M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representative Eaton To: Agriculture

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1109

1 AN ACT TO CREATE NEW CODE SECTI ON 75-35-8, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
2 OF 1972, TO ESTABLI SH HUVANE METHODS OF SLAUGHTERI NG TO AMEND

3 SECTION 75-35-7, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE

4 COWM SSI ONER OF AGRI CULTURE AND COWERCE TO EXAM NE AND | NSPECT

5 FOR METHODS OF SLAUGHTERI NG AND TO PROVI DE FOR SUSPENSI ON OF

6 | NSPECTI ON SERVI CES WHERE ANI MALS ARE BEI NG SLAUGHTERED | N AN

7 | NHUMANE MANNER UNTI L THE ESTABLI SHVENT OFFERS SATI SFACTORY

8 ASSURANCES COF COWPLI ANCE; TO AMEND SECTI ON 75-35-21, M SSI SSI PP

9 CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT NO PERSON SHALL SLAUGHTER CERTAI N
10 ANI MALS I N AN | NHUVANE MANNER;, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

11 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEAQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
12 SECTION 1. The follow ng section shall be codified as

13 Section 75-35-8, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

14 75-35-8. (1) For purposes of this chapter, the follow ng
15 nmethods of slaughtering and handling are declared to be hunane:
16 (a) In the case of cattle, calves, horses, nules,

17 sheep, swine, ratites, nontraditional |ivestock, rabbits and other
18 livestock, all animals are to be rendered insensible to pain by a
19 single blow or gunshot or by an electrical, chem cal or other

20 nmeans which is rapid and effective before being shackl ed, hoisted,
21 thrown, cast or cut; or

22 (b) By slaughtering and handling in connection with

23 such slaughtering in accordance with the ritual requirenents of
24 the Jewish faith or any other religious faith that prescribes a
25 nmethod of slaughter whereby the animal suffers |oss of

26 consci ousness by anem a of the brain caused by the sinultaneous
27 and instantaneous severance of the carotid arteries with a sharp
28 instrunent.

29 (2) In addition to the methods prescribed in subsection (1)
30 of this section, the comm ssioner nmay designate as humane any
31 nethods of slaughtering and handling which have been so designated
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by the United States Secretary of Agriculture on or before Apri

7, 1981, pursuant to United States Code Section 7-1904. The

comm ssioner is further authorized to designate as humane ot her
met hods of slaughtering and handling which have been denonstrated
by research, investigation and experinentation to be humane with
reference to the speed and scope of sl aughtering operations and
with reference to other existing nethods and then current
scientific know edge.

SECTION 2. Section 75-35-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

75-35-7. (a) For the purpose of preventing the use in
intrastate conmmerce, as hereinafter provided, of neat and neat
food products which are adulterated, the comm ssioner shall cause
to be made, by inspectors appointed for that purpose, an
exam nation and inspection of all cattle, sheep, sw ne, goats,
horses, mules, and other equine before they shall be allowed to
enter into any slaughtering, packing, neat canning, rendering, or
simlar establishnment in this state in which slaughtering and
preparation of nmeat and neat food products of such animals are
conducted; and all cattle, sheep, swine, goats, horses, nules, and
ot her equi ne found on such inspection to show synptons of di sease
shall be set apart and sl aughtered separately fromall other
cattle, sheep, sw ne, goats, horses, mules, or other equine, and
when so sl aughtered, the carcasses of said cattle, sheep, sw ne,
goats, horses, nules, or other equine shall be subject to a
careful exam nation and inspection, all as provided by the rules
and regul ations to be prescribed by the comm ssioner as herein
provi ded for.

(b) For the purpose of preventing the i nhumane

sl aughtering of |ivestock, the comm ssioner shall cause to be

made, by inspectors appointed for that purpose, an exam nation and

i nspection of the nethod by which cattle, sheep, swne, ratites,

nontraditional |ivestock, rabbits, goats, horses, mules and other
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equi ne are sl aughtered and handl ed in connection with slaughter in

t he sl aughtering establishnents inspected under this article. The

comm ssioner nmay refuse to provide inspection to a new

sl aughtering establishnent or may cause inspection to be suspended

tenporarily at a slaughtering establishnment if the conm ssioner

finds that any cattle, sheep, swne, ratites, nontraditional

i vestock, rabbits, goats, horses, nmules or other equine have been

sl aughtered or handl ed in connection with slaughter at such

establ i shnent by any nethod not in accordance with Sections

75-35-21(d) and 75-35-8 until the establishnent furnishes

assurances satisfactory to the conm ssioner that all sl aughtering

and handling in connection with slaughter of |ivestock shall be in

accordance with such a net hod.

SECTI ON 3. Section 75-35-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

75-35-21. No person, firm or corporation shall, with
respect to any cattle, sheep, swine, goats, horses, nules, or
ot her equine, or any carcasses, parts of carcasses, neat or neat
food products of any such ani nal s:

(a) Slaughter any such animals or prepare any such
products which are capable of use as human food, at any
establ i shnment preparing such articles, except in conpliance with
the requirenents of this chapter;

(b) Sell, transport, offer for sale or transportation,
or receive for transportation, in intrastate commerce, (i) any
such products which (1.) are capable of use as human food, and
(2.) are adulterated or m sbranded at the tinme of such sale,
transportation, offer for sale or transportation, or receipt for
transportation; or (ii) any itenms required to be inspected under
this article unless they have been so inspected and passed,

(c) Do, with respect to any such itens which are

capabl e of use as human food, any act while they are being

transported in intrastate commerce or held for sale after such
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transportation, which is intended to cause or has the effect of
causing such itenms to be adulterated or m sbranded;

(d) Slaughter or handle in connection with such

sl aughter any such aninmals in any manner not declared to be hunmane

under Section 75-35-8.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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