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Representative Ward To: Corrections

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1339

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 47-5-431, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT A SHERI FF MAY TRANSPORT A COUNTY | NVATE WHO
POSSESSES A PARTI CULAR SKILL TO ANY COUNTY W THI N THE STATE TO
MAKE USE OF THE PARTI CULAR SKI LL PURSUANT TO COURT APPROVAL; TO
AMEND SECTI ON 47-5-938, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY
THERETG, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 47-5-431, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

47-5-431. (1) The sheriff may, in his discretion, use any
person who has been convicted of a nonviolent felony and who is
serving all or any part of his sentence in the county jail to pick
up trash along public roads and state highways within the county.

(2) In addition, the sheriff may transport a county innate

possessing a particular work-related skill to any other county

within the state to performsuch skill on public property if

approval for the transportation and use of the inmate is first

obtained by a judge of the circuit or county court of the county

where the inmate is confined and the sheriffs of both counties

enter into an agreenent regarding the transportation, supervision

and saf ekeepi ng of the innate.

(3) County inmates perform ng work under this section shal
be eligible for earned tine credit in the sane manner as state
inmates. State innmates shall be eligible for earned time credit
in the sane manner as other inmates confined or detained in state
prisons or other state correctional facilities.

(4) Any inmate escaping while participating in the work

described in this section shall receive an additional five-year

sent ence.
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SECTION 2. Section 47-5-938, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

47-5-938. (1) O fenders are encouraged to participate in
wor k progranms. The chief corrections officer as created in
Section 47-5-935, with ratification of the board of supervisors of
the county in which a correctional facility established pursuant
to Sections 47-5-931 through 47-5-941, is |located, nmay enter into
agreenents to provide work for any state offender housed in the
facility, with the approval of the Conm ssioner of Corrections, to
perform any work:

(a) Authorized in the Mssissippi Prison Industries Act
of 1990 as provided in Sections 47-5-531 through 47-5-575;

(b) Authorized in the Prison Agricultural Enterprises
Act as provided in Sections 47-5-351 through 47-5-357;

(c) Authorized in the Penitentiary Made Goods Law of
1978 as provided in Sections 47-5-301 through 47-5-331;

(d) Authorized in the Public Service Wrk Prograns Act
as provided in Sections 47-5-401 through 47-5-421,;

(e) Authorized in Section 47-5-431, regardi ng the use

of county or state offenders to pick up trash al ong public roads

and state highways, and regarding the transportation of county

i nmat es who possess particular work-related skills to any other

county within the state.

(2) The chief corrections officer shall promul gate rules and
regul ati ons as nmay be necessary to govern the work performance of
the offenders for the parties to the agreenents. Political
subdi vi sions of the State of M ssissippi, including, but not
limted to, counties, municipalities, school districts, drainage
districts, water managenent districts and joint county-mnunicipal
endeavors are to have free use of the offender's |abor but are

responsible for reinbursing the facility for costs of

transportation, guards, neals and ot her necessary costs when the
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inmates are providing work for that political body. O fenders may
be conpensated for work perforned if the agreenment so provides.

(3) There is created a special fund in the county treasury
to be known as the "offender's conpensation fund." Al
conpensation paid to offenders shall be placed in the special fund
for use by the offenders to purchase certain goods and ot her itens
of value as authorized in Section 47-5-109, for offenders housed
in state correctional facilities. As provided in Section
47-5-194, no cash is to be paid to offenders. The agreenent shal
provide that a certain portion of the conpensation shall be used
for the welfare of the offenders. Al noney collected fromthe
regional jail canteen operations shall be placed in a county
special fund. Expenditures fromthat fund can be made by the
chief corrections officer for any | awful purpose that is in the
best interest and welfare of the offenders. The chief corrections
officer, his enployees and the county or counties owning the
facility are given the authority necessary to carry out the
provi sions of this section.

(4) The provisions of this section shall be supplenental to
any ot her provisions of |aw regardi ng of fender | abor and work
progr ans.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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