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Representative MBride To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1141
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 45-9-53, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
CLARI FY THE REGULATI ON OF THE DI SCHARGE OF FI REARMS | N COUNTI ES OR
MUNI CI PALI TI ES; TO CLARI FY LI ABI LI TIES OF AND SPECI FY CERTAI N
| MVUNI TY FOR EMPLOYERS W TH RESPECT TO THE TRANSPORTATI ON OR
STORAGE OF A FI REARM ON EMPLOYER S PROPERTY; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 45-9-53, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

45-9-53. (1) This section and Section 45-9-51 do not affect
the authority that a county or nunicipality may have under anot her
| aw.

(a) To require citizens or public enployees to be arned
for personal or national defense, |aw enforcenent, or another
| awf ul pur pose;

(b) To regulate the discharge of firearns within the

limts of the county or nunicipality. A county or nmunicipality

may not apply a regulation relating to the discharge of firearns

or other weapons in the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the

county or nunicipality or in an area annexed by the county or

municipality after Septenber 1, 1981, if the firearmor other

weapon is:

(i) A shotgun, air rifle or air pistol, BB gun or

bow and arrow di schar ged:

1. On a tract of land of ten (10) acres or

nore and nore than one hundred fifty (150) feet froma residence

or occupi ed building | ocated on another property; and

2. In a manner not reasonably expected to

cause a projectile to cross the boundary of the tract; or
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(ii) Acenter fire or rimfire rifle or pistol or

a nuzzle-loading rifle or pistol of any caliber discharged:

1. On atract of land of fifty (50) acres or

nore and nore than three hundred (300) feet froma residence or

occupi ed buil ding | ocated on another property; and

2. In a manner not reasonably expected to

cause a projectile to cross the boundary of tract;

(c) To regulate the use of property or |ocation of
busi nesses for uses therein pursuant to fire code, zoning
ordi nances, or |and-use regulations, so |long as such codes,
ordi nances and reqgul ations are not used to circunvent the intent
of Section 45-9-51 or subparagraph (e) of this section;

(d) To regulate the use of firearns in cases of
insurrection, riots and natural disasters in which the city finds
such regul ati on necessary to protect the health and safety of the

public. However, the provisions of this section shall not apply

to the | awmful possession of firearns in the hone, place of

business or in transit to and fromthe honme or place of business;

(e) To regulate the storage or transportation of
expl osives in order to protect the health and safety of the
public, wth the exception of black powder which is exenpt up to
twenty-five (25) pounds per private residence and fifty (50)
pounds per retail dealer;

(f) To reqgulate the carrying of a firearmat: (i) a
public park or at a public neeting of a county, municipality or
ot her governnental body; (ii) a political rally, parade or
official political neeting; or (iii) a nonfirearmrel ated school,
coll ege or professional athletic event; or

(g) To regulate the receipt of firearnms by pawnshops.

(2) The exception provided by subsection (1)(f) of this
section does not apply if the firearmwas in or carried to and

froman area designated for use in a lawful hunting, fishing or
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ot her sporting event and the firearmis of the type commonly used
in the activity.

SECTION 2. (1) Except as otherw se provided in subsection

(2) of this section, a public or private enployer my not
establish, maintain, or enforce any policy or rule that has the
effect of prohibiting a person fromtransporting or storing a
firearmin a | ocked vehicle in any parking | ot, parking garage, or
ot her desi gnated parking area.

(2) A private enployer may prohibit an enpl oyee from
transporting or storing a firearmin a vehicle in a parking |ot,
par ki ng garage, or other parking area the enpl oyer provides for
enpl oyees to which access is restricted or limted through the use
of a gate, security station or other neans of restricting or
limting general public access onto the property.

(3) This section shall not apply to vehicles owed or |eased
by an enpl oyer and used by the enployee in the course of his
busi ness.

(4) This section does not authorize a person to transport or
store a firearmon any prem ses where the possession of a firearm
is prohibited by state or federal |aw.

(5 A public or private enployer shall not be liable in a
civil action for damages resulting fromor arising out of an
occurrence involving the transportation, storage, possession or
use of a firearmcovered by this section.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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