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Representati ve Eaton To: Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1610

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-35-143, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS OF A COUNTY, UPON
APPLI CATI ON OF A PROPERTY OMER, OR BY THE ASSESSCR ON BEHALF OF
SUCH PARTY, SHALL CANCEL OR DECREASE AN ASSESSMENT FOR AD VALOREM
TAXES WHENEVER AT LEAST FI FTY PERCENT OF PROPERTY SUBJECT TO
TAXATI ON HAS CEASED TO EXI ST OR HAS BEEN DESTROYED OR THE PROPERTY
HAS DEPRECI ATED | N VALUE BY AT LEAST FI FTY PERCENT ON ACCOUNT OF
FI RE, EXPLCSI ON, STORM FLOOD, EARTHQUAKE, LI GHTNI NG OR OTHER
| NEVI TABLE ACCI DENT OR ACT OF PROVI DENCE;, AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 27-35-143, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

27-35-143. (1) Except as otherw se provided under

subsection (2) of this section, the board of supervisors of each

county shall have power, upon application of the party interested,
or by the assessor on behal f of such party, or otherw se as
prescribed in Sections 27-35-145 through 27-35-149, to change,
cancel or decrease an assessnent in the manner herein provided at
any time after the assessnent roll containing such assessnent has
been finally approved by the State Tax Comm ssion, and prior to
the | ast Monday in August next, under the follow ng circunstances
and no ot her:

(a) Wen the sane property has been assessed nore than
once to one or nDre persons.

(b) VWhen a clerical error has been made in transcribing
the assessnent fromthe tax list to the assessnment roll, or from
the assessnent roll to the copies, or in anmending the original

assessnment roll, in making the equalization of assessnments, or in

carrying out the instructions of the State Tax Conmm ssi on.
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(c) When an error in addition or nultiplication has

been nmade in the conpilation of the tax list, roll or copy of the

rol | .

)

d) When there is an assessnent of property which never

exi sted, or was not owned by or in the possession of the party to

whom assessed, on the next preceding tax |lien date.

)

e) Wen the assessnent is in the nanme of another than

the owner of the property on the next preceding tax |ien date.

)

f) Wen the assessnent is so indefinite as to give a

vague or inperfect description of the property assessed.

)

) Wien the property assessed i s nontaxable, or was

not subject to taxation on the next preceding tax |lien date.

)

h) Wen the property is not liable to a speci al

district tax levy for which it has been assessed.

)

i) Wen the property, after the next preceding tax

| ien date, but before the paynent of taxes due thereon, has ceased
to exist, on account of death or destruction by fire, explosion,
storm flood, earthquake, lightning, or other inevitable accident
or act of Providence; or has depreciated in value on account of
any such accident or occurrence as the foregoing.

Provi ded, however, that where property has been insured the
anount col |l ected as insurance by reason of such | oss shall be
taken into account by the board in reducing the assessnent, or
refundi ng any tax paynent thereon.

(j) Wen the assessnent does not show the correct
nunber of acres, actually in the property described, or the
correct quantity of any property.

(k) When | ands have been assessed and incorrectly
classified; or when buildings and i nprovenents have been assessed
whi ch were not on the land, at the preceding tax lien date; or
where the buil dings and i nprovenents, at the preceding tax |lien

date, were exenpt from assessnent and taxation.
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(I) Wien the property has been assessed for nore than
its actual value; but in such cases the board shall require proof,
under oath, of such excessive assessnent by two (2) or nore
conpetent w tnesses who know of their own personal know edge that
the property is assessed for a higher sumthan its true val ue.

(m Wien the property has been assessed as subject to
state taxes and is exenpt; or when the property has been assessed
as subject to county and district taxes and is exenpt from such
t axes.

(n) Wien buil dings and inprovenents have been assessed
with the | and, but are owned by soneone other than the owner of
t he | and.

(2) The board of supervisors of a county, upon application

of the party interested, or by the assessor on behalf of such

party, shall cancel or decrease an assessnent after the assessnent

roll containing such assessnent has been finally approved by the

State Tax Comm ssion, and before the | ast Monday in August next,

whenever at |least fifty percent (509 of the property subject to

taxati on has ceased to exist or has been destroyed or the property

has depreciated in value by at least fifty percent (50% under

ci rcunst ances descri bed under subsection (1)(i) of this section.

However, where the property has been insured the anmount coll ected

as insurance by reason of such | oss shall be taken into account by

the board in canceling or reducing the assessnent or refunding any

tax paynent thereon.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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