M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representatives Hines, Buck, dark, To: Public Health and Hunman
Evans, Fl em ng, Robinson (63rd), Straughter, Servi ces
WAt son

HOUSE BI LL NO. 911

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 43-29-3 AND 43-29-9, M SSI SSI PP

2 CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT PERSONS APPLYI NG FOR DI SABI LI TY

3 ASSI STANCE SHALL NOT BE LI ABLE FOR THE COSTS FOR MEDI CAL RECORDS
4 UNTIL AFTER A DETERM NATI ON OF ELI @ BILITY; TO AVMEND SECTI ON

5 11-1-52, MSSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY; AND FOR RELATED
6 PURPOSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
8 SECTION 1. Section 43-29-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

9 anended as follows:

10 43-29-3. (1) Assistance shall be given under this chapter
11 to any person who qualifies under Section 43-29-1, and who:

12 (a) Has resided in this state for one (1) year

13 immediately preceding his application, and such residence shal

14 not have been established solely or in part for the purpose of

15 enabling the applicant to cone within the provisions of this

16 chapter;

17 (b) Resides in the county in which application is nade;
18 (c) Has not sufficient inconme or other resources to

19 provide a reasonabl e subsistence conpati ble with decency and

20 heal th;

21 (d) Is not an inmate of or being maintained by any

22 county, nunicipal, state, or national institution at the tine of
23 receiving assistance except as a patient in a public nedical

24 institution, or is not a patient in any institution for

25 tuberculosis or nmental diseases, or is not a patient in any

26 nedical institution as a result of having been di agnosed as havi ng
27 tubercul osis or psychosis; in the event the federal Socia

28 Security Act or other appropriate federal statutes are so anended
29 as to permt funds appropriated by congress to be used for
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assi stance to di sabl ed persons who are i nmates of public
institutions, then being an i nmate of any such institution shal
not disqualify any such person for assistance. An inmate of such
an institution may, however, nmake application for such assistance
but the assistance, if granted, shall not begin until after he
ceases to be an inmate;

(e) Has not nmade an assignnent to transfer his property
so as to render hinself eligible for assistance under this chapter
at any time within two (2) years inmmediately prior to the filing
of an application for assistance pursuant to the provisions
her eof .

(2) A person who applies for assistance given under this

chapter shall not be liable for the costs incurred under this

chapter or for the costs of copies of nedical records until after

a determnation is nmade to provide or not provide assistance.

SECTION 2. Section 43-29-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

43-29-9. (1) Wenever a county wel fare agent receives an
application for assistance under this chapter, an investigation
and record shall pronptly be nmade of the circunstances of the
applicant to ascertain the facts supporting the application nmade
under this chapter, and such other information as may be required
by the rules of the state board. The county departnent and the
state departnent shall have the power to conduct exam nations, and
the county board and such officers and enpl oyees as are desi gnated
by the state comm ssioner may al so adm ni ster oaths and
affirmation.

(2) Applicant may provide nedical records in accordance with

Section 43-29-3(2).

SECTION 3. Section 11-1-52, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:
11-1-52. (1) Any nedical provider or hospital or nursing

honme or other nedical facility shall charge no nore than the
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foll ow ng ambunts to patients or their representatives for
phot ocopyi ng any patient's records: Twenty Dollars ($20.00) for
pages one (1) through twenty (20); One Dollar ($1.00) per page for
the next eighty (80) pages; Fifty Cents (50¢) per page for al
pages thereafter. Ten percent (10% of the total charge may be
added for postage and handling. Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) nay be
recovered by the nedical provider or hospital or nursing honme or
other nedical facility for retrieving nmedical records in archives
at a location off the prem ses where the facility/office is
| ocat ed.

(2) A physician shall only charge normal, reasonable and
customary charges for a deposition related to a patient that the
physician is treating or has treated.

(3) A person applying for disability assistance shal

recei ve records as provided in Section 43-29-3.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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