M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representative Robinson (84th) ;O:k Wildlife, Fisheries and
ar ks

HOUSE BI LL NO. 932

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 59-21-87, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 TO REVI SE CERTAI N RESTRI CTI ONS AND REGULATI ONS CONCERNI NG THE

3 OPERATI ON OF MOTORBOATS WHI LE TON NG A PERSON ON WATER SKI'S, AN

4 AQUAPLANE OR SIM LAR DEVI CE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
6 SECTION 1. Section 59-21-87, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

7 anended as follows:

8 59-21-87. (1) No person shall operate a notorboat on any

9 waters of this state while towing a person on water skis, or on an
10 aquaplane or simlar device between one hour after sunset and one

11 hour before sunrise.

12 (2) Each person being towed behind a vessel on water skis or
13 simlar devices nust wear a properly secured Type 1, II, IIl or V

14 U. S. Coast Cuard-approved personal flotation device.

15 (3) Every vessel except personal watercraft, towi ng a person
16 on water skis or simlar device nust have:

17 (a) A capable observer, other than the operator, ten

18 (10) years old or older; or

19 (b) A wde-angle rearview mirror at |east seventy-eight
20 (78) square inches in size and having a field of vision of at

21 least one hundred seventy (170) degrees.

22 (4) Every personal watercraft towing a person on water skis

23 or a simlar device nust have mirrors nmounted on both the right

24 and left sides of the personal watercraft, but not attached to the
25 steering control, and the mrrors nust be at |east two and

26 one-half (2-1/2) inches high by four (4) inches wi de.

27 (5) A reasonabl e distance fromother vessels, people and

28 property nust be nmaintained so as not to endanger life or
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property. It is illegal

to tow a person on water skis or simlar

devi ces behind a vessel

or to mani pulate the water skis or simlar

devices in a manner that causes the towed person to collide with

anot her person or object.

SECTI ON 2.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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