M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representatives Reynolds, Cunmi ngs, To: Ways and Means
Robi nson (84th), Guice, Mss, Lane, Lott,
Moore, Fornby, Moak, Bentz, Walley, Ward

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1639
(As Passed t he House)

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE A VOLUNTEER FI RE FI GHTER | N ACTI VE
SERVI CE AS A VOLUNTEER FI RE FI GHTER FOR ANY MUNI CI PALI TY, COUNTY
OR FIRE DI STRICT I N THE STATE, UPON APPLI CATI ON FI LED W TH THE
COUNTY FI RE COORDI NATOR, TO RECEI VE A TAX CREDI T AGAI NST AD
VALOREM TAXES DUE ON ONE MOTOR VEHI CLE OMNED BY SUCH PERSON; TO
PROVI DE THAT THE STATE FI RE MARSHAL SHALL PROMULGATE RULES AND
REGULATI ONS TO ASSI ST COUNTY FI RE COORDI NATORS | N DEFI NI NG AND
PRESCRI Bl NG THOSE PERSONS WHO MAY QUALI FY FOR THE TAX CREDI T; TO
PROVI DE THAT THE STATE TAX COW SSI O\, FROM MONI ES MADE AVAI LABLE
10 THROUGH APPROPRI ATI ONS OF THE LEGQ SLATURE, SHALL REI MBURSE EACH
11  COUNTY AND MUNI CI PALI TY FOR THEI R ACTUAL LGCSS | N AD VALOREM TAXES
12 RESULTI NG FROM THE TAX CREDI T AUTHORI ZED UNDER THI S ACT; AND FOR
13 RELATED PURPGCSES.

14 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

15 SECTION 1. (1) Any resident of this state who is in active

16 service as a volunteer fire fighter for any municipality, county
17 or fire district in the state may apply for a tax credit against
18 ad val oremtaxes due on one (1) notor vehicle owned by such

19 person. The tax credit shall be in the anount of One Hundred

20 Dollars ($100.00) or the amobunt of ad val oremtaxes due on such
21 vehicle, whichever is the | esser anount. To receive the tax

22 credit, such person nust meke application, under oath, with the
23 county fire coordinator on a formprepared by the State Tax

24  Comm ssion, and present evidence that he or she is actively

25 serving as a volunteer fire fighter and has continuously served in
26 such capacity for at least three (3) consecutive years before

27 making application for the tax credit under this section. The
28 county fire coordinator shall review all such applications and
29 shall certify to the county tax collector each person whom he

30 determines to qualify for the tax credit. The State Fire Marsha
31 shall pronulgate rules and regulations to assist county fire

32 coordinators in defining and prescribing those persons who nay
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qualify for the tax credit under this section as active service
volunteer fire fighters.

(2) On or before Cctober 1 of each year, the State Tax
Comm ssion, from noni es nmade avail abl e through appropriati ons of
the Legislature, shall reinburse each county and municipality for
their actual loss in ad valoremtaxes resulting fromthe tax
credit authorized under subsection (1) of this section. Such
rei mbursenents shall be nmade in the sanme manner, as nearly as
practicable, as provided by |aw for the rei nbursenent of ad
val orem taxes | ost by counties and nmunicipalities resulting from
honest ead exenpti on.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after October 1, 2006.
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