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Representative Ellington To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1330

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 9-11-3 AND 9-11-4, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, TO REVI SE JUDI Cl AL TRAI NIl NG REQUI REMENTS FOR JUSTI CE
COURT JUDGES; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 9-11-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-11-3. (1) Except as otherw se provided herein, no justice
court judge elected for a full termof office comencing on or
after January 1, 1992, shall exercise the judicial functions of
his office or be eligible to take the oath of office unless he has
filed in the office of the chancery clerk a certificate of
conpl etion of a course of training and educati on conducted by the
M ssi ssi ppi Judicial College of the University of M ssissippi Law
Center within six (6) nonths of the beginning of the termfor
whi ch such justice is elected. A justice court judge who has
conpl eted the course of training and education and has satisfied
hi s annual continuing education course requirenents, and who is
then el ected for a succeeding termof office subsequent to the
initial termfor which he conpleted the training course, shall not
be required to repeat the training and education course upon
reel ection.

(2) In addition to neeting the requirenents of subsection
(1) of this section, after taking office, each justice court judge
shall be required to file annually in the office of the chancery

clerk a certificate of conpletion of four (4) courses of

continui ng education conducted by the M ssissippi Judici al

Col | ege.
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(3) The requirenents for obtaining each of the certificates
in subsections (1) and (2) of this section shall be as provided in
Section 9-11-4.

(4) Upon the failure of any justice court judge to file with
the chancery clerk the certificates of conpletion as provided in
subsections (1) and (2) of this section, such justice court judge
shall, in addition to any other fine or punishnent provided by |aw
for such conduct, not be entitled to conpensation for the period
of time during which such certificates remain unfil ed.

SECTION 2. Section 9-11-4, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-11-4. (1) The M ssissippi Judicial College of the
University of M ssissippi Law Center shall prepare and conduct
courses of training for basic and continuing education for justice
court judges of this state. The basic course of training shall be
known as the "Justice Court Judge Training Course" and shal
consist of at least thirty-two (32) hours of training. The
continui ng education course shall be known as the "Conti nuing
Educati on Course for Justice Court Judges," and shall consist of

at least twenty-four (24) hours of training. Justice court judges

shall attend at |east four (4) courses each year. The content of

t he basic and continuing education courses and when and where such
courses are to be conducted shall be determ ned by the Judici al
Col l ege. The Judicial College shall issue certificates of
conpletion to those justice court judges who conplete such

cour ses.

(2) Al costs and expenses for preparing and conducting the
basi ¢ and continuing education courses provided for in subsection
(1) of this section shall be paid out of any funds which are nade
avai l able to the Judicial College upon authorization and
appropriation by the Legislature.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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