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SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006
Represent atives Lott, Cunmings, Mbore, To: Education
St apl es

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1072

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-15-1, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE EACH CHI LD ENROLLI NG IN THE PUBLI C SCHOOLS TO PRESENT A
CERTI FI ED COPY OF THE CHI LD S BI RTH CERTI FI CATE UPON ENROLLMENT,
TO REQUI RE THE PARENT, GUARDI AN OR LEGAL CUSTODI AN OF A CHI LD BORN
OQUTSI DE THE UNI TED STATES TO PRESENT EVI DENCE TO THE SCHOOL OF THE
LEGAL | MM GRATI ON OR CI TI ZENSHI P STATUS OF THE PARENT, GUARDI AN OR
LEGAL CUSTCDI AN, AND TO REQUI RE SCHOCOLS TO REPORT THE NAMES AND
ADDRESSES OF PERSONS FAI LI NG TO PROVI DE SUCH EVI DENCE TO THE
M SSI SSI PPl OFFI CE OF UNI TED STATES CI TI ZENSH P AND | MM GRATI ON
SERVI CES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-15-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-15-1. (1) The State Board of Education shall prepare and

provi de necessary fornms for keeping permanent records and

currul ative folders for each pupil in the public schools of the
state. In the permanent record and cunul ative fol ders, the
teachers and principals shall keep: information concerning the

pupil's date of birth, as verified by the docunmentation authorized

in this section; a certified copy of the pupil's birth

certificate; if the pupil was not born in the United States,

docunentation of the legal immgration or citizenship status of

the pupil's parent, guardian or |egal custodian; the pupil's

record of attendance and grades; and infornmation relating to the

pupil's withdrawal fromthe school, including the date of any
expul sion fromthe school systemand a description of the
student's act or behavior resulting in the expulsion. The records
al so shall contain information pertaining to immunization and such
other information as the State Board of Education may prescribe.

The cunul ative folder, in addition to that infornati on nmai nt ai ned
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in the permanent records, also shall contain such other
information as the State Board of Education shall prescribe.

(2) It is the responsibility of the person in charge of each
school to enforce the requirenent for evidence of the age of each
pupi|l before enrollnment. |If the first prescribed evidence of age
is not avail able, the next evidence obtainable in the order set

forth bel ow shall be accepted for evidence of age purposes:

(a) Acertified birth certificate;

(b) A duly attested transcript of a certificate of
bapti sm show ng the date of birth and place of baptism of the
child, acconpanied by an affidavit sworn to by a parent,
grandparent or custodi an;

(c) An insurance policy on the child s |ife which has
been in force for at least two (2) years;

(d) A bona fide contenporary Bible record of the
child s birth acconpani ed by an affidavit sworn to by the parent,
grandparent or custodi an;

(e) A passport or certificate of arrival in the United
States showi ng the age of the child;

(f) A transcript of record of age shown in the child's
school record of at least four (4) years prior to application,
stating date of birth; or

(g) |If none of these evidences can be produced, an
affidavit of age sworn to by a parent, grandparent or custodi an.
Any child enrolling in kindergarten or G ade 1 shall present the
requi red evidence of age upon enrollnment. Any child in G ades 2
through 12 not in conpliance at the end of sixty (60) days from
enrol I ment shall be suspended until in conpliance.

(3) Achild enrolling in kindergarten or any grade in a

public school in this state nust present a certified copy of the

child s birth certificate upon enrollnent. |If the birth

certificate indicates that the child was born outside the United

States, a parent, guardian or | egal custodian of the child nust
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present to the school, within thirty (30) days of the date of the

child s enroll nent, evidence of the legal inmmgration or

citizenship status of the child s parent, guardi an or | egal

custodian. A school may not prohibit a child fromenrolling

because of the failure of a parent, guardian or | egal custodian to

conply with this subsection; however, the school shall report the

nanmes and addresses of all such persons to the Mssissippi Ofice

of United States Citizenship and I mm gration Services.

(4) This section shall stand repealed on July 1, 2007.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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