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Representatives Bentz, Stevens To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1260

AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE OMNER OF AN ALL- TERRAI N VEHI CLE TO
REG STER SUCH VEHI CLE W TH THE SHERI FF' S DEPARTMENT OF THE COUNTY
OF H'S OR HER RESI DENCE; TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC
SAFETY TO ESTABLI SH A STATEW DE ALL- TERRAI N VEH CLE REG STRATI ON
NETWORK DESI GNED TO PROVI DE | MMEDI ATE RESPONSE TO SHERI FFS'
DEPARTMENTS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCI ES W TH REGARD TO REPORTS OR
COMPLAI NTS OF STOLEN OR M SSI NG ALL- TERRAI' N VEHI CLES; TO PROVI DE
FOR THE COLLECTI ON AND DI SPCSI TI ON OF FEES FOR OPERATI ON AND
MAI NTENANCE OF THE NETWORK; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) The term"all-terrain vehicle" or "ATV," as

used in this section, nmeans any notorized vehicl e manufactured and
desi gned exclusively for off-road use that is fifty (50) inches or
|l ess in width, has an unladen dry wei ght of six hundred (600)
pounds or less, travels on three (3), four (4) or nore | ow
pressure tires, has a seat designed to be straddled by the
operat or and uses handl ebars for steering control.

(2) Beginning July 1, 2006, every owner of an all-terrain
vehicle who is a resident of this state, shall register such
vehicle with the sheriff of the county in which the owner resides.
Regi stration shall be nade in duplicate on a form prepared and
provided to the sheriff by the M ssissippi Departnent of Public
Safety. Each formshall include (a) the nanme and address of the
owner of the vehicle; (b) the age and sex of the owner; (c) the
make, nodel and serial nunber of the vehicle; (d) the nanme and
address of the person, firmor business fromwhom such vehicle was
acquired or purchased and the date of acquisition or purchase; and
(e) the place where such vehicle is usually kept.

(3) The original registration formshall be retained by the

sheriff in a safe and convenient file to be furnished himby the
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board of supervisors for that purpose and al so may be recorded on
conputer or other electronic format. All registrations shall be
filed and arranged and/or formatted for retrieval in al phabetical
order and shall be open to public inspection as required under the
M ssi ssi ppi Public Records Act of 1983. A copy of the
registration formshall be forwarded to the Departnent of Public
Safety within thirty (30) days after conpletion of registration.
The departnent shall file and maintain copies of all registrations
filed with it and shall establish and maintain a statew de ATV
regi stration network designed to provide imedi ate response to
sheriffs' departnents and ot her | aw enforcenent agencies with
regard to reports or conplaints of stolen or mssing ATVs. At the
time of registration, the sheriff shall issue to the registrant a
decal for placenent on the ATV. The decal shall be designed by
the Departnent of Public Safety and shall be provided to the
sheriff by the departnent. Each decal shall contain such nunbers
and/ or other vehicle identifying informati on as the Departnent of
Public Safety may prescri be.

(4) At the tine of registration, the registrant shall pay to
the sheriff a one-tine fee of Ten Dollars ($10.00). Eight Dollars
($8.00) of the fee shall be forwarded to the Departnent of Public
Safety at the tine that the sheriff's departnment is required under
subsection (3) of this section to provide the departnent with a
copy of the registration. Two Dollars ($2.00) of the fee shall be
retained by the sheriff and shall be paid to the chancery clerk
for deposit into the general fund of the county. The fees
received by the Departnment of Public Safety shall be expended by
t he departnent, upon appropriation by the Legislature, for the
expenses the departnent incurs in conplying with the provisions of
this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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