M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representatives Fredericks, dark, To: Public Health and Hunman
Per ani ch Servi ces

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1338

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-17-39, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 TO REMOVE THE REPEALER ON THE SECTI ON THAT PRESCRI BES CERTAI N

3 REQU REMENTS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVI CES | N THE OPERATI ON
4 OF THE CH LD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND/ TEMPORARY ASSI STANCE TO

5 NEEDY FAM LI ES PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
7 SECTION 1. Section 43-17-39, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

8 anended as follows:

9 43-17-39. (1) The Departnment of Human Services is

10 Mssissippi's |lead agency in the federal Child Care and

11 Devel opnment Fund (CCDF) program CCDF is conprised of the

12 following funding streans: discretionary, nandatory, federa

13 matching, and state matching. |In addition, as allowed by federal
14 regulation, Mssissippi currently transfers twenty percent (20%
15 of the Tenporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) grant into
16 CCDF. The CCDF/ TANF program hel ps eligi ble working parents pay
17 for early care and education services for their children.

18 (2) In the operation of the CCDF/ TANF program the

19 Departnment of Human Services shall conply with the foll ow ng

20 requirenents:

21 (a) The departnent shall maintain records and post on a
22 nmonthly basis, as information is available, on a publicly

23 accessible website for each county, the information required for
24 the federal report known as the Child Care Aggregate Report,

25 ACF-800, federal report ACF-801 and for the state as a whole, the
26 information required for the financial report known as ACF- 696

27 related to CCDF (42 USCS, Chapter 105, Subchapter I1-B).
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(b) The departnent shall establish performance | eve
standards including the follow ng requirenents in CCDF/ TANF
certificate subgrants: neasurabl e outcone-based contract
nmeasures, clear statenents of expectations, evaluation criteria,
docunentation, and the explicit descriptions of reporting
requi renents. The State Departnent of Audit shall annually audit
the expenditures by the departnment, subject to the availability of
public or private funds specifically for that purpose. The State
Department of Audit shall also annually audit expenditures by
subr eci pi ent s/ subgrantees and providers including those currently
known as "Designated Agents" and those to whom Quality I nprovenent
funds were awarded by the departnent, and may audit such
expenditures during the five (5) years next preceding July 1,
2005, at the request of the Executive Director of the Departnent
of Human Services and subject to the availability of funds for
that purpose. |In addition, the State Departnent of Audit shal
periodically, but not |ess than once every three (3) years,
conduct performance audits on the departnment for the purposes of
assessi ng program i npact, subject to the availability of public or
private funds for that purpose. The State Departnent of Audit
shal | provide copies of each of the audits to the Chairnen of the
House Public Health and Human Services Comm ttee and the Senate
Public Health and Wl fare Conmmttee.

(c) The departnent shall provide to the custodi al
parents a plai n-l1anguage expl anation of all programcriteria to
qualify for a CCDF/ TANF certificate to obtain early care and
education for a child frombirth up to the 13th birthday if not
di sabl ed, but if disabled, then up to eighteen (18) years of age.

(d) The departnent shall require licensed child care
providers participating in the CCDF/ TANF certificate programto
provi de devel opnentally appropriate early chil dhood educati onal

activities, including reading and witing.
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(3) The Chairman of the Senate Conmttee on Public Health
and Welfare and the Chairman of the House Commttee on Public
Heal th and Human Servi ces, or a subcomm ttee appointed by the
chai rman of each commttee for that purpose, shall jointly conduct
a study of the advisability of transferring the Child Care
Li censure Program of the State Departnment of Health to the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Human Services. The chairnmen and/or the
subconm ttees appointed for that purpose may neet jointly and
conduct hearings as necessary and shall develop a witten report
w th recomrended | egislation to the Governor and the Legislature
not |ater than Decenber 15, 2005.
* ok

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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