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Represent ati ve Banks To:  Minicipalities

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1344

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 21-8-27, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE THAT I N THE MAYOR- COUNCI L FORM OF GOVERNMENT, THE COUNCI L
MUST CONFI RM DEPARTMENT HEADS THAT ARE APPO NTED BY THE MAYOR
WTH N A CERTAIN TI ME PERI OD; TO PROVI DE PENALTI ES FOR THE FAI LURE
OF A CONFI RVATI ON OCCURRI NG | N SUCH TI ME PERI OD; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 21-8-27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

21-8-27. (1) Except for the confirmation requirenment that

is provided in subsection (2) of this section, the nenbers of the

council shall not direct or dictate the appoi ntnent of any person
to or his renoval fromoffice by the mayor or any depart nent
directors. Except for the purposes of inquiring or receiving

i nformation or advice, the council shall deal w th the munici pal
departnments and personnel solely through the mayor and no nenber
of the council shall give orders to any subordinate of the
municipality. The council shall have the power to investigate any
part of the municipal governnent and for that purpose to conpel

t he attendance of w tnesses and the production of docunents and

ot her evi dence.

(2) At the beginning of each termthat a nmayor is el ected,

all departnent directors nust be confirmed by the council within

si xty (60) days of such mayor's swearing-in cerenony. If no

confirmation takes place within sixty (60) days, the departnent

directors, who are appointed by the nmayor, shall not receive his

or her salary until such confirmation is perforned. Such

confirmation process shall occur each termthat a mayor is el ected

to of fice.
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30 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
31 and after July 1, 2006.
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