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Representative Bail ey To: Apportionment and
El ecti ons

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1196

AN ACT TO PROHI BIT A PERSON FROM KNOW NGY DECEI VI NG VOTERS
TO PROVI DE THAT VI OLATORS SHALL BE GQUILTY OF A FELONY; TO PROVI DE
A PROCEDURE FOR REPORTI NG A VI OLATI ON OF SUCH PROHI BI TI ON; TO
REQUI RE THE ATTORNEY GENERAL AND SECRETARY OF STATE TO PROVI DE
CORRECTI VE MEASURES AND REPORT | NFORVATI ON TO THE LEGQ SLATURE; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) Any person who shall know ngly deceive any

ot her person regarding the time, place, or manner of conducting
any election or the qualifications for or restrictions on voter
eligibility for any election shall be guilty of a felony and, upon
conviction, be fined not nore than Five Thousand Dol |l ars
($5,000.00) or inprisoned not nore than five (5) years, or both.

(2) Any person who has reasonabl e cause to suspect that such
a deceptive practice has occurred, may notify any authorized | aw
enforcenment officer with proper jurisdiction, the Attorney Ceneral
or a designee of the Attorney General. Upon such notification,
the | aw enforcenent officer, the Attorney Ceneral or a designee of
the Attorney Ceneral shall be required to conduct an inmediate
investigation, and file a report with the registrar and the
appropriate district attorney. |If a |law enforcenent officer other
than the Attorney CGeneral or his designee is notified, that |aw
enforcenment officer shall also notify the Attorney General or his
desi gnee.

(3) Upon a determ nation by the |aw enforcenent officer, the
Attorney Ceneral or his designee that an act of deception
described in this section has occurred, the Attorney General shal
i mredi ately undertake all effective neasures necessary to provide

correct information to voters affected by the deception.
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(4) The Attorney Ceneral and the Secretary of State shal
promul gate rules and regul ations to effectuate the provisions of
subsection (3) of this section to provide correct information to
any voters deceived. Such regulations shall be devel oped in
consultation with a conmttee that shall not exceed nine (9)
menbers and conposed of the followng: (i) at |least three (3)
registrars, (ii) at least three (3) representatives fromcivil
rights organi zations, voting rights organi zati ons, voter
protection groups or other interested conunity organi zations, and
(ti1) at least one (1) district attorney.

(5 Not later than ninety (90) days after any election, the
Attorney Ceneral shall submt to the chairnen of the M ssissipp
House of Representatives Apportionnment and El ections Commttee and
the M ssissippi Senate Election Commttee a report that includes:
(i) detailed information on specific allegations of deceptive
tactics, (ii) any corrective actions taken in response to such
all egations, (iii) statistical conpilations of how many
al l egati ons were nmade and of, what type, (iv) the geographic
| ocati ons of, and the popul ations affected by, the alleged
deceptive information, (v) the status of the investigations of
such all egations and the effectiveness of any such corrective
actions.

(5) Any person aggrieved by a violation of subsection (1),
or the Attorney General, may institute a civil action or other
proper proceeding for relief, including an application to any
court of conpetent jurisdiction for a permanent or tenporary
i njunction, restraining order or other applicable order.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States

District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
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provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and

ext ended.

SECTI ON 3.

and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

This act shall take effect and be in force from

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.

H B. No. 1196
06/ HRA0/ RL779
PAGE 3 (GnED)

*HR40/R1779*

ST: Deceptive voting practices;
provi de penal ties.

prohi bit and



