M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representatives Dickson, Bl acknon, To: Education
Cockerham Ellis, G bbs, Gegory, Mrtinson
Per ki ns

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1262

AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO
DEVELOP A TRAI NI NG MODEL FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF LAW RELATED
EDUCATI ON I N THE LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRI CTS; TO DEFI NE THE TERM
"LAW RELATED EDUCATI ON'; TO PRESCRI BE THE PURPOSES OF LAW RELATED
EDUCATI ON; TO AUTHORI ZE LOCAL SCHOCOL DI STRI CTS TO | MPLEMENT
LAW RELATED EDUCATI ON USI NG THE TRAI NI NG MODEL DEVELOPED BY THE
STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON OR BY FORMULATI NG THEI R O/
PROGRAMS; TO REQUI RE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO
ENCOURAGE THE | NCORPORATI ON OF LAW RELATED EDUCATI ON | N SCHOCLS;
10 TO PRESCRI BE THE COVPONENTS OF LAW RELATED EDUCATI ON I N THE
11 ELEMENTARY GRADES; TO PRESCRI BE THE COVPONENTS OF LAW RELATED
12 EDUCATION IN THE JUNI OR AND SENI OR HI GH SCHOOL GRADES; AND FOR
13 RELATED PURPGCSES.

14 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

15 SECTION 1. (1) Before July 1, 2008, the State Departnent of

16 Education shall devel op a conprehensive training nodel to be nade
17 available to I ocal school districts for the establishnment of

18 lawrelated education in the public school system For the

19 purposes of this section, "lawrelated education" neans an

20 instructional approach about rules, laws and the | egal system

21 which actively involves students in instruction about | egal

22 rights, responsibilities and the role of the citizen in order to
23 prepare the students for responsible citizenship. Lawrelated

24 education is not a prescribed programof study, but is a generic,
25 interdisciplinary, on-going approach to educati on which comnbi nes
26 particular kinds of content with interactive instructional

27 strategies.

28 (2) The purposes of |lawrel ated education shall include, but
29 not be limted to, the foll ow ng:

30 (a) To train students to think critically;

31 (b) To teach problemsolving, conflict resolution and

32 nediation skills to students;
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(c) To help students understand their legal rights and
responsibilities and the | egal process, including the consequences
of breaking rules or laws; and

(d) To encourage student participation and application
of skills acquired through [ awrel ated education to real-life
si tuations.

(3) A local school district may inplenent | awrel ated
education utilizing the training nodel devel oped by the State
Department of Education or by fornulating its ow program To
assi st in the planning and devel opnent of |awrel ated educati on,
an advi sory group consisting of school, court, police, community
service and academ c personnel nay be organi zed to address the
speci fic needs of individual schools and comunities.

(4) The State Departnent of Education shall encourage schoo
districts to incorporate |awrel ated education at every grade
| evel . Lawrel ated education nay be used in the instruction of
any subject matter.

(5 In the elenentary grades, the conponents of |awrel ated
education may consist of the foll ow ng:

(a) Evaluation of a certain rule to determ ne why the
rul e was nmade, who determ nes when the rule has been broken, and
what the consequences for breaking that rule are;

(b) Studying rules to determine if the rules are clear,
consistent, fair and enforceable; and

(c) GCreation and enforcenent of a set of rules by the
students thensel ves.

(6) In the junior and senior high school grades, the
conponents of |awrel ated education may consist of the foll ow ng:

(a) Exam nation of legal conflicts throughout history
by using the case study nethod of |egal analysis;

(b) Mock trials and noot court prograns;

(c) Sinulations and role playing of police procedures;

(d) Conflict resolution and nedi ati on;
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(e) Formal and informal debate;
(f) Cooperative group problemsolving; and
(g) Regular visits and involvenent w th outside
resource persons, including attorneys, police officers and ot her
| egal professionals fromthe community.
(7) A school district may incorporate |awrel ated education
into any after-school prograns offered by the district.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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