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Represent ati ve Watson To:  Minicipalities

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1071

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 21-8-23, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT MAYORS WHO ARE ELECTED TO A SUCCESSI VE TERM |IN A
MAYOR- COUNCI L FORM OF GOVERNMENT, ARE NOT REQUI RED TO REAPPO NT
AND OBTAI N CONFI RVATI ON FOR H' S OR HER DEPARTMENT DI RECTORS AFTER
BEI NG REELECTED; TO AMEND SECTI ON 21-8-25, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO PROVI DE THAT SUCH REAPPO NTMENT AND CONFI RVATI ON SHALL
NOT' BE REQUI RED FOR THE POSI TI ON OF CH EF ADM NI STRATI VE OFFI CER
N THE MAYOR- COUNCI L FORM OF GOVERNMENT | F THE MAYOR | S ELECTED
FOR A SUCCESSI VE TERM AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 21-8-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-8-23. (1) The nunicipality may have a departnent of
adm ni strati on and such ot her departnents as the council may
establish by ordinance. Al of the adm nistrative functions,
powers and duties of the nunicipality shall be allocated and
assi gned anong and within such departnents.

(2) Each departnent shall be headed by a director, who shal
be appoi nted by the nmayor and confirned by an affirmative vote of
a majority of the council present and voting at any such neeting.
Each director shall serve during the termof office of the nmayor
appointing him and until the appointnment and qualification of his

successor. It shall not be necessary for a mayor who is el ected

to a successive termto resubmt his or her departnent directors

for confirmation.

(3) The mayor may, in his discretion, renove the director of
any departnent. Directors of departnents shall be excluded from
t he coverage of any ordi nance or general |aw providing for a civil
service systemin the mnunicipality; provided, however, al

i ndi vi dual s serving as heads of departnents at the tine of the
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muni ci pality's adoption of the mayor-council formas described in

this chapter shall continue to be covered by the provisions of the
civil service systemin effect at the time the mayor-council form
i s adopt ed.

(4) Directors of departnents shall appoi nt subordinate
officers and enpl oyees within their respective departnents and
may, w th approval of the mayor, renove such officers and
enpl oyees subject to the provisions of any ordi nance establi shing
a civil service systemwhere that systemis effective in the
muni ci pality, or other general |aw, provided, however, that the
council may provide by ordinance for the appointnent and renoval
of specific boards or comm ssions by the mayor.

(5) \Wenever the city council is authorized by any provision
of general |aw to appoint the nenbers of any board, authority or
comm ssi on, such power of appointnent shall be deened to vest in
the mayor with the confirmation of an affirmative vote of a
majority of the council present and voting at any neeting.

(6) The council shall also require all officers and
enpl oyees handling or having the custody of any of the public
funds of such nunicipality to give bond, with sufficient surety,
to be payable, conditioned and approved as provided by law, in an
anount to be determ ned by the council (which shall not be |ess
t han Ten Thousand Dol | ars ($10, 000.00), the prem um on whi ch bonds
shall be paid by the city.

SECTION 2. Section 21-8-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

21-8-25. The council of any nunicipality adopting the
mayor - counci | form of government may, within its discretion, adopt
an ordi nance providing that the mayor shall appoint, with the
advi ce and consent of the council, a chief admnistrative officer
to coordinate and direct the operations of the various departnents
and functions of municipal governnent. Such chief admnistrative

of ficer shall serve at the pleasure of the mayor and shall possess
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such qualifications and experience as shall be set out in the

af oresaid ordinance. It shall not be necessary for a mayor

el ected to a successive termto resubmt his or her chief

adm nistrative officer for confirmation. The * * * chief

adm nistrative officer shall be answerable solely to the mayor in
the performance of his or her functions and shall be subject to
di sm ssal at the pleasure of the mayor and shall be excluded from
t he coverage of any ordi nance or general |aw providing for a civil
service systemin the nmunicipality.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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