M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representative Holl and To: Public Health and Hunman
Servi ces

HOUSE BI LL NO. 887

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 73-26-3, M SSI SSI PPl CCDE OF 1972, TO
2 PROVI DE THAT APPLI CANTS FOR A PHYSI Cl AN ASSI STANT LI CENSE WHO IMEET
3 ALL LI CENSURE REQUI REMENTS EXCEPT FOR HAVI NG A MASTER S DEGREE MAY
4 BE GRANTED A TEMPORARY LI CENSE | F THEY CAN SHOW PROOF OF

5 ENROLLMENT IN A MASTER S DEGREE PROGRAM THAT W LL, WHEN COVPLETED,
6 MEET THE MASTER S DEGREE REQUI REMENT; TO PROVI DE THAT THE

7 TEMPORARY LI CENSE SHALL BE VALI D FOR NOI' MORE THAN ONE YEAR, AND
8 MAY NOT BE RENEWED; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

9 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
10 SECTION 1. Section 73-26-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

11 anended as foll ows:

12 73-26-3. (1) The State Board of Medical Licensure shal

13 license and regulate the practice of physician assistants in

14 accordance with the provisions of this chapter.

15 (2) Al physician assistants who are enpl oyed as physici an
16 assistants by a Departnment of Veterans Affairs health care

17 facility, a branch of the United States mlitary or the Federal

18 Bureau of Prisons, and who are practicing as physician assistants
19 in a federal facility in Mssissippi on July 1, 2000, and those

20 physician assistants who trained in a M ssissippi physician

21 assistant program and have been continuously practicing as a

22 physician assistant in M ssissippi since 1976, shall be eligible
23 for licensure if they submt an application for |licensure to the
24 board by Decenber 31, 2000. Physician assistants |icensed under
25 this subsection will be eligible for |license renewal so |ong as

26 they neet standard renewal requirenents.

27 (3) Before Decenber 31, 2004, applicants for physician

28 assistant licensure, except those |icensed under subsection (2) of
29 this section, nmust be graduates of physician assistant educati onal
30 prograns accredited by the Comm ssion on Accreditation of Allied
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Heal th Educational Prograns or its predecessor or successor
agency, have passed the certification exam nation adm ni stered by
the National Comm ssion on Certification of Physician Assistants
(NCCPA), have current NCCPA certification, and possess a m ni num
of a baccal aureate degree. Physician assistants neeting these
licensure requirenents will be eligible for Iicense renewal so

|l ong as they neet standard renewal requirenents.

(4) On or after Decenber 31, 2004, applicants for physician
assistant licensure nust neet all of the requirenents in
subsection (3) of this section and, in addition, nust have
obtained a mninumof a master's degree in a health-related or
science field.

(5) Applicants for licensure who neet all |icensure

requi renents except for the naster's degree may be granted a

tenporary license by the board if they can show proof of

enrollnment in a naster's degree programthat will, when conpl eted,

neet the master's degree requirenent. The tenporary |icense shal

be valid for not nore than one (1) year, and nmay not be renewed.

Thi s subsection shall stand repealed on July 1, 2010.

(6) For new graduate physician assistants and all physician
assistants receiving initial licenses in the state, except those
i censed under subsection (2) of this section, supervision shal
require the on-site presence of a supervising physician for one
hundred twenty (120) days.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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