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Representati ve Franks To: Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1416

AN ACT TO CREATE THE " NOTI FI CATI ON OF PUBLI C FUNDS USED I N
THE MEDI A ACT"; TO PROVI DE THE PURPOSE FOR SUCH ACT; TO REQUI RE
THAT ALL NOTI CES, ADVERTI SEMENTS, OR ANNOUNCEMENTS DESI GNED TO
ACCOWVPLI SH DI STRI BUTI ON OF VI TAL | NFORVATI ON PAID FOR I N PART OR
VHOLE THROUGH PUBLI C FUNDS AND DI STRI BUTED THROUGH THE MEDI A
CONTAI' N CERTAI N PHRASES; TO PROVI DE A FORMJLA FOR ALLOTMENT OF
PUBLI C FUNDS TO VARI QUS MEDI A QUTLETS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. This act shall be known as the "Notification of

Public Funds Used in the Media Act."
SECTION 2. (1) The Legislature of the State of M ssissipp

acknow edges the role that the media in its various fornms has
served and is serving in distributing to the citizens of
M ssi ssippi vital information through advertising concerning
governnmental services, rules, regulations, |aws, and their
enforcenment and application; and particularly acknow edges and
appreciates the role that M ssissippi Public Broadcasting plays in
distributing vital information at all times and in particular
during crisis. It is the Legislature’s intent to ensure that such
i nformation reaches as many M ssi ssippians as possible and it is
the Legislature’s intent that the expenditure of public funds for
this purpose be acconplished in as efficient, effective and
equi tabl e a manner as possible. The Legislature recognizes the
forms of nmedia outlets currently being used to distribute such
vital information through advertising as being public
broadcasti ng, newspapers, television, radio, nagazines, and
el ectronic nedia, hereafter referred to as "nedia."

THEREFORE, I n order that the public be nade aware of the

participation of the nmedia in the distribution of such vital
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information, the Legislature hereby establishes requirenents for
the allotnment of public funds for the purpose of distributing
vital information to as many M ssi ssi ppi ans as possi bl e.

SECTION 3. (1) Al notices, advertisenents, or

announcenents designed to acconplish distribution of vital
information paid for in part or whole through public funds and
di stributed through the nedia shall contain the phrase "This
advertisenment is paid for by the taxpayers of M ssissippi."

(2) (a) Print nedia outlets receiving taxpayer noney as
described herein shall advertise during the nonth of August
annual ly the total anobunt of taxpayer noney received by such nedia
outlet for the twelve (12) nonths precedi ng August.

(b) Broadcast and el ectronic nmedia receiving taxpayer
noney shall advertise to the public daily and during prinme tine in
the nonth of August annually the total anmount of taxpayer noney
recei ved by such nedia outlet for the twelve (12) nonths precedi ng
August .

SECTION 4. All notices, advertisenments, or announcenents

designed to acconplish distribution of vital information paid for
wholly or in part through state taxpayer funds and distributed
t hrough the nedia shall be placed according to a formula based
upon the following criteria:

(a) OQutlets of the M ssissippi Public Broadcasting
System shal |l receive twenty percent (20% of all expenditures
allotted for any advertising canpai gn undertaken by any entity
funded in whole or in part by the taxpayers of M ssissippi,
including, but not limted to, state agencies, boards and
conm ssions, counties, nunicipalities and all legally recognized
political subdivisions within the state. All distribution of
i nformati on undertaken by the M ssissippi Broadcasting System
under these requirenents shall conformto the accepted standards

of information distribution common to public nedia.
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(b) Media outlets, other than outlets of the

M ssi ssi ppi Public Broadcasting System shall receive placenent of

such notices through the follow ng nmethod of distribution and
based upon commonly accepted boundaries of distribution:

(i) Newspapers. Newspapers denonstrating
est abl i shed market reach through verifiable and auditable
circulation nunbers shall receive twenty-five percent (25% of al
expenditures allotted for distribution of vital information as
described in this act, and such expenditures to the individual
newspapers shall be determ ned and prorated based upon the
verifiable and auditable share of total circulation within the
i ndi vidual counties. This requirenent does not replace the
requi renents and systens currently in place regarding | ega
notices in the newspapers.

(i1) Radio. Radio stations denonstrating
est abl i shed market reach through verifiable and auditabl e narket
share information as recorded through reputable and established
rating services shall receive twenty percent (20% of al
expenditures allotted for such distribution of vital information
as described in this act, and such expenditures to the individual
stations shall be determ ned and prorated based upon the
verifiable and auditable share of total market reach within the
i ndi vi dual counti es.

(ti1) Television. Television stations and
tel evision cable outlets denonstrating established market reach
t hrough verifiable and auditable market share information as
recorded through reputable and established rating services shal
receive twenty percent (20% of all expenditures allotted for
such distribution of vital information as described in this act,
and such expenditures to the individual stations shall be
determ ned and prorated based upon the verifiable and auditable
share of total market reach within the individual denonstrated

mar ket reach area of the station or cable outlet.
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(iv) Magazines. Magazines denonstrating
est abl i shed market reach through verifiable and auditable
circul ation nunbers shall receive ten percent (10% of al
expenditures allotted for such distribution of vital information,
and such expenditures to the individual magazines shall be
determ ned and prorated based upon the verifiable and auditable
circulation nunbers within the counties. |If no nagazi ne exists
whi ch neets the criteria stated above, the portion of those funds
so allotted shall be distributed anong the other nedia outlets
equal ly.

(v) Electronic nedia. Electronic nedia
denonstrating established market reach through verifiable and
audi tabl e circul ati on nunbers shall receive five percent (5% of
all expenditures allotted for such distribution of vital
i nformation, and such expenditures to the individual electronic
medi a outlets shall be determ ned and prorated based upon the
verifiable and auditable circulation nunbers within the counti es.
If no electronic nedia exists which neets the criteria stated
above, the portion of those funds so allotted shall be distributed
equal |y anong the other nedia outlets.

Provisions of this act do not apply to the placenent of
advertisenents in national nedia outlets to recruit economc
devel opnent or to pronote tourismin the state.

SECTION 5. This act shall be in force fromand after July 1,

2006.
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