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Representati ve Brown To: Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1375

AN ACT TO BRI NG FORWARD SECTI ONS 43-3-101 THROUGH 43-3-111,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, WH CH CREATE AND PRESCRI BE THE POWERS
AND DUTI ES OF THE M SSI SSI PPl | NDUSTRI ES FOR THE BLI ND, FOR
PURPOSES OF POSSI BLE AVENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 43-3-101, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

43-3-101. There is hereby created and established an agency
of the State of M ssissippi known as the M ssissippi Industries
for the Blind, hereinafter referred to as the "MB." The MB
shall be a body politic and corporate, may acquire and hold real
and personal property, nmay receive, hold and di sperse nonies
appropriated to it by the Legislature of the State of M ssissipp
received fromthe federal governnment, received fromthe sale of
products which it produces, and received from any ot her sources
what soever, and may sue and be sued in its nane.

SECTION 2. Section 43-3-103, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

43-3-103. (1) Fromand after July 1, 1997, the MB shall be
governed by a board of directors hereby created, to consist of
four (4) persons appointed by the Governor, and three (3) by the
Li eut enant Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate,
each of whom shall be a qualified elector of the State of
M ssi ssippi. The nenbers of the board of directors appointed by
t he Governor shall include the foll ow ng:

(a) One (1) legally blind individual;
(b) One (1) educator with expertise in rehabilitation

or the field of blindness;
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(c) One (1) individual with at least five (5) years
actual experience in finance or a related field;

(d) One (1) individual with at |least five (5) years
actual experience in manufacturing or a related field.

The nenbers of the board of directors appointed by the
Li eut enant Governor shall include the foll ow ng:

(a) One (1) legally blind individual;

(b) ©One (1) individual with at |east five (5) years
actual experience in marketing or a related field; and

(c) One (1) individual who is a licensed practicing
attorney.

Initial appointnents shall be made within sixty (60) days of
enactnment of this act. The Governor shall make initial
appoi ntnments of two (2) nenbers for two (2) years, one (1) nenber
for three (3) years, and one (1) nenber for four (4) years to be
designated at the tine of appointnent. The Lieutenant Governor
shall make initial appointnents of one (1) nenber for two (2)
years, one (1) nenber for three (3) years, and one (1) nenber for
four (4) years to be designated at the tine of appointnent.
Thereafter, the terns of the nenbers shall be for four (4) years
and until their successors are appointed and qualified. 1In the
event of a vacancy during the termof office of an incunbent, the
appointing authority shall fill such vacancy, for the unexpired
portion of the term by appointing an individual having the sane
prerequisite qualifications as required for the vacancy being
filled.

(2) The board of directors shall organize by selecting
annually fromits menbers a chairman and a vice chairman, and may
do all things necessary and convenient for carrying into effect
the provisions of this chapter. Each nenber of the board shal
receive a per diemas provided in Section 25-3-69, M ssissipp

Code of 1972, plus travel and reasonabl e and necessary expenses
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incidental to the attendance at each neeting as provided in
Section 25-3-41, including mleage.

(3) The Lieutenant Governor may designate the Chairnman of
the Senate Commttee on Public Health and Wl fare and anot her
nmenber of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representati ves may designate the Chairman of the House Commttee
on Public Health and Wel fare and anot her nenber of the House to
attend any neeting of the Board of Directors of the MB. The
appointing authorities may designate alternate nenbers fromtheir
respective houses to serve when the regul ar desi gnees are unable
to attend such neetings of the board. Such |egislative designees
shal |l have no jurisdiction or vote on any matter within the
jurisdiction of the board. For attending neetings of the board,
such legislators shall receive per diemand expenses which shal
be paid fromthe contingent expense funds of their respective
houses in the sane anounts as provided for commttee neetings when
the Legislature is not in session; however, no per diem and
expenses for attending neetings of the board will be paid while
the Legislature is in session. No per diemand expenses will be
pai d except for attending neetings of the board w thout prior
approval of the proper commttee in their respective houses.

(4) It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors of MB
to:

(a) Appoint and enploy an executive director who shal
be the executive and adm nistrative head of M B and who shal
serve at the pleasure of the board of directors. The Board of
Directors of MB shall set the conpensation of the executive
director, subject to the approval of the State Personnel Board.

(b) Make and publish policies, rules and regul ati ons,
not inconsistent wwth the terns of this chapter, as may be
necessary for the efficient admnistration and operation of MB

(c) Adopt and publish rules and regulations, inits

di scretion, to establish a policy of sick |eave with pay and
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personal |eave with pay for M B enployees and to require that MB
of fices be opened and staffed on | egal holidays as determ ned
necessary by the board of directors.

(5 There is created a revolving fund in the State Treasury,
whi ch shall be used by the M ssissippi Industries for the Blind
for the purpose of taking advantage of contractual opportunities
that woul d not be available to MB w thout those funds and for the
pur pose of neeting the obligations of those types of contracts.
The fund shall consist of nonies that are specifically nade
avai l abl e by the Legislature for the purpose of the fund. MB
shall not be authorized to expend any nonies in the fund until it
has received the prior witten approval of the Executive Director
of the Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration and the State
Treasurer. MB shall repay to the fund all nonies that it expends
fromthe fund, which nonies then may be used by MB for future
contractual opportunities and obligations. Mnies in the fund at
the end of a fiscal year shall not |lapse into the State General
Fund, and all interest earned on nonies in the fund shall be
credited to the fund.

(6) There is hereby created a joint study commttee of the
Senat e and House of Representatives which shall develop a report
to the Legislature and the Governor, with recomendations relating
to the creation of a nonprofit corporation for the operation of
M B and its prograns, including any matter relating to the future
operation of the MB. The joint commttee shall report its
findings and recommendations to the Legislature and the Governor
on or before January 1, 1998, and upon the presentation of such
report the joint conmttee shall be dissolved. The commttee
shal | consist of the Chairman of the Senate Public Health and
Wl fare Commttee; the Chairman of the House Public Health and
Wl fare Conmttee; four (4) nenbers of the Senate appointed by the
Presi dent of the Senate, one (1) of whom shall be the nenber of

the oversight commttee appoi nted under subsection (3); and four
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(4) menbers of the House of Representatives appointed by the
Speaker of the House, one (1) of whom shall be the nenber of the
oversight conm ttee appoi nted under subsection (3). Appointnents
shall be made within thirty (30) days after the enactnent of this
act; and, within fifteen (15) days thereafter on a day to be
designated jointly by the President of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House, the commttee shall neet and organi ze by sel ecting
fromits nmenbership a chairman and a vice chairnman. The vice
chai rman shall also serve as secretary and shall be responsible
for keeping all records of the commttee. A mgjority of the
menbers of the commttee shall constitute a quorum In the
selection of its officers and the adoption of rules, resolutions
and reports, an affirmative vote of a mgjority of the nenbers of
the joint commttee fromeach house shall be required. Al
menbers shall be notified in witing of all neetings, such notices
to be miiled at |east five (5) days prior to the date on which a
nmeeting is to be held. Menbers of the coomittee shall be paid
fromthe contingent expense funds of their respective houses in
the sane manner as provided for commttee neetings when the
Legislature is not in session. The joint conmttee may neet with
and utilize the services of the Board of Directors of MB in
devel oping its recommendati ons.
SECTI ON 3. Section 43-3-105, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
43-3-105. The Executive Director of the MB shall
(a) Enploy all necessary enployees at MB and di sm ss
them as i s necessary;
(b) Adm nister the daily operations at MB
(c) Execute any contracts on behalf of MB; and
(d) Take any further actions which are necessary and
proper toward the achi evenent of M B' s purposes.
SECTION 4. Section 43-3-107, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

brought forward as foll ows:
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43-3-107. The purposes of MB are as foll ows:

(a) To establish industries, businesses, shops and
wor kshops primarily for the enploynent of blind persons and ot her
per sons;

(b) To enploy blind persons whose training i s not
ot herwi se provided for and to market their products; and

(c) To furnish materials, tools and books for use in
rehabilitating blind persons for enploynent, and to do any and al
other things for blind persons as it deens advi sable.

SECTION 5. Section 43-3-109, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

43-3-109. Notw thstanding any other law to the contrary, the
Executive Director of the MB is hereby enpowered to maintain
sufficient funds to cover disbursenents for current operations.
The executive director shall deposit any excess funds with any
of ficial depository of the state and invest such excess funds as
he deens appropri ate.

SECTION 6. Section 43-3-111, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

43-3-111. Any funds obtained by MB as a result of a sale of
goods manufactured by it shall be accounted for separate and apart
fromany funds received by MB through appropriation fromthe
State Legislature. Al nonappropriated funds generated by MB
shall not be subject to appropriation by the State Legi sl ature.

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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