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Repr esent ati ves Dedeaux, Franks, M les To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1042

AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO
DEVELOP A PLAN TO OPERATE A CERTAI N PERCENTAGE OF SCHOCOL BUSES
USI NG BI ODI ESEL FUEL; TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT TO ADDRESS | SSUES
RELATI NG TO COST, THE AVAI LABI LI TY OF Bl ODI ESEL | N THE STATE AND
OTHER MATTERS IN THE PLAN; TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT TO PRESENT
THE PLAN I N A REPORT TO BE SUBM TTED TO THE LEGQ SLATURE BEFORE
JANUARY 1, 2007; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. The State Departnent of Education shall develop a

pl an under which no | ess than twenty percent (20% of the public
school buses operated in this state nmay utilize biodiesel fuel.
In preparing the plan, the departnent shall study and address the
foll owi ng issues:

(a) The total potential fuel costs for operating school
buses on bi odi esel and whether or not the biodiesel fuel is nore
cost efficient than those fuels currently utilized, determ ned by
conparing the fuel costs of school buses operating on biodiesel
with the costs of conparable school buses utilizing petrol eum
di esel or gasoline;

(b) Whether the infrastructure required to support a
bi odi esel fuel market, such as production and distribution
facilities, exists throughout the State of M ssissippi and, if
not, which areas of the state do not have adequate facilities to
accomodat e the | ocal school districts' transportation
requirenents;

(c) Those areas of the state which would benefit the
nost fromthe utilization of biodiesel school buses, determ ned by
factors deened rel evant by the State Departnent of Education

i ncl udi ng, but not necessarily Iimted to, the area's designation
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as an area of concern for pollution em ssions by the Environnent al
Prot ecti on Agency;

(d) The nmeans by which no | ess than twenty percent
(20% of the total nunber of school buses owned and operated by
t he various school districts and the State Departnment of Education
is to be achieved, including purchasi ng new school buses equi pped
to operate on biodi esel when agi ng school buses are repl aced,
nodi fyi ng currently-owned, diesel powered school buses to operate
on biodiesel, or a conbination of both. The departnent shal
i nclude the estinmated cost per school bus for the nodifications
necessary to operate the bus on biodiesel; and

(e) \Whether or not federal financial assistance is
available to the State Departnent of Education to help defray
costs incurred in purchasing biodiesel fuel for school bus
transportation purposes and how such federal funds, if any, may be
allocated to school districts that operate school buses fuel ed
wi t h bi odi esel .

The State Departnent of Education shall present the plan in a
witten report that nust be submtted to the Legislature before
January 1, 2007.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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