M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Representati ve Brown To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO 1121
(As Passed t he House)

AN ACT RELATI NG TO THE ADM NI STRATI ON AND GOVERNANCE OF LOCAL
SCHOOL DI STRICTS; TO CREATE A NEW SECTI ON TO BE CODI FI ED AS
SECTI ON 37-7-301.1, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO GRANT HOMVE RULE
TO LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRI CTS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-17-11, M SSI SSI PPI
CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO EXEMPT
SCHOOL DI STRI CTS MEETI NG LEVEL 4 OR 5 ACCREDI TATI ON STANDARDS FROM
COMPULSORY STANDARDS OF ACCREDI TATI ON WH CH ARE PRESCRI BED OTHER
THAN BY LAW TO CREATE A NEW SECTI ON TO BE CCODI FI ED AS SECTI ON
37-17-12, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO EXEMPT SCHOOL DI STRI CTS
MEETI NG LEVEL 4 OR 5 ACCREDI TATI ON STANDARDS FROM CERTAI N
STATUTORY REQUI REMENTS AND THE PROCESS STANDARDS SET FORTH I N THE
M SSI SSI PPl PUBLI C SCHOCOLS ACCOUNTABI LI TY MANUAL; TO AMEND SECTI ON
37-3-4, MSSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO EXEMPT PRI NCI PALS AND
ADM NI STRATORS W TH CAREER LEVEL CERTI FI CATI ONS | N SCHOCOLS
ACCREDI TED AT LEVEL 4 OR 5 FROM CERTAI' N CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON
REQUI REMENTS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-3-46, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO EXEMPT SCHOOL DI STRI CTS MEETI NG LEVEL 4 OR 5 ACCREDI TATI ON
STANDARDS FROM THE REQUI REMENT OF RECEI VI NG TECHNI CAL ASSI STANCE
FROM THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON | N REGARD TO FI NANCI AL AND
PERSONNEL APPRAI SAL AND COVPENSATI ON SYSTEMs5; TO AMEND SECTI ON
37-3-49, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO EXEMPT SCHOOL DI STRI CTS
MEETI NG LEVEL 4 OR 5 ACCREDI TATI ON STANDARDS FROM CERTAI N
REQUI REMENTS RELATI NG TO | NSTRUCTI ONAL PROGRAMS; TO AMEND SECTI ON
37-7-337, MSSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO EXEMPT SCHOOL DI STRI CTS
MEETI NG LEVEL 4 OR 5 ACCREDI TATI ON STANDARDS FROM REQUI REMENTS
RELATI NG TO THE CREATI ON OF COMVUNI TY | NVOLVEMENT PLANS; TO AMEND
SECTI ON 37-17-8, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO EXEMPT SCHOOL
DI STRI CTS MEETI NG LEVEL 4 OR 5 ACCREDI TATI ON STANDARDS FROM
REQUI REMENTS RELATI NG TO STAFF DEVELOPMENT PLANS; TO AMEND SECTI ON
37-21-7, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO EXEMPT SCHOOL DI STRI CTS
MEETI NG LEVEL 4 OR 5 ACCREDI TATI ON STANDARDS FROM CERTAI N
REQUI REMENTS RELATED TO THE EMPLOYMENT OF ASSI STANT TEACHERS; TO
AMEND SECTI ONS 37-13-61, 37-13-67 AND 37-13-69, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS TO DESI GNATE THE OPENI NG
AND CLOSI NG DATES OF THE SCHOOL TERM THE NUMBER OF TEACHI NG HOURS
PER SCHOOL DAY AND HOLI DAYS THAT ARE TO BE OBSERVED | N THE
DI STRI CT; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-41-53, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
DELETE THE REQUI REMENT THAT SCHOCL BOARDS REQUI RE SCHOCL
TRANSPORTATI ON VEHI CLES TO BE | NSPECTED ACCORDI NG TO STATE BQARD
OF EDUCATI ON REGULATI ONS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-7-301, M SSI SSI PPI
CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO CONTRACT W TH
PRI VATE ENTI TI ES TO PROVI DE CERTAI N NONI NSTRUCTI ONAL SERVI CES; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
37-7-301.1, M ssissippi Code of 1972:
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37-7-301.1. The school board of a school district nmay adopt

any orders, resolutions or ordinances with respect to school
district affairs, property and finances which are not inconsistent
with the M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, the M ssissippi Code of
1972, or any other statute or law of the State of M ssissippi.
Except as otherwi se provided in this section, the powers granted
to the school boards in this section are conplete wthout the
exi stence of or reference to any specific authority granted in any
other statute or law of the State of M ssissippi. Unless such
actions are specifically authorized by another statute or |aw of
the State of M ssissippi, this section shall not authorize a
school board to: (a) levy taxes of any kind or increase the |evy
of any authorized tax; (b) issue bonds of any kind; or (c) enter
into collective bargaining agreenents.

SECTION 2. Section 37-17-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-17-11. The State Board of Education, in its discretion,

may exenpt any school district neeting Level 4 or 5 state

accreditation standards, as defined by the State Board of

Education, from any conpul sory standard of accreditation. * * *
However, if the standard of accreditation is an educational policy
requi red by statute, any such exenption shall only be nmade if
specifically authorized by |aw

SECTION 3. The follow ng shall be codified as Section
37-17-12, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

37-17-12. (1) (a) Effective July 1, 2006, principals and
adm nistrators with career |evel certifications at schools with
Level 4 or 5 accreditation standards shall be exenpted fromthe
provi sions pursuant to Section 37-3-4, subject to approval of the
| ocal superintendent.

(b) Effective July 1, 2006, school districts neeting
Level 4 or 5 accreditation standards, as defined by the State

Board of Education, shall be exenpted fromthe provisions pursuant
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to Sections 37-3-46, 37-3-49 (2), 37-7-337, 37-17-8, and
37-21-7(4).

(c) The State Departnent of Education shall develop a
policy to determ ne reeval uati on of exenption status.

(2) The State Departnent of Education is directed to provide
a report of all exenpted process standards and nonexenpted process
standards to the O fice of the Governor, the Chairs of the House
and Senate Education Commttees, and the M ssissippi Association
of School Superintendents by Decenber 1, 2007.

SECTION 4. Section 37-3-4, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-3-4. (1) There is established within the State
Depart ment of Education, the School Executive Managenent
Institute. The director shall be appointed by the State Board of
Educati on upon recomendati on by the State Superintendent of
Publ ic Education. The State Superintendent of Public Education,
with the approval of the State Board of Education, shall assign
sufficient staff nenbers fromthe State Departnent of Education to
the institute.

(2) It shall be the purpose and duty of the institute to
conduct thorough enpirical studies and anal yses of the school
managenment needs of the |ocal school districts throughout the
state, to nake recomendations to the State Board of Education
regardi ng standards and prograns of training that aid in the
devel opment of adm nistrative and managenent skills of |ocal
school adm nistrators, and to conduct such prograns related to
t hese purposes as they are inplenented under guidelines
established by the State Board of Educati on.

(3) The State Board of Education shall devel op and i npl enent
t hrough the School Executive Managenent Institute a programfor
t he devel opnent of adm nistrative and nmanagenent skills of | ocal
school adm nistrators under which all |ocal school adm nistrators

shall be required to participate. Subject to the extent of
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appropriations available for such purpose, the School Executive
Managenent Institute or the M ssissippi School Boards Association
shall be required to offer courses at |east twice a year on the
uses of technology to principals, superintendents and ot her

adm ni strative personnel. These courses shall relate to the
application of technology to learning, as well as admnistrative
pr obl ens.

(4) (a) The institute shall have an advi sory board conposed
of ten (10) qualified nmenbers appointed by the State Board of
Education after consultation with the State Superintendent of
Publ ic Education. This advisory board will offer reconmendations
to the institute on the types of training to be instituted and
supported. The nenbership of the advisory board shall be conposed
of the follow ng nenbers, two (2) to be appointed from each
congressional district: three (3) school admnistrators; one (1)
representative of public community/junior colleges within the
state; one (1) representative of a school of education in an
institution of higher learning within the state; two (2) | ocal
school board nenbers; one (1) classroomteacher; and two (2) |ay
persons. |In making the initial appointnents, three (3) nenbers
shal |l be appointed for a termof one (1) year, three (3) nenbers
shall be appointed for a termof two (2) years, two (2) nenbers
shal |l be appointed for a termof three (3) years, and two (2)
menbers shall be appointed for a termof four (4) years.
Thereafter, all nenbers shall be appointed for a termof four (4)
years. The advisory board shall neet when called by the director,
but in no event fewer than three (3) tinmes per year. The nenbers
of the advisory board shall be conpensated at the per diemrate
aut hori zed by Section 25-3-69 and rei nbursed for actual and
necessary expenses as authorized by Section 25-3-41.

(b) Board nenbers of the Oxford-Lafayette Business and

I ndustrial Conplex shall be paid per diemand reinbursed for
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expenses and mleage fromlocal funds in accordance with Section
37-6-13.

(5 (a) Basic Education Course. Subject to the extent of
appropriations available for such purpose, the School Executive
Managenment Institute of the State Departnent of Education shal
prepare and conduct a course of training for basic education for
the |l ocal school board nmenbers of this state, in order for board
menbers to carry out their duties nore effectively and be exposed
to new i deas invol ving school restructuring. The basic course
shall be known as the "School Board Menber Training Course" and
shall consist of at |east twelve (12) hours of training. The
School Executive Managenent Institute shall issue certificates of
conpletion to those school board nenbers who conplete the basic
educati on course.

(b) Continuing Education Course. The M ssissipp
School Boards Association shall be responsible for preparing and
conducting a course of training for continuing education for the
| ocal school board nenbers of this state, in order for board
menbers to carry out their duties nore effectively and be exposed
to new i deas involving school restructuring. The continuing
education course shall be known as the "Continuing Education
Course for School Board Menmbers" and shall consist of at |east six
(6) hours of training.

The M ssi ssi ppi School Boards Associ ation shall issue
certificates of conpletion to those school board nenbers who
conpl ete the continuing education course. All costs and expenses
for preparing and conducting the continuing education course
provided for in this paragraph shall be paid out of any funds
whi ch are made avail able to the M ssissippi School Boards
Associ ati on upon authorization and appropriation by the
Legislature to the State Departnent of Education.

(6) The M ssissippi School Boards Association shall prepare

and submt a report each year to the State Board of Education and
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to the respective Chairs of the House and Senate Education

Comm ttees describing the activities and providing an eval uation
of the continuing education prograns offered by the association
each year.

(7) The School Executive Managenent Institute of the State
Departnent of Education, or the M ssissippi School Boards
Association with the oversight of the State Board of Education, at
| east twice a year, shall prepare and conduct required courses of
training for continuing education for the elenentary and secondary
school principals of this state, in order for principals to carry
out their duties nore effectively and be exposed to new i deas
i nvol vi ng school managenent. The continui ng educati on course
shall be known as the "Continuing Education Course for Principals"”
and shall consist of at |least six (6) hours of training. The
content of the continuing education courses and the tine and pl ace
such courses are to be conducted shall be determ ned by the School
Executive Managenent Institute or the M ssissippi School Boards
Associ ation; however, to the extent practicable, such training
sessions shall be held within geographical proximty of |ocal
districts in order that travel times and costs shall not be
prohi bitive.

The institute shall issue certificates of conpletion to those
princi pals who conpl ete such courses. All costs and expenses for
preparing and conducting the basic and conti nui ng education
courses provided for in this subsection shall be paid out of any
funds which are nmade available to the institute upon authorization
and appropriation by the Legislature.

(8) Principals and other admi nistrators with career |evel

certifications at schools neeting Level 4 or 5 accreditation

standards are exenpt fromthe requirenments of this section,

subj ect to approval of the |ocal superintendent.

SECTION 5. Section 37-3-46, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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37-3-46. * * * The State Departnent of Education, in regard

to any district not neeting Level 4 or 5 accreditation standards,

as defined by the State Board of Education, shall:

(a) Provide to local school districts financial
training and other assistance to inplenment and maintain a state
program of educational accountability and assessnent of
per f or mance.

(b) Provide to local school districts technica
assistance and training in the devel opnent, inplenentation and
adm ni stration of a personnel appraisal and conpensation system
for all school enployees. * * *

(c) Provide to local school districts technica
assi stance in the devel opnent, inplenentation and adm nistration
of prograns designed to keep children in school voluntarily and to
prevent dropouts.

* %k

SECTION 6. Section 37-3-49, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-3-49. (1) The State Departnent of Education shal
provi de an instructional program and establish guidelines and
procedures for managi ng such programin the public schools as part
of the State Program of Educational Accountability and Assessnent
of Performance as prescribed in Section 37-3-46. Public school
districts may (a) elect to adopt the instructional program and
managenent system provi ded by the State Departnent of Education
or (b) elect to adopt an instructional program and nmanagenent
system whi ch neets or exceeds criteria established by the State
Depart ment of Education for such. This provision shall begin with
the courses taught in Grades K-8 which contain skills tested
t hrough the M ssissippi Basic Skills Assessnent Program and shal
proceed through all secondary school courses mandated for
graduation and all secondary school courses in the M ssissipp

end- of -course testing program Qher state core objectives nust
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be included in the district's instructional programas they are
provided by the State Departnent of Education along with
instructional practices, resources, evaluation itens and
managenent procedures. Districts are encouraged to adapt this
program and acconpanyi ng procedures to all other instructional
areas. The departnment shall provide that such program and
gui del i nes, or a program and gui delines devel oped by a | ocal
school district which incorporates the core objectives fromthe
curriculum structure are enforced through the performance-based
accreditation system It is the intent of the Legislature that
every effort be nade to protect the instructional tine in the
cl assroom and reduce the anount of paperwork which nust be
conpleted by teachers. The State Departnent of Education shal
take steps to insure that school districts properly use staff
devel opnent tine to work on the districts' instructional
managenent pl ans.

(2) The State Departnment of Education shall provide such
i nstructional program and managenent gui delines which shal
require for every public school district that:

(a) Al courses taught in Grades K-8 which contain
skills which are tested through the M ssissippi Basic Skills
Assessnent Program all secondary school courses mandated for
graduation, and all courses in the end-of-course testing program
shall include the State Departnent of Education's witten |ist of
| earni ng obj ecti ves.

(b) The I ocal school board nust adopt the objectives
that will formthe core curriculumwhich will be systematically
delivered throughout the district.

(c) The set of objectives provided by the State
Departnent of Education nust be acconpani ed by suggested
instructional practices and resources that would hel p teachers
organi ze instruction so as to pronote student |earning of the

obj ectives. bjectives added by the school district nust also be
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acconpani ed by suggested instructional practices and resources
that woul d hel p teachers organi ze instruction. The instructional
practices and resources that are identified are to be used as
suggestions and not as requirenents that teachers nust follow

The goal of the programis to have students to achieve the desired
objective and not to limt teachers in the way they teach.

(d) Standards for student performance nust be
establ i shed for each core objective in the |ocal program and those
standards establish the district's definition of mastery for each
obj ecti ve.

(e) There shall be an annual review of student
performance in the instructional program against |ocally
establ i shed standards. Wen weaknesses exist in the | ocal
instructional program the district shall take action to inprove
st udent perfornmance.

(3) The State Board of Education and the board of trustees
of each school district shall adopt policies to limt and reduce
the nunber and length of witten reports that classroomteachers
are required to prepare.

(4) This section shall not be construed to limt teachers
fromusing their owm professional skills to help students master
i nstructional objectives, nor shall it be construed as a call for
nore detailed or conplex |lesson plans or any increase in testing
at the local school district |evel.

(5) Districts neeting Level 4 or 5 accreditation standards,

as defined by the State Board of Education, shall be exenpted from

t he provisions of subsection (2) of this section.

SECTION 7. Section 37-7-337, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-7-337. (1) The governing authorities of the county,
counties or city in which a school district is |ocated and the

school board of each school district shall develop a five-year
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pl an to encourage conmunity involvenent with the schools in such
district. * * *

(2) Districts neeting Level 4 or 5 accreditation standards,

as defined by the State Board of Education, shall be exenpted from

t he mandatory provisions of this section.

SECTION 8. Section 37-17-8, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-17-8. (1) The State Board of Education, through the
Comm ssi on on School Accreditation, shall establish criteria for
conprehensi ve in-service staff devel opnent plans. These criteria
shall: (a) include, but not be limted to, fornula and gui delines
for allocating available state funds for in-service training to
| ocal school districts; (b) require that a portion of the plans be
devoted exclusively for the purpose of providing staff devel opnent
training for beginning teachers within that |ocal school district
and for no other purpose; and (c) require that a portion of the
school district's in-service training for adm nistrators and
teachers be dedicated to the application and utilization of
various disciplinary techniques. The board shall each year nake
recommendations to the Legislature concerning the anount of funds
whi ch shall be appropriated for this purpose.

(2) * * * School districts shall not be required to submt
staff devel opnent plans to the Comm ssion on School Accreditation
for approval. However, any school district accredited at Level 1
or Level 2 shall include, as a part of any required corrective
action plan, provisions to address staff devel opnent in accordance
with State Board of Education requirenments. All school districts,
unl ess specifically exenpt fromthis section, nust maintain on
file staff devel opnment plans as required under this section. The
pl an shall have been prepared by a district conmttee appoi nted by
the district superintendent and consisting of teachers,
adm ni strators, school board nenbers, and |ay people, and it shal

have been approved by the district superintendent.
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(3) In order to insure that teachers are not overburdened
w th paperwork and witten reports, |ocal school districts and
the State Board of Education shall take such steps as may be
necessary to further the reduction of paperwork requirenments on
t eachers.

(4) Districts neeting Level 4 or 5 accreditation standards,

as defined by the State Board of Education, shall be exenpted from

the mandatory provisions of this section relating to staff

devel opnent pl ans.

SECTION 9. Section 37-21-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-21-7. (1) This section shall be referred to as the
"M ssissippi Elenmentary School s Assistant Teacher Program " the
pur pose of which shall be to provide an early chil dhood education
programthat assists in the instruction of basic skills. The
State Board of Education is authorized, enpowered and directed to
i npl ement a statew de system of assistant teachers in kindergarten
classes and in the first, second and third grades. The assi stant
teacher shall assist pupils in actual instruction under the strict
supervi sion of a |icensed teacher.

(2) (a) Except as otherw se authorized under subsection
(7), each school district shall enploy the total nunber of
assi stant teachers funded under subsection (6) of this section.
The superintendent of each district shall assign the assistant
teachers to the kindergarten, first-, second- and third-grade
classes in the district in a manner that will pronote the maxi num
efficiency, as determ ned by the superintendent, in the
instruction of skills such as verbal and linguistic skills,
| ogi cal and nmat hematical skills, and social skills.

(b) If a licensed teacher to whom an assi stant teacher

has been assigned is required to be absent fromthe classroom the
assi stant teacher may assune responsibility for the classroomin

|ieu of a substitute teacher. However, no assistant teacher shal
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assune sole responsibility of the classroomfor nore than three
(3) consecutive school days. Further, in no event shall any

assi stant teacher be assigned to serve as a substitute teacher for
any teacher other than the licensed teacher to whomthat assistant
t eacher has been assigned.

(3) Assistant teachers shall have, at a mninmum a high
school diploma or a GED equival ent, and shall show denonstratabl e
proficiency in reading and witing skills. The State Departnent
of Education shall develop a testing procedure for assistant
teacher applicants to be used in all school districts in the
state.

(4) (a) 1In order to receive funding, each school district
shal | :

(1) Submt a plan on the inplenmentation of a
readi ng i nprovenent programto the State Departnent of Education;
and

(ii) Develop a plan of educational accountability
and assessnent of performance, including pretests and posttests,
for reading in Gades 1 through 6.

(b) Additionally, each school district shall

(i) Provide annually a mandatory preservice
orientation session, using an existing in-school service day, for
adm ni strators and teachers on the effective use of assistant
teachers as part of a teamin the classroomsetting and on the
role of assistant teachers, wth enphasis on program goal s;

(i1i1) Hold periodic workshops for adm nistrators
and teachers on the effective use and supervision of assistant
t eachers;

(tii1) Provide training annually on specific
instructional skills for assistant teachers;

(tv) Annually evaluate their programin accordance
with their educational accountability and assessnent of

performance pl an; and
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(v) Designate the necessary personnel to supervise
and report on their program
(5) The State Departnent of Education shall

(a) Develop and assist in the inplenentation of a
statew de uniformtraining nodule, subject to the availability of
funds specifically appropriated therefor by the Legislature, which
shall be used in all school districts for training adm nistrators,
teachers and assistant teachers. The nodule shall provide for the
consol idated training of each assistant teacher and teacher to
whom t he assi stant teacher is assigned, working together as a
team and shall require further periodical training for
adm ni strators, teachers and assistant teachers regarding the role
of assistant teachers;

(b) Annually evaluate the programon the district and
state level. Subject to the availability of funds specifically
appropriated therefor by the Legislature, the departnent shal
develop: (i) uniformevaluation reports, to be perfornmed by the
princi pal or assistant principal, to collect data for the annual
overal | program eval uati on conducted by the departnent; or (ii) a
program eval uati on nodel that, at a m ninum addresses process
eval uation; and

(c) Promulgate rules, regulations and such ot her
st andards deened necessary to effectuate the purposes of this
section. Nonconpliance with the provisions of this section and
any rules, regulations or standards adopted by the departnment nmay
result in a violation of conpul sory accreditation standards as
established by the State Board of Education and Conm ssion on
School Accreditation.

(6) In addition to other funds allotted under the M ni num
Educati on or Adequate Education Program each school district
shall be allotted sufficient funding for the purpose of enploying
assistant teachers. No assistant teacher shall be paid | ess than

t he anbunt he or she received in the prior school year. No schoo
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district shall receive any funds under this section for any school
year during which the aggregate anmount of the | ocal contribution
to the salaries of assistant teachers by the district shall have
been reduced bel ow such anount for the previous year.

* %k

For the 2005-2006 school year and school years thereafter,
the m ninum salary for assistant teachers shall be Twel ve Thousand
Dol | ars ($12, 000. 00).

In addition, for each one percent (1% that the Sine D e
General Fund Revenue Estimate Growth exceeds five percent (5% in
fiscal year * * * 2006, as certified by the Legislative Budget
Ofice to the State Board of Education and subject to the specific
appropriation therefor by the Legislature, the State Board of
Education shall revise the salary scale in the appropriate year to
provi de an additional one percent (1% across the board increase
in the base salaries for assistant teachers. The State Board of
Education shall revise the salaries prescribed above for assistant
teachers to conformto any adjustnents made in prior fiscal years
due to revenue growt h over and above five percent (5% . The
assi stant teachers shall not be restricted to working only in the
grades for which the funds were allotted, but nay be assigned to
ot her classes as provided in subsection (2)(a) of this section.

(7) (a) As an alternative to enploying assistant teachers,
any school district nmay use the allotnment provided under
subsection (6) of this section for the purpose of enploying
| i censed teachers for kindergarten, first-, second- and
third-grade cl asses; however, no school district shall be
authorized to use the allotnment for assistant teachers for the
pur pose of enploying licensed teachers unless the district has
establi shed that the enploynent of |icensed teachers using such
funds will reduce the teacher:student ratio in the kindergarten,

first-, second- and third-grade classes. Al state funds for
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assi stant teachers shall be applied to reducing teacher: student
ratio in Gades K-3.

It is the intent of the Legislature that no school district
shal | dism ss any assistant teacher for the purpose of using the
assi stant teacher allotnent to enploy licensed teachers. School
districts may rely only upon normal attrition to reduce the nunber
of assistant teachers enployed in that district.

(b) Districts neeting Level 4 or 5 accreditation

standards, as defined by the State Board of Education, shall be

exenpted fromthe provisions of subsection (4) of this section.

SECTI ON 10. Section 37-13-61, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

37-13-61. The local school board shall have the power and

authority to fix the date for the opening and cl osing of the

school term subject to the m ni num nunber of days which school s

nmust be in session during a scholastic year, as prescribed under

Section 37-13-63. * * * However, * * * |ocal school boards are

aut hori zed to keep school in session in excess of the m ni mum

nunber of days prescribed in Section 37-13-63.

SECTION 11. Section 37-13-67, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-13-67. * * * The nunber of hours of actual teaching which
shall constitute a school day shall be determ ned and fixed by the
board of trustees of the school district at not |less than five (5)
hours * * *.

SECTI ON 12. Section 37-13-69, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-13-69. Al public schools of this state may observe such

| egal holidays as may be designated by the | ocal school board, and

no sessions of school shall be held on holidays so designated and
observed. However, all schools shall operate for the full m ninmum
termrequired by | aw exclusive of the holidays authorized by this

section. The holidays thus observed shall not be deducted from
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the reports of the superintendents, principals and teachers, and
such superintendents, principals and teachers shall be all owed pay
for full time as though they had taught on those holidays.

However, such holidays shall not be counted or included in any way
in determning the average daily attendance of the school.

SECTI ON 13. Section 37-41-53, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-41-53. (1) Each school board, person, firmor
corporation transporting public school children on the public
roads, streets and hi ghways of the state with notor vehicles shal
have the notor vehicles inspected according to the |aws of the
state * * *,  Each notor vehicle shall be inspected by a conpetent
mechanic to be safe for transporting pupils on the roads, streets
and hi ghways of the state before it is released for such purpose.

I f such notor vehicle is found to be unsafe for transporting
pupils, then it shall be properly repaired or adjusted as
necessary before being used to transport pupils. The provisions

of this subsection shall not apply to vehicles owned by

i ndi vi dual s and under private contract to the school district and
used exclusively for transporting nenbers of their inmmedi ate
famlies.

(2) The State Departnent of Education may inspect, at its
discretion, * * * any school bus used for transporting pupils to
and fromthe public schools or for activity purposes to determ ne
the safety of such notor vehicle for operation on the roads,
streets and highways of this state. In the event a vehicle is
i nspected and is found to be unsafe for transporting pupils, a
report shall be filed with the appropriate school official
indicating its deficiencies wth recommendations for correcting
such deficienci es.

(3) If it is determined that any buses are in such defective
condition as to constitute an energency safety hazard, those buses

may be condemmed and renoved from service and shall not be
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returned to service until adequate repairs are conpleted and such
buses are reinspected by the State Departnent of Education. Any
school official who approves the operation of any school bus that
has been renoved from service under the conditions |isted above,
prior to being reinspected by the State Departnment of Educati on,
shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and upon conviction shall be
puni shed by inprisonnent in the county jail for a period not to
exceed sixty (60) days, or a fine of not |ess than Five Hundred
Dol I ars ($500. 00) nor nore than One Thousand Dol |l ars ($1, 000.00),
or by both such fine and inprisonnent, in the discretion of the
court.

SECTI ON 14. Section 37-7-301, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-7-301. The school boards of all school districts shal
have the foll ow ng powers, authority and duties in addition to al
ot hers inposed or granted by law, to wit:

(a) To organi ze and operate the schools of the district
and to make such division between the high school grades and
el enentary grades as, in their judgnent, will serve the best
interests of the school;

(b) To introduce public school nmusic, art, mnual
training and other special subjects into either the elenentary or
hi gh school grades, as the board shall deem proper;

(c) To be the custodians of real and personal school
property and to nanage, control and care for sane, both during the
school term and during vacation;

(d) To have responsibility for the erection, repairing
and equi ppi ng of school facilities and the maki ng of necessary
school inprovenents;

(e) To suspend or to expel a pupil or to change the
pl acenment of a pupil to the school district's alternative school
or hone-bound program for m sconduct in the school or on school

property, as defined in Section 37-11-29, on the road to and from
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school, or at any school-related activity or event, or for conduct
occurring on property other than school property or other than at
a school -rel ated activity or event when such conduct by a pupil,
in the determ nation of the school superintendent or principal,
renders that pupil's presence in the classrooma disruption to the
educational environnent of the school or a detrinent to the best
interest and welfare of the pupils and teacher of such class as a
whol e, and to del egate such authority to the appropriate officials
of the school district;

(f) To visit schools in the district, in their
discretion, in a body for the purpose of determ ning what can be
done for the inprovenment of the school in a general way;

(g) To support, within reasonable limts, the
superintendent, principal and teachers where necessary for the
proper discipline of the school;

(h) To exclude fromthe schools students wth what
appears to be infectious or contagi ous di seases; provided,
however, such student nmay be allowed to return to school upon
presenting a certificate froma public health officer, duly
| i censed physician or nurse practitioner that the student is free
from such di sease;

(1) To require those vaccinations specified by the
State Health O ficer as provided in Section 41-23-37;

(j) To see that all necessary utilities and services
are provided in the schools at all tinmes when sane are needed,;

(k) To authorize the use of the school buildings and
grounds for the holding of public neetings and gatherings of the
peopl e under such regul ati ons as nmay be prescribed by said board;

(I') To prescribe and enforce rules and regul ati ons not
inconsistent with law or with the regulations of the State Board
of Education for their own governnent and for the governnent of
the schools, and to transact their business at regular and speci al

nmeetings called and held in the manner provided by | aw,
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(m To maintain and operate all of the schools under
their control for such length of tine during the year as may be
required;

(n) To enforce in the schools the courses of study and
the use of the textbooks prescribed by the proper authorities;

(o) To nmake orders directed to the superintendent of
school s for the issuance of pay certificates for |awful purposes
on any avail able funds of the district and to have full control of
the receipt, distribution, allotnent and di sbursenent of all funds
provi ded for the support and operation of the schools of such
school district whether such funds be derived fromstate
appropriations, local ad valoremtax collections, or otherw se.
The | ocal school board shall be authorized and enpowered to
promul gate rul es and regul ations that specify the types of clains
and set limts of the dollar ampunt for paynent of clainms by the
superintendent of schools to be ratified by the board at the next
regul arly schedul ed neeting after paynent has been nade;

(p) To select all school district personnel in the
manner provided by law, and to provide for such enpl oyee fringe
benefit prograns, including accident reinbursenent plans, as nay
be deened necessary and appropriate by the board,;

(q) To provide athletic prograns and ot her school
activities and to regul ate the establishnment and operation of such
prograns and activities;

(r) To join, in their discretion, any association of
school boards and ot her public school -rel ated organi zati ons, and
to pay fromlocal funds other than m ni mum foundation funds, any
nmenber shi p dues;

(s) To expend | ocal school activity funds, or other
avai |l abl e school district funds, other than m ni nrum education
program funds, for the purposes prescribed under this paragraph.
"Activity funds" shall nean all funds received by school officials

in all school districts paid or collected to participate in any
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638 school activity, such activity being part of the school program
639 and partially financed with public funds or suppl enented by public
640 funds. The term"activity funds" shall not include any funds

641 raised and/ or expended by any organization unless comringled in a
642 bank account with existing activity funds, regardl ess of whether
643 the funds were raised by school enployees or received by school
644 enpl oyees during school hours or using school facilities, and

645 regardl ess of whether a school enployee exercises influence over
646 the expenditure or disposition of such funds. Organizations shal
647 not be required to make any paynent to any school for the use of
648 any school facility if, in the discretion of the |local school

649 governing board, the organization's function shall be deened to be
650 beneficial to the official or extracurricular prograns of the

651 school. For the purposes of this provision, the term

652 "organi zation" shall not include any organi zation subject to the
653 control of the local school governing board. Activity funds may
654 only be expended for any necessary expenses or travel costs,

655 including advances, incurred by students and their chaperons in
656 attending any in-state or out-of-state school -rel ated prograns,
657 conventions or sem nars and/or any commodities, equipnent, travel
658 expenses, purchased services or school supplies which the |ocal
659 school governing board, in its discretion, shall deem benefici al
660 to the official or extracurricular prograns of the district,

661 including itenms which may subsequently becone the personal

662 property of individuals, including yearbooks, athletic apparel,
663 book covers and trophies. Activity funds nmay be used to pay

664 travel expenses of school district personnel. The |ocal school
665 governing board shall be authorized and enpowered to promnul gate
666 rules and regul ations specifically designating for what purposes
667 school activity funds may be expended. The | ocal school governing
668 board shall provide (i) that such school activity funds shall be
669 mai ntai ned and expended by the principal of the school generating

670 the funds in individual bank accounts, or (ii) that such school
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activity funds shall be maintai ned and expended by the
superintendent of schools in a central depository approved by the
board. The | ocal school governing board shall provide that such
school activity funds be audited as part of the annual audit

required in Section 37-9-18. The State Departnent of Education

shal |l prescribe a uniformsystem of accounting and fi nanci al
reporting for all school activity fund transacti ons;

(t) To contract, on a shared savings, |ease or
| ease- purchase basis, for energy efficiency services and/or
equi pnent as provided for in Section 31-7-14, not to exceed ten
(10) years;

(u) To maintain accounts and issue pay certificates on
school food service bank accounts;

(v) (i) To lease a school building froman individual,
partnership, nonprofit corporation or a private for-profit
corporation for the use of such school district, and to expend
funds therefor as may be avail able from any nonm ni num program
sources. The school board of the school district desiring to
| ease a school building shall declare by resolution that a need
exists for a school building and that the school district cannot
provi de the necessary funds to pay the cost or its proportionate
share of the cost of a school building required to neet the
present needs. The resolution so adopted by the school board
shal | be published once each week for three (3) consecutive weeks
in a newspaper having a general circulation in the school district
involved, with the first publication thereof to be nade not |ess
than thirty (30) days prior to the date upon which the school
board is to act on the question of leasing a school building. If
no petition requesting an election is filed prior to such neeting
as hereinafter provided, then the school board may, by resolution
spread upon its mnutes, proceed to | ease a school building. If
at any tinme prior to said neeting a petition signed by not |ess

than twenty percent (20% or fifteen hundred (1500), whichever is
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| ess, of the qualified electors of the school district involved
shall be filed with the school board requesting that an el ection
be called on the question, then the school board shall, not |ater
than the next regul ar neeting, adopt a resolution calling an

el ection to be held within such school district upon the question
of authorizing the school board to | ease a school building. Such
el ection shall be called and held, and notice thereof shall be
given, in the sane nmanner for elections upon the questions of the
i ssuance of the bonds of school districts, and the results thereof
shall be certified to the school board. |If at least three-fifths
(3/5) of the qualified electors of the school district who voted
in such election shall vote in favor of the |easing of a school
bui |l di ng, then the school board shall proceed to | ease a school
building. The termof the | ease contract shall not exceed twenty
(20) years, and the total cost of such | ease shall be either the
anount of the | owest and best bid accepted by the school board
after advertisenent for bids or an anount not to exceed the
current fair market value of the | ease as determ ned by the
averaging of at least two (2) appraisals by certified general
appraisers licensed by the State of Mssissippi. The term "school

buil ding" as used in this paragraph (v)(i) shall be construed to

mean any buil ding or buil dings used for classroom purposes in
connection wth the operation of schools and shall include the
site therefor, necessary support facilities, and the equi pnent
t her eof and appurtenances thereto such as heating facilities,
wat er supply, sewage disposal, |andscaping, wal ks, drives and
pl aygrounds. The term "l ease" as used in this paragraph (v) (i)
may i nclude a | ease/ purchase contract;

(i) If two (2) or nore school districts propose
to enter into a |l ease contract jointly, then joint neetings of the
school boards having control may be held but no action taken shal
be bi nding on any such school district unless the question of

| easing a school building is approved in each participating school
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district under the procedure herei nabove set forth in paragraph
(v)(i). A1l of the provisions of paragraph (v)(i) regarding the
termand anmount of the | ease contract shall apply to the school
boards of school districts acting jointly. Any |ease contract
executed by two (2) or nore school districts as joint |essees
shall set out the anmbunt of the aggregate |ease rental to be paid
by each, which may be agreed upon, but there shall be no right of
occupancy by any | essee unless the aggregate rental is paid as
stipulated in the |l ease contract. Al rights of joint |essees
under the | ease contract shall be in proportion to the anount of
| ease rental paid by each

(w) To enploy all noninstructional and noncertificated
enpl oyees and fix the duties and conpensati on of such personnel
deened necessary pursuant to the recommendation of the
superi nt endent of school s;

(x) To enploy and fix the duties and conpensati on of
such | egal counsel as deened necessary;

(y) Subject to rules and regulations of the State Board
of Education, to purchase, own and operate trucks, vans and ot her
not or vehicles, which shall bear the proper identification
requi red by | aw,

(z) To expend funds for the paynent of substitute
teachers and to adopt reasonable regul ations for the enpl oynent
and conpensation of such substitute teachers;

(aa) To acquire in its own nanme by purchase all rea
property which shall be necessary and desirable in connection with
the construction, renovation or inprovenent of any public school
buil ding or structure. Wenever the purchase price for such real
property is greater than Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($50,000.00), the
school board shall not purchase the property for an anount
exceeding the fair market value of such property as determ ned by
the average of at least two (2) independent appraisals by

certified general appraisers |licensed by the State of M ssi ssippi.
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If the board shall be unable to agree with the owner of any such
real property in connection with any such project, the board shal
have the power and authority to acquire any such real property by
condemati on proceedi ngs pursuant to Section 11-27-1 et seq.,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, and for such purpose, the right of

em nent domain is hereby conferred upon and vested in said board.
Provided further, that the |local school board is authorized to
grant an easenent for ingress and egress over sixteenth section

|l and or lieu land in exchange for a simlar easenent upon
adj oi ning | and where the exchange of easenents affords substanti al
benefit to the sixteenth section |and; provided, however, the
exchange nust be based upon val ues as determ ned by a conpetent
appraiser, with any differential in value to be adjusted by cash
paynment. Any easenent rights granted over sixteenth section |and
under such authority shall term nate when the easenent ceases to
be used for its stated purpose. No sixteenth section or lieu |land
which is subject to an existing | ease shall be burdened by any
such easenent except by consent of the | essee or unless the school
district shall acquire the unexpired | easehold interest affected
by the easenent;

(bb) To charge reasonable fees related to the
educational prograns of the district, in the manner prescribed in
Section 37-7-335;

(cc) Subject to rules and regul ations of the State
Board of Education, to purchase relocatable classroons for the use
of such school district, in the manner prescribed in Section
37-1-13;

(dd) Enter into contracts or agreenents with other
school districts, political subdivisions or governnental entities
to carry out one or nore of the powers or duties of the school
board, or to allow nore efficient utilization of limted resources

for providing services to the public;
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(ee) To provide for in-service training for enpl oyees
of the district * * *;

(ff) As part of their duties to prescribe the use of
t ext books, to provide that parents and | egal guardians shall be
responsi bl e for the textbooks and for the conpensation to the
school district for any books which are not returned to the proper
school s upon the withdrawal of their dependent child. If a
textbook is lost or not returned by any student who drops out of
the public school district, the parent or |egal guardian shal
al so conpensate the school district for the fair nmarket val ue of
t he textbooks;

(gg) To conduct fund-raising activities on behalf of
the school district that the |ocal school board, inits
di scretion, deens appropriate or beneficial to the official or
extracurricular prograns of the district; provided that:

(1) Any proceeds of the fund-raising activities
shall be treated as "activity funds" and shall be accounted for as
are other activity funds under this section; and

(11) Fund-raising activities conducted or
aut hori zed by the board for the sale of school pictures, the
rental of caps and gowns or the sale of graduation invitations for
whi ch the school board receives a comm ssion, rebate or fee shal
contain a disclosure statenent advising that a portion of the
proceeds of the sales or rentals shall be contributed to the
student activity fund;

(hh) To allow individual |essons for nusic, art and
other curriculumrelated activities for academ c credit or
nonacadem c credit during school hours and using school equipnent
and facilities, subject to uniformrules and regul ati ons adopt ed
by the school board;

(ii1) To charge reasonable fees for participating in an

extracurricular activity for academ c or nonacadem c credit for
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necessary and requi red equi pnment such as safety equi pnent, band
i nstrunments and uni f or ns;

(jj) To conduct or participate in any fund-raising
activities on behalf of or in connection with a tax-exenpt
charitabl e organi zation

(kk) To exercise such powers as may be reasonably
necessary to carry out the provisions of this section;

(I'l') To expend funds for the services of nonprofit arts
organi zati ons or other such nonprofit organi zati ons who provide
performances or other services for the students of the school
district;

(mm To expend federal No Child Left Behind Act funds,
or any other available funds that are expressly designated and
aut hori zed for that use, to pay training, educational expenses,
salary incentives and sal ary suppl enents to enpl oyees of | ocal
school districts; except that incentives shall not be considered
part of the | ocal supplenent as defined in Section 37-151-5(0),
nor shall incentives be considered part of the | ocal suppl enent
paid to an individual teacher for the purposes of Section
37-19-7(1). M ssissippi Adequate Education Program funds or any
other state funds may not be used for salary incentives or salary
suppl enents as provided in this paragraph (m);

(nn) To use any available funds, not appropriated or
desi gnated for any other purpose, for reinbursenent to the
state-licensed enpl oyees fromboth in-state and out-of-state, who
enter into a contract for enploynent in a school district, for the
expense of noving when the enpl oynent necessitates the relocation
of the licensed enployee to a different geographical area than
that in which the licensed enpl oyee resides before entering into
the contract. The reinbursenent shall not exceed One Thousand
Dol I ars ($1, 000.00) for the docunented actual expenses incurred in
the course of relocating, including the expense of any

pr of essi onal novi ng conpany or persons enployed to assist with the
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nove, rented noving vehicles or equipnment, mleage in the anount
aut hori zed for county and nuni ci pal enpl oyees under Section
25-3-41 if the licensed enpl oyee used his personal vehicle or
vehicles for the nove, neals and such other expenses associ ated
with the relocation. No |licensed enpl oyee may be rei nbursed for
novi ng expenses under this section on nore than one (1) occasion
by the sanme school district. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to require the actual residence to which the |licensed
enpl oyee relocates to be within the boundaries of the school
district that has executed a contract for enploynent in order for
the |licensed enpl oyee to be eligible for reinbursenent for the
novi ng expenses. However, the |icensed enpl oyee nust relocate
within the boundaries of the State of M ssissippi. Any individual
receiving relocation assistance through the Critical Teacher
Shortage Act as provided in Section 37-159-5 shall not be eligible
to receive additional relocation funds as authorized in this
par agr aph;

(o0) To use any available funds, not appropriated or
desi gnated for any other purpose, to reinburse persons who
interview for enploynent as a |licensed enployee with the district
for the m|eage and ot her actual expenses incurred in the course
of travel to and fromthe interview at the rate authorized for
county and nuni ci pal enpl oyees under Section 25-3-41;

(pp) Consistent with the report of the Task Force to
Conduct a Best Financial Mnagenent Practices Review, to inprove
school district managenent and use of resources and identify cost
savings as established in Section 8 of Chapter 610, Laws of 2002,
| ocal school boards are encouraged to conduct independent reviews
of the managenent and efficiency of schools and school districts.
Such managenent and efficiency reviews shall provide state and
| ocal officials and the public with the foll ow ng:

(1) An assessnent of a school district's

governance and organi zati onal structure;
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(1i) An assessnent of the school district's
financial and personnel managenent;

(tii1) An assessnent of revenue |evels and sources;

(tv) An assessnent of facilities utilization,
pl anni ng and mai nt enance;

(v) An assessnent of food services, transportation
and safety/security systens;

(vi) An assessnent of instructional and
adm ni strative technol ogy;

(vii) A review of the instructional managenent and
the efficiency and effectiveness of existing instructional
prograns; and

(viii) Recommended net hods for increasing
efficiency and effectiveness in providing educational services to
t he public;

(gqq) To enter into agreenents with other |ocal school
boards for the establishnment of an educational service agency
(ESA) to provide for the cooperative needs of the region in which
the school district is |ocated, as provided in Section 37-7-345.
Thi s paragraph shall repeal on July 1, 2007,

(rr) To inplenent a financial literacy programfor
students in Grades 10 and 11. The board may revi ew the nati onal
progranms and obtain free literature fromvarious nationally
recogni zed prograns. After review of the different prograns, the
board may certify a programthat is nost appropriate for the
school districts' needs. |If a district inplenents a financial
literacy program then any student in Gade 10 or 11 may
participate in the program The financial |iteracy program shal
include, but is not imted to, instruction in the sanme areas of
personal business and finance as required under Section
37-1-3(2)(b). The school board may coordi nate with vol unteer
teachers fromlocal community organizations, including, but not

limted to, the followng: United States Departnent of
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Agriculture Rural Devel opnent, United States Departnment of Housing
and Urban Devel opnent, Juni or Achi evenent, bankers and ot her
nonprofit organizations. Nothing in this paragraph shall be
construed as to require school boards to inplenent a financial
literacy program

(ss) To collaborate with the State Board of Educati on,
Communi ty Action Agencies or the Departnment of Human Services to
devel op and i npl enent a voluntary programto provide services for
a full-day prekindergarten programthat addresses the cognitive,
soci al, and enotional needs of four-year-old and three-year-old
children. The school board nmay utilize nonstate source speci al
funds, grants, donations or gifts to fund the voluntary program

(tt) Wth respect to any lawful, witten obligation of
a school district, including, but not limted to, |eases
(excludi ng | eases of sixteenth section public school trust |and),
bonds, notes, or other agreenent, to agree in witing with the
obligee that the State Tax Conm ssion or any state agency,
departnment or conm ssion created under state | aw may:

(i) Wthhold all or any part (as agreed by the
school board) of any nonies which such | ocal school board is
entitled to receive fromtinme to tinme under any |law and which is
in the possession of the State Tax Comm ssion, or any state
agency, departnent or comm ssion created under state |aw, and

(1i1) Pay the sane over to any financi al
institution, trustee or other obligee, as directed in witing by
the school board, to satisfy all or part of such obligation of the
school district.

The school board may nmake such witten agreenent to w thhold
and transfer funds irrevocable for the termof the witten
obligation and may include in the witten agreenent any ot her
ternms and provisions acceptable to the school board. [If the
school board files a copy of such witten agreenent with the State

Tax Comm ssion, or any state agency, departnent or conm ssion
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created under state law then the State Tax Conm ssion or any state
agency, departnent or conmm ssion created under state | aw shall

i mredi ately make the w thhol di ngs provided in such agreenent from
the anobunts due the | ocal school board and shall continue to pay
the sanme over to such financial institution, trustee or obligee
for the termof the agreenent.

Thi s paragraph (tt) shall not grant any extra authority to a
school board to issue debt in any anobunt exceedi ng statutory
limtations on assessed val ue of taxable property within such
school district or the statutory limtations on debt maturities,
and shall not grant any extra authority to inpose, levy or collect
a tax which is not otherw se expressly provided for, and shall not
be construed to apply to sixteenth section public school trust
| and;

(uu) Wth respect to any matter or transaction that is
conpetitively bid by a school district, to accept from any bidder
as a good faith deposit or bid bond or bid surety, the sane type
of good faith deposit or bid bond or bid surety that may be
accepted by the state or any other political subdivision on
simlar conpetitively bid matters or transactions. This paragraph
(uu) shall not be construed to apply to sixteenth section public
school trust land. The school board may authorize the investnent
of any school district funds in the sane kind and manner of
i nvestnents, including pooled investnents, as any other political
subdi vi sion, including community hospitals; * * *

(vv) To utilize the alternate nethod for the conveyance
or exchange of unused school buildings and/or |and, reserving a
partial or other undivided interest in the property, as
specifically authorized and provided in Section 37-7-485,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972; and

(w) To delegate, privatize or otherwise enter into a

contract with private entities for the operation of any and al

functions of nonacadem c school process, procedures and operations
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including, but not limted to, cafeteria workers, janitorial

servi ces, transportation, professional devel opnent, achi evenent

and instructional consulting services materials and products,

pur chasi ng cooperatives, insurance, business nmanager services,

audi ti ng and accounting services, school safety/risk prevention,

data processi ng and student records, and other staff services;

however, the authority under this paragraph does not apply to the

| easi ng, managenent or operation of sixteenth section |ands.

Local school districts, working through their regional education

servi ce agency, are encouraged to enter into buying consortia with

ot her nmenber districts for the purposes of nore efficient use of

state resources as described in Section 37-7-345.

SECTION 15. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2006, and shall stand repealed on June 30, 2009.
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