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Representative Smith (39th) To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1467

AN ACT TO CREATE A PRI VI LEGE TO PROTECT THE CONTENTS OF ANY
COMVUNI CATI ON MADE TO A CERTI FI ED PEER SUPPORT MEMBER BY AN
EMERGENCY RESPONDER WHI LE ENGAGED | N A PEER SUPPORT EVENT; TO
DEFI NE CERTAI N TERM5 RELATI NG TO THE PRI VI LEGE; TO PROVI DE
EMOTI ONAL AND MORAL SUPPORT FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CERS AND OTHER
EMERGENCY RESPONDERS; TO PROVI DE A CRIM NAL PENALTY FOR REVEALI NG
THE CONTENTS OF SUCH PRI VI LEGED COMVUNI CATI ON;, AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) As used in this section, unless the context

clearly indicates otherw se:

(a) "Certified peer support nenber” means an energency
responder or civilian volunteer of an emergency service agency or
entity who has received training in critical incident stress
managenent and who is certified as a peer support nenber by the
State Board of Health or the Departnment of Public Safety to
provi de enotional and noral support to an energency responder who
needs those services as a result of job-related stress or an
incident in which the energency responder was involved while
acting in his official capacity.

(b) "Peer support event"” neans any debriefing, defusing
or counseling session conducted by a certified peer support nenber
that involves the enotional or noral support of an energency
responder who needs those services as a result of job-related
stress or an incident in which the energency responder was
i nvolved while acting in his official capacity.

(2) A certified peer support nenber shall not be conpell ed,
wi t hout the consent of the energency responder naking the
comuni cation, to testify or in any way disclose the contents of

any comruni cation nmade to the certified peer support nmenber by the
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energency responder while engaged in a peer support event. This
privilege only applies when the comruni cati on was nmade to the
certified peer support nenber during the course of an actual peer
support event.

(3) The privilege shall not apply if:

(a) The certified peer support nmenber was an initial
energency service responder, a witness or a party to the incident
that pronpted the providing of the peer support event to the
enmer gency responder; or

(b) A communi cation reveals the intended comm ssi on of
a crime or harnful act and such disclosure is determned to be
necessary by the certified peer support nenber to protect any
person froma clear, immnent risk of serious nental or physical
harmor injury, or to forestall a serious threat to the public
safety.

(4) Any certified peer support nenber who reveals the
contents of a privileged communi cation, or any person who
threatens, intimdates, or in any way attenpts to conpel a
certified peer support nenber to disclose the contents of a
privileged communi cation, shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and
shal |l be punished by a fine of not nore than Five Hundred Dol |l ars
($500.00) or by inprisonnment in the county jail for not nore than
six (6) nonths, or by both such fine and inprisonnent.

(5) Any person who is an enployee of this state, or any
political subdivision thereof, who is convicted of a crine under
this section shall be renoved fromoffice.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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