M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Representati ve Brown To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1242

AN ACT RELATI NG TO EARLY CHI LDHOOD EDUCATI ON; TO AVEND
SECTI ON 37-21-55, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO DELETE FROM THE
DUTI ES OF THE | NTERAGENCY ADVI SORY COWM TTEE FOR EARLY CHI LDHOOD
SERVI CES THE RESPONSI Bl LI TY OF ADVI SI NG AND MAKI NG RECOMVENDATI ONS
TO THE EARLY CHI LDHOOD SERVI CES | NTERAGENCY COORDI NATI NG COUNCI L,
TO AUTHORI ZE THE ADVI SORY COW TTEE TO DI RECT STATE ENTI Tl ES
HAVI NG EARLY CHI LDHOOD RESPONSI BI LI TI ES TO BE COORDI NATED THROUGH
THE DI VI SION OF FAM LY AND CH LDREN S SERVI CES W THI N THE
DEPARTMENT OF HUVAN SERVI CES, AND TO REQUI RE THE ADVI SORY
COMM TTEE TO ASSESS THE EDUCATI ONAL COVPONENTS OF THE STATE' S
TI ERED REI MBURSEMENT STRUCTURE FOR CHI LD CARE FACI LI TIES; TO BRI NG
FORWARD SECTI ONS 37-21-51 AND 37-21-53, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
VH CH RELATE TO EARLY CHI LDHOOD EDUCATI ON AND THE EARLY CHI LDHOGOD
SERVI CES | NTERAGENCY COORDI NATI NG COUNCI L, FOR PURPOSES OF
POSSI BLE AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-21-55, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-21-55. (1) The Interagency Advisory Conmittee for Early
Chi | dhood Services is created to devel op and make recomrendati ons
to the Early Chil dhood Services |Interagency Coordinating Counci
establ i shed under Section 37-21-53 as deened necessary to
i npl enent the council's responsibilities relating to all prograns
serving preschool children and their famlies in M ssissippi.

(2) The nenbership of the Interagency Advisory Commttee for
Early Chil dhood Services shall be as foll ows:

(a) The Chairnen of the Senate Education, Public Health
and Wl fare and Appropriations Commttees, or their Senate
desi gnees;

(b) The Chairnen of the House Education, Public Health
and Human Servi ces and Appropriations Commttees, or their House
desi gnees;

(c) A representative of the Governor;
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(d) A representative of the State Departnent of

Educat i on;
(e) A representative of the State Departnment of Health;
(f) A representative of the Departnent of Human
Servi ces;
(g) A representative of the State Departnent of Menta
Heal t h;

(h) A representative of the State Departnent of
Rehabi litation Services;

(i) The followi ng representatives of the early
chi | dhood prof essi on:

(1) The President of the M ssissippi Head Start
Associ ati on;

(i1i) Arepresentative froma regulated famly
child care hone network appointed by the Governor;

(ti1) Arepresentative froma |licensed child care
center appointed by the President of the Senate;

(tv) A representative froma public school
pr eki ndergarten program appoi nted by the Speaker of the House;

(v) A representative froma private schoo
pr eki ndergarten program appoi nted by the Governor;

(vi) A representative froma half-day church
sponsor ed prekindergarten program appoi nted by the Speaker of the
House;

(vii) A representative froma university or
col l ege early chil dhood program appoi nted by the President of the
Senat e;

(viii) Arepresentative of a tribal early
chi | dhood program appoi nted by the Governor;

(ix) A representative of an early chil dhood
pr of essi onal organi zati on appoi nted by the President of the

Senat e;
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(x) A representative of an advocacy organi zation
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House; and
(xi) A representative of a comunity or junior
col l ege early chil dhood program appoi nted by the Governor;
(j) A parent of a preschool -age child appointed by the
Gover nor;
(k) A parent of a preschool-age child wth speci al
needs appoi nted by the Speaker of the House;
(I') A representative of the cooperative extension
servi ces appointed by the President of the Senate;
(m A physician who is a nenber of the M ssissipp
Chapter of the Anerican Acadeny of Pediatrics, appointed by the
Director of the University Mdical Center;
(n) The Director of the M ssissippi Public Education
Forum or his designee; and
(o) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi Economc
Council, or his designee.

To the extent possible, any representative of a state agency
designated to serve on the Interagency Advisory Commttee shall be
the sane individual designated to assist the |Interagency
Coordi nating Council in performng its duties and
responsibilities.

(3) The advisory commttee shall neet upon call of the Early
Chi | dhood Services Interagency Coordinating Council before August
1, 2000, and the council shall appoint a chairman from anong the
nmenbership of the advisory commttee. The chairnman shall serve
for a one-year termand may be reappointed for subsequent terns.
The advi sory conmttee shall adopt internal organizationa
procedures necessary for efficient operation of the advisory
commttee and may establish subcomm ttees for conducting specific
prograns and activities. Advisory conmttee procedures nust
include duties of officers, a process for selecting officers,

duties of subcomm ttees, quorumrequirenents for conducting
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busi ness and policies for any staff. The nenbers of the Early
Chi | dhood Services Interagency Coordinating Council shal

desi gnate necessary staff of their departnents to assist the

advi sory conmttee in performng its duties and responsibilities.
The advi sory conmttee shall neet and conduct business at | east
quarterly. Quarterly neetings of the advisory conmttee shall be
open to the public, and opportunity for public comment nust be
made avail abl e at each neeting. The staff of the advisory
commttee shall notify all persons who request such notice as to
the date, time and place of each neeting.

(4) The Interagency Advisory Commttee for Early Chil dhood
Services, in addition to responsibilities assigned by the Early
Chi | dhood Services | nteragency Coordinating Council, shall perform
each of the follow ng duties:

(a) Assist in the inplenentation of the study conducted
by the Task Force on the Devel opnment and | npl enentation of
Conpr ehensi ve Early Chil dhood Services in M ssissippi established
under Laws, 1999, Chapter 584;

(b) ldentify services to children which inpact early
chi | dhood devel opnent and educati on;

(c) ldentify and reconmmend nethods to facilitate
i nt eragency coordi nation of service prograns for preschool
chil dren; and

(d) Serve as a forumfor information exchange regarding
recommendations and priorities in early childhood devel opnent and
education. * * *

* * %

(5) The Interagency Advisory Commttee for Early Chil dhood

Services, with the consent of a majority of its nmenbers, may

direct any state entity with early chil dhood responsibilities to

be coordinated through the Division of Famly and Children's

Services within the Departnment of Human Services for the purposes
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131 of aligning the various educational efforts being conducted by

132 different state entities in the State of M ssi ssippi.

133 (6) Beginning on July 1, 2006, the Interagency Advisory

134 Conmittee for Early Chil dhood Services shall neet at the direction

135 of the Director of the Division of Famly and Children's Services

136 to assess the appropriate criteria for determ ning and

137 inplenenting the educati onal conponents of the state's tiered

138 reinbursenent structure for child care facilities.

139 SECTION 2. Section 37-21-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
140 brought forward as foll ows:

141 37-21-51. (1) As used in Sections 37-21-51 through

142 37-21-55, the term "preschool children" neans any chil dren who
143 have not entered kindergarten.

144 (2) To ensure that all children have access to quality early
145 chil dhood educati on and devel opnent services, the Legislature
146 finds and declares the foll ow ng:

147 (a) Parents have the primary duty to educate their
148 young preschool children;

149 (b) The State of M ssissippi can assist and educate
150 parents in their role as the prinmary caregivers and educators of
151 young preschool children; and

152 (c) There is a need to explore innovative approaches
153 and strategies for aiding parents and famlies in the education
154 and devel opnent of young preschool children.

155 SECTION 3. Section 37-21-53, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
156 brought forward as foll ows:

157 37-21-53. (1) The Early Chil dhood Services I|Interagency
158 Coordinating Council is created to ensure coordi nation anong the
159 wvarious agencies and prograns serving preschool children in order
160 to support school district's efforts to achieve the goal of

161 readiness to start school, to facilitate communicati on,

162 cooperation and maxi num use of resources and to pronote high
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standards for all prograns serving preschool children and their
famlies in M ssissippi.

(2) The nmenbership of the Early Chil dhood Services
I nt eragency Coordinating Council shall be as foll ows:

(a) The State Superintendent of Public Education;

(b) The Executive Director of the State Departnent of
Heal t h;

(c) The Executive Director of the Departnent of Human
Servi ces;

(d) The Executive Director of the State Departnent of
Ment al Heal t h;

(e) The Executive Director of the Division of Mdicaid,
Ofice of the Governor;

(f) The Executive Director of the State Departnent of
Rehabilitation Services;

(g) The Comm ssioner of Higher Education;

(h) The Executive Director of the State Board for
Communi ty and Juni or Col | eges; and

(i) The Executive Director of M ssissippi Educational
Tel evi si on.

(3) The council shall neet upon call of the Governor before
August 1, 2000, and shall organize for business by selecting a
chai rman, who shall serve for a one-year termand nmay be sel ected
for subsequent terns. The council shall adopt internal
organi zati onal procedures necessary for efficient operation of the
council. Council procedures nust include duties of officers, a
process for selecting officers, quorumrequirenents for conducting
busi ness and policies for any council staff. Each nenber of the
council shall designate necessary staff of their departnents to
assi st the council in performng its duties and responsibilities.
The council shall neet and conduct business at |east tw ce
annual ly. Meetings of the council nust be open to the public, and

opportunity for public comment nmust be nmade avail abl e at each

H B. No. 1242 *HRO3/R1489*
06/ HRO3/ R1489
PAGE 6 (RKM LH)



196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227

nmeeting. The chairman of the council shall notify all persons who
request such notice as to the date, tinme and place of each
nmeet i ng.

(4) The Early Chil dhood Services Interagency Coordinating
Council shall performeach of the foll ow ng duties:

(a) Serve as interagency coordinating council for the
vari ous agencies and public and private prograns serving preschool
children and their famlies in the State of M ssissippi;

(b) Advise the State Board of Health, State Board of
Educati on, Departnment of Human Services, State Departnent of
Mental Health, D vision of Medicaid, State Departnent of
Rehabilitati on Services and any ot her appropriate agency of
standards, rules, rule revisions, agency guidelines and
adm nistration affecting child care facilities, prekindergarten
progranms, famly training prograns and ot her progranms and services
for preschool children and famlies;

(c) Collect, conpile and distribute data relating to
all prograns and services for preschool children and famlies,
including, but not limted to, an inventory of the prograns and
services available in each county of the state, and identify and
make reconmendations with regard to program areas for which an
unfulfilled need exists within the state for accurate and
accessi bl e i nformation;

(d) Review and anal yze spending priorities for each
state agency that utilizes state or federal funds in the
adm ni stration or provision of prograns and services for preschool
chil dren and nmake recommendations thereon to the Legislative
Budget Comm ttee and the Governor;

(e) Publish annually, before Novenber 1, a
conprehensive report on the status of all prograns and services
for preschool children in Mssissippi and distribute the report to

the Governor, the Legislature and | ocal school districts and make
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228 the report available to the general public, using the follow ng

229 criteria:

230 (i) Program nanme and | ocati on;

231 (i1) Dates of operation;

232 (ii1) Services provided,

233 (iv) Target popul ation and nunber served;
234 (v) Eligibility requirements;

235 (vi) Fundi ng sources;

236 (vii) Amount of funding per unit;

237 (viii) Annual cost;

238 (ix) Evaluation type and results; and

239 (x) The state agency adm nistering the program
240 (f) Receive and consider recommendati ons of the

241 Interagency Advisory Commttee for Early Chil dhood Services
242 established in Section 37-21-55; and

243 (g) Apply for, receive and adm ni ster funds for
244 adm ni stration, research, pilot, planning and eval uation of al

245 prograns serving preschool children and their famlies.

246 (5) |If any agency represented on the Early Chil dhood
247 Services Interagency Coordinating Council includes a request for
248 funding for the support of the council in the agency's annual

249 budget request presented to the Legislative Budget Commttee, the
250 Early Childhood Services |Interagency Coordinating Council shall be
251 abolished, effective on the date that the agency presents its

252 budget request.

253 SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
254 and after July 1, 2006.
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