M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

Represent ati ves Mayo, Hines, Masterson, To: Universities and

Bail ey, Burnett, dark, Coleman (29th), Espy, Colleges; Ways and Means
Fl aggs, Huddl est on, Johnson, MBride, Morris,

Per ki ns, Reynol ds, Stevens, Straughter,

Thomas, Wi ttington

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1034

AN ACT TO ENACT THE M SSI SSI PPI DELTA REG ON REVI TALI ZATI ON
ACT OF 2006; TO MAKE LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS; TO CREATE THE SPECI AL
TASK FORCE FOR REVI TALI ZATION OF THE M SSI SSI PPl DELTA REG ON; TO
PROVI DE FOR THE COWPOSI TI ON OF THE TASK FORCE;, TO ESTABLI SH W THI N
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG AN
OFFI CE TO SERVE THE TASK FORCE;, TO SET FORTH DUTI ES AND
RESPONSI BI LI TI ES OF THE OFFI CE, AND TO REQUI RE THE M SSI SSI PP
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORI TY TO PROVI DE STAFF AND OTHER SUPPORT TO THE
OFFI CE; TO PROVI DE THAT THE TASK FORCE SHALL FUNCTI ON AS AN
| NDEPENDENT RESEARCH AND ANALYTI CAL GROUP CHARGED W TH SETTI NG
SHORT- RANGE AND LONG- RANGE GOALS FOR THE REVI TALI ZATI ON OF THE
M SSI SSI PPl DELTA REG ON; TO REQUI RE THE HOLDI NG OF PUBLI C
HEARI NGS I N THE REG ON AND THE PREPARATI ON OF A LONG RANGE ACTI ON
PLAN FOR THE REVI TALI ZATI ON OF THE REG ON AND SPECI FY THE PARTS OF
THE PLAN; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. This act may be cited as the "M ssissippi Delta

Region Revitalization Act of 2006."
SECTION 2. (1) For purposes of this act, the M ssissipp

Del ta Regi on, which nay be hereinafter referred to as the region,
shal | be defined as the western section of the State of
M ssi ssippi that |ies between the M ssissippi and Yazoo Rivers,
enconpassing in part or whole the counties of Bolivar, Carroll,
Coahonma, Hol nes, Hunphreys, |ssaquena, Leflore, Quitman, Sharkey,
Sunfl ower, Tall ahatchie, Tunica, Warren, Washi ngton and Yazoo.
(2) The Legislature finds that the prospective well-being of
the people of the Mssissippi Delta Region of the state requires
that the econom c and ot her devel opnment of the region should be
strategically, conprehensively and exhaustively planned and t hat
the plan be systematically inplenented. The Legislature further
finds that the state should foster open comuni cati on between
government and the private sectors of our econony in the

M ssi ssippi Delta Region and that the state should provide a
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policy, a vision and a framework to encourage an environnment
conducive to the revitalization of our state's Delta region.

(3) The Legislature hereby declares that the public policy
of this state requires an overall, conprehensive and coordi nated
pl an for maxi mum and accel erated revitalization of the M ssissippi
Del t a Regi on.

SECTION 3. (1) The Special Task Force for Revitalization of

the Mssissippi Delta Region is hereby created. The task force
shal | be conposed of twenty-one (21) nenbers, to be appointed as
fol | ows:

(a) Four (4) nmenbers of the M ssissippi House of
Representatives who reside in the Mssissippi Delta Region,
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House.

(b) Four (4) nmenbers of the M ssissippi State Senate,
who reside in the Mssissippi Delta Region, appointed by the
Li eut enant CGovernor.

(c) One (1) nenber fromthe state's public
universities, one (1) nmenber fromthe state's junior colleges and
one (1) nenber fromthe M ssissippi Delta Region who is not a
state | egislator, appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Represent ati ves.

(d) One (1) nenber fromthe state's public
universities, one (1) nmenber fromthe state's junior colleges and
one (1) nenber fromthe M ssissippi Delta Region who is not a
state |l egislator, appointed by the Lieutenant Governor.

(e) One (1) nenber fromthe nmenbership or staffs of the
M ssi ssi ppi Associ ati on of Supervisors and the M ssi ssi ppi
Muni ci pal Associ ation. These nenbers will be appointed to the
task force by the Governor fromrecomendati ons nade to the board
by the respective organi zati ons.

(f) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi

Devel opnent Authority or his designee.
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(g) Four (4) nenbers to be selected by the Governor,
three (3) of whom shall be representatives of business or
entrepreneurial enterprises in the Mssissippi Delta Region.

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that the task force
wi |l be organi zed, selected and constituted in such a way that it
represents the nost talented individuals who could possibly be
assenbl ed to address the concerns and issues associated wth the
revitalization of the Mssissippi Delta Region. Task force
nmenbers shall be appointed by July 15, 2006, and the task force
shall have its organi zational neeting no |ater than August 1,
2006. The task force shall elect fromanong its nenbership a
chai rman and vice chairman. Terns of service of task force
menbers shall coincide wth the duration of the task force.

(3) Al persons selected for service on the task force shal
be creative, know edgeabl e and acconpli shed people with the
capacity to contribute to the mssion of the task force.
Vacanci es on the task force shall be filled in a manner consi stent
wi th original appointnents.

SECTION 4. (1) There is hereby established within the Board

of Trustees of the State Institutions of H gher Learning an office
to serve the Special Task Force for Revitalization of the
M ssissippi Delta Region. The office shall:

(a) Provide staff support, including an enpl oyee to
serve as the task force coordinator, to the task force and shal
organi ze and coordinate the work of the task force.

(b) Make avail able office space for the task force to
i ncl ude conference roomfacilities.

(c) Be responsible for preparing and maintaining a
| ong-range plan for the revitalization and econom ¢ and ot her
devel opnent of the state's Delta region. The plan shall be
sufficiently broad in scope so as to address all regional, state,
nati onal and international econom c, denographic, education, work

force training, community, housing, public health, crinme, natural
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resource and infrastructure factors relating to the overal
status, revitalization and devel opnent of the M ssissippi Delta
Regi on.
(d) Wbrk in coordination with the M ssissipp
Devel opnment Authority in all aspects of serving the task force.
(2) The M ssissippi Devel opnment Authority shall provide any
staff support to the office that it or the task force may request.

SECTION 5. The mission and role of the special task force

shall be to function as an independent research and anal yti cal
group charged with setting neasurabl e, achi evable and significant
goals to revitalize the Mssissippi Delta Region. The task force
shal | conduct public hearings in the region and nmake
recommendati ons regardi ng such goals and present findings and
detail ed recommendati ons which will enable the region to achieve
the stated goals. Recommendations of the task force shall be
specific to the extent that actions needed are explicitly set out
and supported with in-depth analyses as to the contributions such
actions would have on the revitalization of the region. Al
recommendati ons shall be acconpani ed by specific requests with
respect to allocation of resources, including any additional
fundi ng necessary to fund the revitalization activities.

SECTION 6. Wth research and recomendati ons prepared by the

task force, the office shall prepare a |ong-range action plan for
the revitalization of the region, which shall consist of five (5)
parts as provided in this act.

SECTION 7. Part | of the plan will identify specific,

quantifiable goals to be acconplished in the next succeeding
five-, ten- and twenty-year periods. Before proposing the goals
required for Part |I of the plan, at |least three (3) public
hearings shall be held in each of the northern, central and

sout hern portions of the region, in order to receive public input
on the goal setting process and deliberations pertaining to that

process.
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The goal s proposed by the office shall be reasonable,
chal | engi ng, achi evabl e and shall be expressed in neasures of
achi evenment that woul d represent conparative and significant
econom c progress and revitalization for the region.

SECTION 8. Part Il of the econom c devel opnent pl an shal

i ncl ude:

(a) An inventory and analysis of the region's
conpetitive advantages and an inventory and anal ysis of factors
which tend to retard econom ¢ and ot her devel opnent in the region;

(b) Ildentification and analysis of state, national and
i nternational economc trends affecting the region's devel opnent;

(c) An analysis and evaluation of the state's taxing
effort as it affects the region's econom c devel opnment and ot her
efforts and an anal ysis of how econom ¢ devel opnent goals and
objectives in the region relate to projected short- and |long-term
state and | ocal revenues dedicated to the region and to the
possi bl e and potential inpact on the region's revenue structure;

(d) An identification and anal ysis of key factors
af fecting econom c devel opnent in the region;

(e) An identification and analysis of factors affecting
i ndustrial location and decisions affecting expansi on of existing
busi ness and industry within the region;

(f) An analysis of the region's incentive prograns and
econom ¢ devel opnent strategies and a conpari son with other
regions of the state;

(g An analysis of the region's work force and of the
econom ¢ and educational conditions that the work force will face
in future years;

(h) An analysis of and assessnent of the mnority
busi ness and commercial activity, capability, potential and needs
in the region;

(1) An analysis of and assessnent of incone in the

regi on by various incone groups to provide the analytical base for
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devel opi ng prograns and recommendations to address | ow i ncone high
unenpl oynment problens in the region;

(j) An analysis and assessnent of prograns in other
states and in the federal governnent which seek to foster,
encourage and assist mnority involvenent in and contri butions
toward econom c devel opnent. The prograns to be assessed shal
i nclude, but not be limted to, set aside procurenent prograns.

SECTION 9. (1) Part Il of the econom c devel opnent plan

shal | provide a procedure for nonitoring the inplenentation of
efforts proposed by the task force and the plan. In fornulating
this procedure, the office will survey, identify and anal yze every
government program and private resource and activity that is
available to, that is being applied toward or that contributes to
t he acconplishment of the goals set in the |ong-range plan. The
resources and prograns of |local, state and federal governnment and
private business shall be identified and anal yzed to determ ne the
specific areas in which they contribute to achievenent of the
overal |l goals.

(2) Each agency and institution of state governnent involved
i n econom ¢, denographic, education, work force training,
communi ty, housing, public health, crine, natural resources and
infrastructure aspects relating to the overall revitalization and
devel opnent of the Mssissippi Delta Region is directed to prepare
and submt to the office and the M ssissippi Devel opnent
Aut hority, work prograns covering its activities in the rel evant
aspects. The office shall specify a uniformformat for agencies
to follow in preparing their work progranms. These work prograns
shall cover in general the next five (5) years of the plan and, in
significant detail, the upcom ng fiscal year. W rk prograns shal
be submtted by Cctober 1, 2006, for fiscal year 2007 by those
agencies identified as being required to submt work prograns.

SECTION 10. Part IV of the plan shall be an anal ysis and

eval uation of materials in Parts Il and Il of the plan. This
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phase of the plan shall also make an overall evaluation of the
relative contributions that the resources and efforts identified
in Part 11l are making toward achi evenent of the overall goals.
Thi s phase of the plan shall contain specific reconmmendations for
inclusion in the region's efforts:

(a) Specific progranms for accelerating the region's
overall econom c devel opnent through greater results fromthe
state's agricultural resources;

(b) Specific prograns for rural areas of the region and
those areas and identifiable groups of people with the highest
unenpl oynent and | owest per capita incones;

(c) Specific progranms for international trade and the
attraction of foreign investnent through devel opnent of
speci al i zed, university-based or other prograns;

(d) The specific niches that M ssissippi has and on
which it should focus devel opnent efforts or those niches the
regi on should seek to devel op; and

(e) Specific mnority enterprise assistance and
devel opnent prograns that woul d be needed and reconmended.

SECTION 11. (1) Part V of the econom c devel opnment plan

shal | consi st of recomendations. The recomendations shall be
based on Part |1V of the plan and shall seek to inprove in every
possi bl e and feasi ble manner the coordination and inplenmentation
of all activities and prograns outlined and identified as required
in Part 111 of the plan.

(2) The plan shall make recommendati ons regardi ng new
initiatives and new prograns and the alteration or expansion of
exi sting prograns as deened necessary to achieve the goals
established. The recommendations shall state specifically what is
to be done, who is to do it and howit is to be done and shal
al so set out the cost benefits of each recomendati on.

(3) The office, in consultation with the task force and the

M ssi ssi ppi Devel opnment Aut hority, shall develop a |legislative
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package contai ning any statutory actions required to inplenent the
goal s established in the state |ong-range plan for economc

devel opnent. The |l egislative package shall be prepared and
presented in bill format.

SECTI ON 12. Al parts of the plan shall be conpleted no

| ater than Decenber 1, 2006. A prelimnary report on the status
of the plan shall be nmade to the Joint Legislative Budget
Comm ttee in Novenber 2006.

SECTION 13. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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