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Representative Ellington To:  County Affairs;
Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1336

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-11-9, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
| NCREASE THE CIVIL LIMT JURI SDI CTI ON OF THE JUSTI CE COURT; TO
AMEND SECTI ON 25-3-36, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO | NCREASE THE
SALARI ES OF JUSTI CE COURT JUDGES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 9-11-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-11-9. Justice court judges shall have jurisdiction of al
actions for the recovery of debts or damages or personal property,
where the principal of the debt, the anmount of the demand, or the
val ue of the property sought to be recovered shall not exceed the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Until June 30, 2007, Three Thousand Dol l ars

($3, 000. 00) ;

(b) FromJuly 1, 2007, until June 30, 2008, Five

Thousand Dol | ars ($5, 000.00); and

(c) Fromand after July 1, 2008, Seven Thousand Dol | ars

($7, 000. 00) .

The justice court judges shall have no pecuniary interest in
the outcone of any action once suit has been fil ed.

SECTION 2. Section 25-3-36, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-3-36. (1) Every justice court judge shall receive as
full conpensation for his or her services and in |lieu of any and
all other fees, costs or conpensation heretofore authorized for
such justice court judge, an annual sal ary based upon the
popul ation of his or her county according to the | atest federal

decenni al census; however, no justice court judge shall be paid
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| ess than the salary authorized under this section to be paid the
justice court judge based upon the population of the county

according to the 1980 federal decennial census. Until June 30,

2007, the anmount of which salary shall be determ ned as foll ows:
(a) In counties with a popul ation of nore than two

hundred t housand (200, 000), a salary of Sixty-one Thousand One

Hundred Fifteen Dol lars ($61, 115.00).

(b) In counties with a popul ation of nore than one
hundred fifty thousand (150,000) but not nore than two hundred
t housand (200, 000), a salary of Fifty-six Thousand One Hundred Si X

Dol [ ars ($56, 106. 00).

(c) In counties wth a population of nore than
seventy-five thousand (75,000) but not nore than one hundred fifty

t housand (150, 000), a salary of Fifty-one Thousand Ni nety-six

Dol [ ars ($51, 096. 00).

(d) In counties wth a population of nore than
forty-nine thousand (49, 000) but not nore than seventy-five

t housand (75,000), a salary of Forty-four Thousand Ei ghty-three

Dol | ars ($44, 083. 00).

(e) In counties wth a population of nore than
thirty-four thousand (34,000) but not nore than forty-nine

t housand (49,000), a salary of Thirty-ei ght Thousand Seventy-one

Dol l ars ($38,071.00).

(f) In counties wth a population of nore than
twenty-four thousand five hundred (24,500) but not nore than

thirty-four thousand (34,000), a salary of Thirty-six Thousand

Si xty-ei ght Dollars ($36,068.00).

(g) In counties wth a population of nore than
twenty-one thousand (21, 000) but not nore than twenty-four

t housand five hundred (24,500), a salary of Thirty-two Thousand

Si xty-one Dollars ($32,061.00).

(h) In counties wth a popul ation of nore than sixteen

t housand five hundred (16,500) but not nore than twenty-one
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t housand (21,000), a salary of Twenty-ei ght Thousand Fifty-two

Dol [ ars ($28, 052. 00).

(1) In counties wth a population of nore than twelve
t housand (12,000) but not nore than sixteen thousand five hundred

(16,500), a salary of Twenty-four Thousand Forty-five Dollars

($24, 045. 00) .

(j) In counties with a population of nore than eight
t housand (8,000) but not nore than twelve thousand (12,000), a

sal ary of Nineteen Thousand Ei ght Hundred Dol lars ($19, 800. 00).

(k) In counties wth a popul ation of eight thousand

(8,000) or less, a salary equal to the nenbers of the board of

supervisors of that county.

The salaries of the justice court judges shall be increased

by ten percent (109 on July 1, 2007, and by an additional ten

percent (10% July 1, 2008. Such increase in salary shall be

concurrent wwth the justice court civil Iimt increase provided in

Section 9-11-9.

The board of supervisors of any county having two (2)
judicial districts and two (2) justice court judges for the county
shal |l pay each justice court judge an anount equal to that
provided in this subsection for judges in the next higher
popul ati on category per year, if the justice court judge naintains
regul ar office hours and is personally present in the office they
maintain for at least thirty (30) hours per week.

In any county having a popul ation greater than eight thousand
(8,000) but less than eight thousand five hundred (8, 500)
according to the 1990 federal decennial census and in which U S
H ghway 61 and M ssissippi H ghway 4 intersect, the board of
supervisors, in its discretion, may pay such justice court judges
an addi tional anmpunt not to exceed the sum of El even Thousand Five
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($11,550.00) per year, payabl e begi nning
April 1, 1997.
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In any county having a popul ation greater than ten thousand
(10, 000) but less than ten thousand five hundred (10, 500)
according to the 1990 federal decennial census and in which
M ssi ssi ppi H ghway 3 and M ssissippi Hi ghway 6 intersect, the
board of supervisors, in its discretion, may pay such justice
court judges an additional ambunt not to exceed One Thousand Four
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($1, 450.00) per year, payabl e begi nning
April 1, 1997.

In any county having a popul ation greater than twenty-four
t housand seven hundred (24, 700) and | ess than twenty-four thousand
ni ne hundred (24, 900), according to the 1990 federal census,
wherein M ssissi ppi H ghways 15 and 16 intersect, the board of
supervi sors shall pay such justice court judge an additional
anount equal to Two Thousand Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($2,500.00) per
year .

(2) Notwi thstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section, in the event that the nunber of justice court judges
aut hori zed pursuant to Section 9-11-2(1) is exceeded pursuant to
the provisions of Section 9-11-2(4), the aggregate of the salaries
paid to the justice court judges of such a county shall not exceed
the anobunt sufficient to pay the nunber of justice court judges
aut hori zed pursuant to Section 9-11-2(1), and such anount shall be
equal |y divided anong those justice court judges continuing to
hol d of fi ce under the provisions of Section 9-11-2(4).

(3) Fromand after January 1, 1984, all fees, costs, fines
and penalties charged and collected in the justice court shall be
paid to the clerk of the justice court for deposit, along with
nmoni es from cash bonds and ot her noni es which have been forfeited
in crimnal cases, into the general fund of the county as provided
in Section 9-11-19; and the clerk of the board of supervisors
shal | be authorized and enpowered, upon approval by the board of
supervi sors, to nake di sbursenents and wthdrawals fromthe

general fund of the county in order to pay any reasonabl e and
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necessary expenses incurred in conplying with this section,

i ncl udi ng paynment of the salaries of justice court judges as
provi ded by subsection (1) of this section. The provisions of
this subsection shall not, except as to cash bonds and ot her
noni es whi ch have been forfeited in crimnal cases, apply to

noni es required to be deposited in the justice court clerk

cl earing account as provided in Section 9-11-18, M ssissippi Code
of 1972.

(4) The salaries provided for in this section shall be
payabl e nmonthly by warrant drawn by the clerk of the board of
supervi sors on the general fund of the county; however, the board
of supervisors, by resolution duly adopted and entered on its
m nutes, may provide that such salaries shall be paid sem nonthly
on the first and fifteenth day of each nonth. |[|f a pay date falls
on a weekend or |egal holiday, salary paynents shall be nade on
the workday i medi ately preceding the weekend or |egal holiday.

(5) Provided, that the salary of any justice court judge
shall not be reduced during his termof office as a result of a
popul ati on change followi ng a federal decennial census.

(6) Any justice court judge who is unable to attend and hold
court by reason of being under suspension by the Comm ssion on
Judi cial Performance or the M ssissippi Suprenme Court shall not
receive a salary while under such suspension.

SECTION 3. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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