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Representative Beckett To: Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1056

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-9-55, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE OFFENSE OF OBSTRUCTI ON OF JUSTI CE; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 97-9-55, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

97-9-55 If any persons by force, bribery, prom se of reward,

abuse, threat or threatening communi cation, whether oral, witten

or by tel ephone or by damagi ng the real or personal property of

such person or public property under his control shall attenpt to

or shall influence, intimdate, inpede, delay, harass or injure

any grand or petit juror or person called for jury service, police

officer, investigator, judicial officer, wtness, informant,

prosecutor, defense attorney or any other person in the discharge

of his duties with the intent:

(a) To cause such person to falsely testify, or

wi t hhol d testinony, records or evidence in a crimnal proceeding,

evade subpoena or be absent fromany official proceeding, inquiry

or investigation; or

(b) To hinder, delay, prevent or dissuade such person

fromreporting or prosecuting a crine, forcing or intimdating

such person to withdraw or alter crimnal charges or nmake a fal se

affidavit or statenent; or

(c) To hinder, delay, prevent or dissuade any person

fromreporting a crinme or conmunicating with a | aw enforcenent

of ficer, prosecutor or judge regarding the conm ssion or possible

conmi ssion of a crimnal offense; or
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(d) To hinder, delay, prevent or dissuade any person

frominvestigating, presenting, defending or trying any case or

otherwi se carrying out his official duties respecting a crim nal

case; or

(e) If any person or persons retaliate against a

Wi tnhess, party or informant in an official proceeding by threat,

bodily injury, harassnment or danage to real or personal property

bel onging to or under the control of such person.

| f any person or persons shall destroy, mutilate, alter,

conceal or fail to produce any evidence under his control or

possession or fail to reveal the whereabouts of evidence which is

known to him

Then such person shall be guilty of obstruction of justice

and nmay be puni shed by inprisonnent in the county jail for not

nore than one (1) year or a fine of not nore than One Thousand

Dol l ars ($1,000.00), or both, or nmay be inprisoned not nore than

ten (10) years in the State Penitentiary or fined not nore than

Ten Thousand Dol |l ars ($10, 000. 00) or both.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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