M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representatives Hines, Buck, Flem ng, To: Public Health and Hunman
Fredericks, Holloway, Wittington Services

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1460

1 AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE STATE HEALTH OFFI CER TO DEVELOP A PLAN
2 TO CLOSE THE GAP IN DI SPARI TIES IN THE HEALTH STATUS OF ALL RACI AL
3 AND ETHNI C GROUPS; TO REQUI RE A STATEW DE ASSESSMENT; TO ESTABLI SH
4 NMEASURABLE QUTCOVES; TO PROVI DE TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE, TO PROVI DE
5 FOR THE SELECTI ON OF CERTAI N ORGANI ZATI ONS TO DEVELOP CRI TERI A AND
6 PROCEDURES TO CARRY QUT THE PURPOSES OF THI S ACT; TO COORDI NATE

7 WTH OTHER PRQJIECTS AND | NI TI ATI VES; TO REQUI RE EVALUATI ONS AND

8 REPORTS, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

9 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
10 SECTION 1. It is the goal of the state by 2010, to decrease
11 the disparities in all gender and racial groups in many di seases
12 and preventable conditions. 1In order to achieve this and ot her
13 nmeasurabl e outconmes, the State Health O ficer shall establish a
14 programto close the gap in the health status in all racial and
15 ethnic groups in the following priority areas: infant nortality,
16 breast and cervical cancer screening, H V/AIDS and sexual |y
17 transmtted di seases, adult and child inmmunizations,

18 cardiovascul ar di sease, diabetes, accidental injuries and

19 viol ence.

20 SECTION 2. The State Health O ficer, in partnership with

21 community based organi zati ons and partners specializing in health
22 disparities in all gender and racial groups shall develop a

23 conprehensive, coordinated plan to reduce health disparities in
24 the health disparity priority areas identified in Section 1 of

25 this act.

26 SECTION 3. The State Health O ficer shall review current

27 data to support a statew de assessnent of the risk behaviors

28 associated with the health disparity priority areas identified in
29 Section 1 of this act. The statew de assessnment shall consist of
30 focus groups, needs assessnent surveys and key i nfornmant
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interviews. The statew de assessnent nust be used to establish a
baseline to neasure the effect of activities that may be funded in
future legislation. To the extent feasible, the assessnent shal

be conducted so that the results may be conpared to national data.

SECTION 4. The State Health O ficer, in consultation with

comuni ty based organi zations and partners, shall establish
nmeasur abl e outcones to achieve the goal specified in Section 1 of
this act.

SECTION 5. The State Health O ficer shall subcontract with

an entity specializing in health disparities, wth at |east four
(4) years experience and |ocated in the State of Mssissippi to
provi de the necessary expertise to ensure that the planning
process is successful in reducing the health disparities
identified in Section 1 of this act. The State Health Oficer
shal | provide Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dol | ars ($250, 000.00) in
funding to the subcontract organi zation to conduct the (a) needs
assessnent; (b) devel opnent of outcones; and (c) to nanage the

pl anni ng process, coordination and eval uati on.

SECTION 6. (a) The State Health O ficer shall identify

comuni ty based organi zations and partners in all gender and
raci al groups, develop the criteria and procedures to sel ect these
organi zati ons as planning partners and engage themin the process
to plan to elimnate health disparities. At the tinme the
comuni ty based organi zations and partners are selected, the State
Health O ficer nmust informthese organizations of the intent and
pur pose of the outcones to be jointly established according to
Section 3 of this act; (b) the plan will include sections on
norbidity and nortality for health disparities listed in Section 1
of this act, a review and report of the statew de needs assessnent
process, neasurabl e outcones and a conpl ete description of a
comunity grant programfor health disparities. The comunity

grant program shall describe, but not be limted to, the funding
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purpose, eligibility criteria and programrequirenents and
activities.

SECTION 7. The State Health O ficer shall coordinate the

Closing the Gap programw th other projects and initiatives funded
fromstate and federal funds to avoid duplication and pronote
conpl ementary efforts.

SECTION 8. The State Health O ficer shall conduct a biennial

eval uation of the Cosing the Gap program

SECTION 9. The State Health O ficer shall submt a biennial

report to the Legislature on the Cosing the Gap program The
report nust include information on activities that were conducted
using grant funds, evaluation data, and outcone neasures, if
avai | abl e.

SECTI ON 10. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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