, the operator of the cruise vessel shal
have the right to file any objection to the increase and shall be
entitled to a full hearing on the sane. The State Tax Conmi ssion
shall be notified not less than thirty (30) days before the
effective date of the change.

Section 2. The Board of Supervisors of Hancock County may
i npose an annual license tax not to exceed One Hundred Dol |l ars
($100. 00) upon each gami ng device, as defined in Section
75-76-5(m, M ssissippi Code of 1972, that is * * * on a cruise

vessel which is located in the county outside the corporate
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boundaries of any existing nunicipality and on which | egal gam ng
is conducted. The State Tax Comm ssion shall collect and enforce
the collection of this license tax as provided for other gam ng
fees under the M ssissippi Gamng Control Act. This |license tax
shal |l be due and payabl e before a cruise vessel, as defined in
Section 27-109-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, may |ocate in the
county outside the corporate boundaries of any existing
muni ci pality, or may continue to be docked, as appropriate.
Before the effective date of the |icense tax, the board of
supervi sors shall furnish the State Tax Comm ssion a certified
copy of the resolution enacting the license tax and establi shing
the effective date. The State Tax Comm ssion shall send the
avails of such license tax to the county on or before the tenth
day following the nonth in which the |icense tax was coll ect ed.
Such noni es shall be deposited into the general fund of the
county.

The board of supervisors may change this |icense tax
annual ly; but, the board of supervisors nmust notify the |icensed
operator of any cruise vessel which will be affected by such
change not |l ess than ninety (90) days before the effective date of
the change and the State Tax Conmi ssion not less than thirty (30)
days before the effective date of the change.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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