M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Representati ve Brown To: Universities and
Col | eges; Education

HOUSE BI LL NO 1130
(As Passed t he House)

AN ACT RELATI NG TO THE EDUCATI ONAL STRUCTURE OF PUBLI C HI GH
SCHOOLS I N THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI; TO AUTHORI ZE THE
ESTABLI SHVENT OF A M SSI SSI PPl VI RTUAL PUBLI C SCHOOL PROGRAM AND
TO PRESCRI BE CERTAI N REQUI REMENTS FOR THE PROGRAM TO CREATE A NEW
SECTI ON TO BE CCDI FI ED AS SECTI ON 37-15-38, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO PROVI DE FOR THE CREATI ON OF H GH SCHOOL AND UNI VERSI TY OR
COMVUNI TY COLLEGE DUAL ENRCLLMENT PROGRAMS, TO PRESCRI BE
CONDI TI ONS FOR PARTI Cl PATION I N THE PROGRAM TO PROVI DE FOR THE
PAYMENT OF TUI TI ON AND COSTS FOR UNI VERSI TY AND COMVUNI TY COLLEGE
LEVEL COURSES, AND TO CLARI FY THAT COURSE WORK TAKEN UNDER THE
PROGRAM SHALL BE DUAL CREDI T; TO CODI FY SECTI ON 37-15- 39,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO OFFER
PRE- ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES, TO REQUI RE FUNDI NG TO BE MADE
AVAI LABLE IN THE 2007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR FOR ALL SOPHOMORES TO TAKE
A NATI ONALLY RECOGNI ZED APTI TUDE TEST FOR ADVANCED PLACEMENT
CLASSES, AND TO REQUI RE ALL H GH SCHOOLS TO OFFER AT LEAST FOUR
ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES BEG NNI NG | N THE 2007- 2008 SCHOOL YEAR;
TO ESTABLI SH A LI FELONG LEARNI NG COW SSI ON TO STUDY THE RELEVANCE
OF THE H GH SCHOOL EXPERI ENCE | N M SSI SSI PPl ; TO CODI FY SECTI ON
37-3-95, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE THE STATE DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATI ON AND THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF
H GHER LEARNI NG TO JO NTLY PREPARE AN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE
LEG SLATURE ON THE TEACHER EDUCATI ON PROGRAMS | N THE STATE; TO
CODI FY SECTI ON 37-7-346, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO DI RECT THE
STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON AND THE REG ONAL EDUCATI ON SERVI CE
AGENCI ES TO JA NTLY DEVELOP A PLAN FOR | NCREASI NG THE DUTI ES AND
RESPONSI BI LI TI ES OF THE AGENCI ES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) The Legislature finds and decl ares the

fol | ow ng:

(a) Meeting the educational needs of children in our
state's schools is of the greatest inportance to the future
wel fare of the State of M ssissippi;

(b) dosing the achievenment gap between hi gh-perform ng
students, including the achievenment gap anong at-risk students, is
a significant and present chall enge;

(c) Providing a broader range of educational options to

parents and utilizing existing resources, along with technol ogy,
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may hel p students in the state inprove their academ c achi evenent;
and

(d) Many of the state's school districts currently |ack
the capacity to provide other public school choices for students
whose school s are | ow perform ng.

(2) There is created the Mssissippi Virtual Public School
Program It is the intent of the Legislature that virtual schools
established under this section provide Mssissippi famlies with
an alternative choice to access additional educational resources
in an effort to inprove academ c achi evenent. Virtual schools
nmust be recogni zed as public schools and provi ded equitable
treatnent and resources as are other public schools in the state.

(3) Nothing in this section may be interpreted as precl uding
the use of conputer- and Internet-based instruction for students
in avirtual or renote setting.

(4) As used in this section, the foll ow ng words and phrases
have the neani ngs respectively ascribed unless the context clearly
requi res ot herw se:

(a) "Virtual school" neans an i ndependent public school
in which the school uses technology in order to deliver a
significant portion of instruction to its students via the
Internet in a virtual or froma renote setting.

(b) "Sponsor" neans the public school district,
regi onal education service agency, charter school or the State
Board of Education having a fiduciary and credit-granting
responsibility, independently or cooperatively, for the operation
of the virtual school

(5 (a) The State Board of Education shall sponsor at |east
one (1) such school beginning in school year 2006-2007.

(b) The State Board of Educati on-sponsored school s
shal |l be operated by one or nore virtual school providers selected

t hrough a conpetitive bidding process. Contracts with selected
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providers will be overseen by the State Departnent of Education on
behal f of the State Board.

(c) Students who enroll in a State Board of
Educati on-sponsored virtual school may reside anywhere in the
State of M ssissippi. Students who enroll in virtual schools
sponsored by | ocal public school districts, regional education
servi ce agencies, and/or charter schools nust reside within the
exi sting service areas of those sponsors.

(6) A virtual school nust be evaluated annually by its
sponsor according to the followng criteria:

(a) The extent to which the school denopnstrates an
i ncrease in student achi evenent according to the goals of its
aut hori zing contract and state academ c standards.

(b) The accountability and viability of the virtual
school, as denonstrated by its academc, fiscal and operational
per f or mance.

(c) The access of each student in the virtual school to
a sequential curriculumthat neets or exceeds the state’s academ c
standards and which has an interactive programwth significant
onl i ne components.

(d) \Whether or not each student achieves the required
nunber of hours of |earning opportunities per academ c year, as
established by the State Board of Education, or alternatively, has
denonstrated nmastery or conpletion of appropriate subject areas.

(e) The results of students on regul ar assessnents,
including the required M ssissippi Curriculum Tests, Subject Area
Tests and those tests required by the "No Child Left Behind Act."

(7) A virtual school shall provide to each student enrolled
in the school all necessary instructional materials. The school
must ensure that each student is provided access to the necessary
t echnol ogy, such as a conputer and printer, and to an |nternet
connection for school work purposes. A virtual school nay not

provide an allotnent to any student or the student's famly for
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104 the purchase of instructional progranms or materials. However,
105 nothing in this subsection shall prohibit a virtual school from
106 reinbursing students or famlies for those costs directly

107 associated with their Internet connection for use in the virtual
108 school program

109 (8) The State Board of Education shall have approval

110 authority for all coursewrk and policy of a virtual school.

111 (9) Each teacher enployed by or participating in the

112 delivery of instruction through a virtual school nust neet al

113 qualifications for licensure in the State of M ssissippi.

114 (10) Any student who neets state residency requirenents may
115 enroll in a virtual school.
116 (11) Enrollnment in any virtual school nust be free of charge

117 to students. The costs associated with the operations of the
118 wvirtual school nust be shared by the State Departnent of

119 Education, subject to appropriation, and/or the |ocal school

120 districts, charter schools or regional education service agencies,
121 subject to funds avail abl e.

122 SECTION 2. The follow ng shall be codified as Section

123 37-15-38, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

124 37-15-38. (1) A local school board, the Board of Trustees
125 of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning and the State Board for
126 Conmmunity and Juni or Col |l eges may establish a dual enroll nment
127 system under which students in the school district who neet the

128 prescribed criteria of this section may be enrolled in a

129 postsecondary institution in Mssissippi while they are still in
130 school .
131 (2) Student eligibility. Before credits earned by a

132 qualified high school student froma community or junior college
133 or state institutions of higher learning may be transferred to the
134 student's honme school district, the student nust be properly

135 enrolled in a dual enrollnment program
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(3) Admssion criteria for dual enrollnment in conmunity and
junior college or university prograns. The boards of trustees of
the comunity and junior college districts and the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning may reconmend
adm ssion criteria for dual enroll nent prograns under which high
school students may enroll at a conmmunity or junior college or
university while they are still attending high school and enrolled
i n high school courses. Students nmay be admitted to enroll in
comunity or junior college courses under the dual enroll nent
progranms if they neet that individual institution's stated
adm ssi on requirenents.

(4) Tuition and cost responsibility. Tuition and costs for
uni versity-level courses and conmunity and junior college courses
of fered under a dual enrollnent programnay be paid for by the
post secondary institution, the |ocal school district, the parents
or legal guardians of the student, or by grants, foundations or
other private or public sources. Paynent for tuition and any
ot her costs nust be made directly to the credit-granting
institution.

(5) Transportation responsibility. Any transportation
required by a student to participate in the dual enroll nent
programis the responsibility of the parent, custodian or | egal
guardi an of the student. However, transportation costs may be
paid fromany available public or private sources.

(6) School district average daily attendance credit. Wen
the tuition for a dually enrolled student is paid for by the | ocal
school district, the student may be counted, for adequate
educati on program fundi ng purposes, in the average daily
attendance of the public school district in which the student
attends hi gh school.

(7) Hi gh school student transcript transfer requirenents.
Grades and col l ege credits earned by students admtted to a dual

enrol | ment program nust be recorded on the college transcript at
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the university or community or junior college where the student
attends classes. The transcript of the university or conmunity or
junior college course work may be rel eased to another institution
or applied toward coll ege graduation requirenents only after the
student has received a high school diploma or has successfully
conpl eted the General Educational Devel opnent (GED) test.

(8) Determining factor of prerequisites for enrollnment in
dual credit courses. Each university and comunity or junior
coll ege participating in a dual enroll nent program shall determ ne
course prerequisites for enrolling and receiving dual credit.

(9) Process for determning articulation of curriculum
bet ween hi gh school, university, and community and junior coll ege
courses. Postsecondary curricula for eligible courses currently
of fered through M ssissippi Curricul um Framewor ks nust neet the
prescribed conpetencies requirenents. Eligible courses not
offered in M ssissippi Curriculum Franeworks nust neet the
st andards established at the postsecondary |evel. Postsecondary
| evel devel opnmental courses may not be considered as neeting the
requi renents of the dual enrollnent program Dual credit
menor andum of under st andi ngs nust be established between each
post secondary institution and the school district inplenmenting a
dual credit program

(10) Ineligible courses for dual credit prograns. Unless
wai ved by a school principal, any course that is required for
subject area testing as a requirenent for graduation froma public
school in Mssissippi is not eligible for dual credit.

(11) Eligible courses for dual credit prograns. Courses
eligible for dual credit include, but are not necessarily l[imted
to, foreign | anguages, advanced math courses, advanced science
courses, performng arts, advanced business and technol ogy, and
career and technical courses. These courses and any additi onal
courses considered for dual credit nust receive unconditional

approval fromthe superintendent of the |ocal school district and
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the chief academ c officer at the participating conmunity or
junior college or university. A university or comunity or junior
col |l ege shall nmake the final decision on what courses are eligible
for senester hour credits. The |ocal school superintendent shal
make the final decision on the transfer of college or university
courses credited to the student's high school transcript.

(12) Hi gh school Carnegie unit equivalency. One (1)

t hree-hour university or community or junior college course is
equal to one-half (1/2) high school Carnegie unit. A ful

Carnegie unit may be awarded for a three-hour university or
col | ege course upon approval of the |local superintendent. Partial
credit agreenents for postsecondary courses that are | ess than
three (3) hours may be devel oped between a | ocal school district
and the participating postsecondary institution.

(13) Course alignnment. Once alignnment is achi eved bet ween
uni versity courses, conmunity and junior college courses and the
State Board of Education approved high school courses, the
uni versities, community and junior colleges and high school s shal
review their respective policies and assess the place of dual
credit courses within the context of their traditional offerings.

(14) Maxi mumdual credits allowed. It is the intent of the
dual enrollnent programto nmake it possible for every student who
desires to earn a senester's worth of college credit in high
school to do so. A qualified dually enrolled high school student
must be allowed to earn an unlimted nunber of college or
university credits for dual credit as long as a B average is
earned on the first two (2) approved dual credit courses. |If a B
average is not maintained after the conpletion of the student's
first two (2) dual credit courses, the student nmay not continue in
the dual credit program

(15) Dual credit program all owances. A student nay be

granted credit delivered through the foll owm ng neans:
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(a) Exam nation preparation taught at a high school by
a qualified teacher. A student may receive credit at the
secondary |l evel after conpletion of an approved course and passing
t he standard exam nation, such as an Advanced Pl acenent or
I nternati onal Baccal aureate course through which a high schoo
student is allowed CLEP credit by nmaking a three (3) or higher on
t he end- of - course exam nati on

(b) School - based courses taught at a high school or
desi gnat ed postsecondary site by a qualified teacher who is an
enpl oyee of the school district and approved as an instructor by
the col |l aborating college or university.

(c) College or university-based courses taught at a
col l ege, university or high school by an instructor enployed by
the college or university and approved by the coll aborating school
district.

(d) Online courses, including eligible courses offered
by the M ssissippi Virtual Public School or any postsecondary
institution.

(16) Qualifications of dual credit instructors. A dual
credit academi c instructor nust have, at a mninum a nmaster’s
degree with at | east eighteen (18) graduate senester hours in the
instructor's field of expertise. University and community and
junior college personnel have the sole authority in the selection
of dual credit instructors.

A dual credit career and technical education instructor mnust
nmeet the requirenents set forth by the State Board for Conmunity
and Junior Colleges in the qualifications manual for postsecondary
career and technical personnel. University and comunity and
junior college personnel have the sole authority in the selection
of dual credit instructors.

(17) «@uidance on | ocal agreenents. The Chief Academ c
Oficer of the State Board of Trustees of State Institutions of

Hi gher Learning and the Chief Academc Oficer of the State Board
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for Comunity and Junior Coll eges, working collaboratively, shal
develop a tenplate to be used by the individual conmunity and
junior colleges and institutions of higher |earning for consistent
i npl ementation of the dual enrollnment programthroughout the State
of M ssi ssippi.

SECTION 3. The follow ng shall be codified as Section
37-15-39, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

37-15-39. (1) The purpose of this section is to ensure that
each student has a sufficient education for success after high
school and that all students have equal access to a substantive
and rigorous curriculumthat is designed to challenge their m nds
and enhance their know edge skill

(2) The follow ng words and phrases have the meani ngs
ascribed in this section unless the context clearly requires
ot herw se:

(a) "Advanced pl acenent course" nmeans any hi gh schoo
| evel preparatory course for a coll ege advanced pl acenent test
that incorporates all topics specified by recogni zed advanced
pl acenment authorities on standards for a given subject area and
is approved by recogni zed advanced pl acenent authorities.

(b) "Dual enrollnment course" nmeans a postsecondary
| evel course offered by a state institution of higher |earning or
community or junior colleges, which, upon successful conpletion,
qualifies for academ c credit in both the postsecondary
institution and public high school.

(c) "Pre-advanced pl acenent course" neans a m ddl e,
junior high or high school |evel course that specifically prepares
students to enroll and participate in an advanced pl acenent
cour se.

(d) "Vertical teanmt nmeans a group of educators from
different grade levels in a given discipline working cooperatively
to devel op and inplenent a vertically aligned program ai ned at

hel pi ng students from di verse backgrounds acquire the academ c
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skills necessary for success in the advanced pl acenent program and
ot her chal | engi ng course work.

(e) "Hi gh concentration of |owincone students" neans,
when used with respect to a public school or school district, a
public school or school district that serves a student popul ation
with fifty percent (50% or nore being | owincone individuals ages
five (5) through seventeen (17) years froma |l owincone famly on
the basis of: data on children eligible for the free or
reduced- price lunches under the National School Lunch Act; data on
children in famlies receiving assistance under Part A of Title IV
of the Social Security Act; data on children eligible to receive
medi cal assi stance under the Medicaid programunder Title Xl X of
the Social Security Act; or an alternate nethod of identifying
such children which conbi nes or extrapol ates that data.

(3) The State Board of Education shall establish clear,
specific and chall enging training guidelines that require teachers
of advanced pl acenent courses and teachers of pre-advanced
pl acement courses to obtain a recogni zed advanced pl acenent
authority endorsed training. A teacher of an advanced pl acenent
or pre-advanced pl acenent course, or both, nust obtain the
appropriate training.

(4) (a) In order to ensure that each student has a
sufficient education for success after high school and that al
students have equal access to a substantive and ri gorous
curriculumthat is designed to challenge their m nds and enhance
their know edge skill, school districts shall offer pre-advanced
pl acement courses to prepare students for advanced pl acenent
course work

(b) Funding shall be nade avail able for the 2007-2008
school year so that all sophonores in M ssissippi's public schools
may take an exam nation that neasures the students' ability to
succeed in an advanced pl acenent course. The State Departnent of

Education shall seek federal funding through the Advanced
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Pl acenment | ncentive Grant Program and ot her avail able funding for
this purpose. Funding efforts nust be focused with an intent to
carry out advanced pl acenent and pre-advanced pl acenent activities
in school districts targeted as serving a high concentration of

| owi ncome students.

(c) The State Departnent of Education nust approve al
cl asses designated as pre-advanced pl acenent courses. The
departnent shall develop rul es necessary for the inplenentation of
advanced pl acenent courses.

(5) Begi nning with the 2007-2008 school year, all school
districts nmust offer at |east one (1) advanced placenent course in
each of the four (4) core areas of math, English, science and
social studies, for a total offering of no | ess than four (4)
advanced pl acenent courses. The use of the state's on-line
Advanced Pl acenent Instructional Programis an appropriate
alternative for the delivery of advanced pl acenent courses.

Any public high school offering the International
Baccal aureate Di ploma Programis exenpt fromthe requirenents of
this subsection. However, the school nay participate in teacher
trai ning and program fundi ng on the sanme basis as any hi gh school
of fering advanced pl acenent courses.

SECTION 4. (1) There is established a conm ssion to be

known as the "Lifelong Learning Conmm ssion."
(2) The comm ssion shall consist of four (4) nmenbers, who
shal| serve ex officio, as follows:
(a) The Governor of the State of M ssissippi, who shal
serve as chairman;
(b) The State Superintendent of Public Education;
(c) The Comm ssioner of the State Board for Comrunity
and Juni or Col | eges; and
(d) The Comm ssioner of Higher Education.
(3) The duties of the Lifelong Learning Conmm ssion shal

i nclude, but not necessarily be limted to, the foll ow ng:
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(a) To assess the dropout crisis in Mssissippi and
reconmmend action steps to address it;

(b) To create a set of comon definitions for
graduation and dropout rates which can be used to conpare the
comm ssion's progress relative to other states;

(c) To facilitate agreenents that will nake the
M ssi ssi ppi high school experience nore neani ngful;

(d) To encourage nore rigor and relevance in the high
school experience;

(e) To facilitate the transferability of education from
secondary to postsecondary institutions;

(f) To raise state awareness on the need for inproving
M ssi ssi ppi ‘s high school s;

(g) To develop a series of best practices policy
actions that state policymakers and | egislators can inplenent to
achi eve system w de hi gh school reform and

(h) To convene town hall neetings around the state,
when the comm ssion determ nes necessary, where students,
teachers, adm nistrators and parents can di scuss high school, the
seni or year and inpedinents to greater success.

(4) The comm ssion may prepare an annual report for the
consideration of the Chairnmen of the House and Senat e Educati on
and Universities and Col |l eges Conmttees pertaining to the
information gathered in the performance of its duties.

(5) The comm ssion nenbers shall neet at those tinmes and
pl aces deened necessary by the comm ssion. The comm ssion may use
any avail able resources to fulfill its m ssion.

SECTION 5. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 37-3-95, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

37-3-95. The State Departnent of Education and the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning shall prepare
jointly an annual report for the Legislature and Governor to be

subm tted before Decenber 1 of each year beginning in 2006. The
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report shall be a conpilation of existing data that nay be used to
create a rating systemthat neasures the performance of the
t eacher education prograns in the state.

SECTION 6. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 37-7-346, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

37-7-346. The State Departnent of Education and the Regi onal
Educati on Service Agencies (RESAs) shall prepare jointly a report,
to be submtted before Decenber 15, 2006, for consideration of the
Legi sl ature and Governor, detailing the plans that shall be
enacted by State Board of Education policy of how RESAs will work
in partnership with the State Departnent of Education to increase
their function as a | ocal provider of educational services and
purchasi ng consortia as provided in Section 37-7-345(6). These
services nust be prescribed by policies and standards of the State
Depart ment of Education and must include, but not necessarily be
limted to, professional devel opnent, instructional materials,
educati onal technol ogy, curricul um devel opnent, alternative
educati onal prograns, purchasing cooperatives, iInsurance
cooperatives, business nmanager services, auditing and accounting
services, school safety/risk prevention, data processing and
student records, communications/public information, enployee
background checks, grants managenent, printing/publications and
i nt ernshi ps.

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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