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Representatives Hi nes, Buck To: Gaming; Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1329

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-33-57, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT CERTAI N CHARI TABLE ORGANI ZATI ONS LI CENSED TO
CONDUCT BI NGO GAMES MAY BE | SSUED A LI CENSE TO CONDUCT BI NGO GAMES
FOR FI VE YEARS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 97-33-57, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-33-57. (1) The commi ssion shall investigate the
qgqual ifications of each applicant and the nerits of the
application, with due expedition after the filing of the
application, and shall nake the foll ow ng determ nations:

(a) That the applicant is duly qualified to hold,
operat e and conduct bingo ganes under the provisions of Sections
97-33-51 through 97-33-203 and the rules and regul ati ons of the
conmmi ssi on governi ng sane.

(b) That the nenber or nmenbers of the organization
designated in the application to hold, operate, conduct, or assist
i n hol di ng, operating, or conducting, the bingo games are bona
fide active nenbers of the organization and of good noral
character, who have never been convicted of certain offenses as
desi gnat ed by the comm ssi on.

(c) That bingo ganes are to be held, operated and
conducted in accordance with the provisions of Sections 97-33-51
t hrough 97-33-203 and in accordance with the rules and regul ati ons
of the comm ssion governing sane, and that the proceeds thereof
are to be disposed of as provided by Sections 97-33-51 t hrough
97-33- 203.
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(2) If the commssion is satisfied that no comm ssi on,
sal ary, conpensation, reward or reconpense whatever, except as
ot herwi se provided in Section 97-33-69, wll be paid or given to
any person hol ding, operating or conducting any bingo gane, it my
issue a license to the applicant for the hol ding, operating and
conducting of bingo ganes.

(3) (a) Except as otherw se provided in paragraph (b), no

Ii cense for holding, operating or conducting bingo ganes that is
i ssued under Sections 97-33-51 through 97-33-203 shall be
effective for nore than one (1) cal endar year.

(b) The license issued to a charitable organization

desi gnated as Class "A" under the classification set forth in

Section 97-33-107(k) may be effective for five (5) cal endar years,

if the organization has |lawfully conducted bingo ganes for at

| east seven (7) cal endar years and has been in good standing with

the comm ssion for a mninmumof three (3) successive cal endar

years.
(4) The comm ssion shall not issue a license to:

(a) Any person who has been convicted of certain
rel ated of fenses as established by the comm ssion or who presently
has such a charge pending in any state or federal court;

(b) Any person who has ever been convicted of a
ganbling-related offense in any state or federal court;

(c) Any person who is or has ever been a professional
ganbl er;

(d) Any firm organization or corporation in which any
person as described in paragraphs (a) through (c) is an officer or
director, whether conpensated or not, or in which such person has
a direct or indirect financial interest;

(e) The comm ssion may deny an application for
licensure, refuse to renew a |license, or suspend or revoke a
|icense for any reason consistent with the purposes of Sections

97-33-51 through 97-33-203 which it deens to be in the interest of
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the public. However, policies regarding such denial, suspension,
revocation or refusal to renew shall be established by rule and
regulation. |If the commssion fails to act upon the |icense
application within sixty (60) days of the date of filing of the
application by the charitabl e organi zation, such application shal
be deened accept ed.

(5) Any significant change in the information submtted on
its application for licensure shall be filed by a |licensee with
the comm ssion within ten (10) days of the change. A significant
change shall include, but not be limted to, any change in the
officers, directors, managers, proprietors or persons having a
direct or indirect financial interest in any |icensed organization
or entity.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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