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Representati ve Brown To: Sel Crte on Hurricane
Recovery

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1324

AN ACT TO REQUIRE THE JOHN C. STENNI S | NSTI TUTE OF GOVERNMENT
AT M SSI SSI PPl STATE UNI VERSI TY TO CONDUCT A COMPREHENSI VE STUDY
OF THE PERFORMANCE OF FI RST RESPONDERS TO HURRI CANE KATRI NA; TO
ESTABLI SH CERTAI N REQUI REMENTS AND PROCEDURES FOR COMPLETI NG A
FI NAL REPORT OF THE STUDY TO THE LEGQ SLATURE; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares the foll ow ng:

(a) On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina devastated
the M ssissippi @Gulf Coast, causing |loss of |life and property;

(b) During and after the disaster, nany persons becane
concerned about the quality and sufficiency of the energency
response provided by instrunentalities of the federal, state and
| ocal governnents, as well as private entities that responded to
t he di saster; and

(c) The Legislature believes a neutral and
conprehensi ve review of the response to the di saster nust be
conducted to assist in preparing for future disasters.

SECTION 2. (1) The John C. Stennis Institute of CGovernnent

at Mssissippi State University shall conduct a conprehensive
study of the response of all first responders to the devastation
caused by Hurricane Katrina. This study shall consist of the
fol |l ow ng conponents:

(a) A focused review of the interoperability of
comuni cations systens used by first responders, the adequacy of
preparations for the provision of care made by health care
facilities, and the integration of enmergency and recovery planning
by public and private entities involved in energency response and

pl anni ng;
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(b) Any other matter or condition that nay have been a
significant cause that affected the quality and sufficiency of
energency responders' performance in the wake of Hurricane
Katri na;

(c) A full and conplete analysis of all issues related
to the response to Hurricane Katrina and a plan of recomrended
| egi sl ative and adm ni strative action, organized by highest to
| owest priority, necessary to correct deficiencies cited in the
report; and

(d) A statenment of fiscal inpact showing the costs to
state and | ocal governnent associated with the inplenentation of
any reconmmendati ons.

(2) Al agencies of state and | ocal governnent, and al
not-for-profit corporations that receive funds appropriated by the
Legi sl ature or any local governing authority for any purpose
t hrough grant or contract with any state agency or |ocal governing
authority, shall fully cooperate with the efforts of the institute
in preparing its report.

SECTION 3. (1) The John C. Stennis Institute of Governnent

at M ssissippi State University shall prepare a final report of
the study required by this act to the Legislature to be delivered
no | ater than Decenber 31, 2006. During the course of the report,
the institute shall report to the Joint Commttee on Perfornmance
Eval uati on and Expenditure Review (PEER) on the progress it has
achieved in neeting the requirenents of this act. The first
report shall be delivered no |ater than July 1, 2006, and shal
detail the institute's progress in preparing a conprehensive plan
for acconplishing the purposes of this act. The second report
shall be nmade to PEER no | ater than October 31, 2006, detailing
the progress the institute has made toward inplenenting its plan.
(2) Reports required in subsection (1) of this section my

be made in a manner nutually acceptable to the institute and PEER
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(3) The Legislature shal

appropriate funds to M ssi ssipp

State University for fiscal year 2007 to defray the costs of

conducting this report.

SECTI ON 4.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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