M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representative Mayo To: WIldlife, Fisheries and
Par ks

HOUSE BI LL NO. 830

1 AN ACT TO CREATE THE "M SSI SSI PPl HUNTI NG RESORT ACT"; TO

2 ESTABLI SH THE LEG SLATI VE FI NDI NGS AND | NTENT OF PROMOTI NG TOURI ST
3 HUNTING IN M SSI SSI PPI; TO ALLOW THE M SSI SSI PPI BOARD OF ANI VAL

4 HEALTH TO CLASSI FY, DEFI NE AND REGULATE EXOTI C LI VESTOCK; TO

5 REQUI RE FEES FOR ENCLOSI NG NATI VE W LD GAME ON RESORT PROPERTY; TO
6 REQU RE MONI TORI NG AND REPORTI NG OF | NTRASTATE MOVEMENT AND

7 | NTERSTATE MOVEMENT OF EXOTI C LI VESTOCK; TO REQUI RE THE | SSUANCE

8 OF PERM TS AND HARVEST TAGS; TO REQUI RE REPORTS OF EXOTI C

9 LIVESTOCK TO THE M SSI SSI PPI BOARD OF ANI MAL HEALTH AND THE

10 DEPARTMENT OF WLDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS; AND FOR RELATED

11 PURPCSES.

12 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
13 SECTION 1. This act may be cited as the "M ssissippi Hunting
14 Resort Act.”

15 SECTION 2. The Legislature finds that it is in the best

16 public policy interest of the state to create an environnent

17 conducive to business and investnent, wherein econom c opportunity
18 and prosperity may flourish through nmaxi m zing the travel, hunting
19 and tourismopportunities in the state. This act intends to

20 encourage econom c devel opnent by pronoting tourist-hunting

21 resorts within the state as neans of generating revenue through

22 the use of the state's abundant natural wldlife resources, native
23 gane aninmals and the introduction of nonnative game animals to the
24 state as an added incentive to pronote tourist-hunting resorts.

25 SECTION 3. (1) Exotic livestock are those aninals defined
26 and regul ated by the M ssissippi Board of Aninal Health,

27 hereinafter NMBAH.

28 (2) It is recognized that in the construction of the

29 infrastructure for the housing, protection and control of exotic
30 species, and devel opnent of infrastructure for other hunting
31 operations, that a number of native whitetail deer may be
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captured. \Wether by accident or design, as is the case with a
comercial wildlife operation, this nunber of native wildlife is
effectively renoved fromthe public domain.

SECTION 4. (1) The owner or devel oper of an exotic

| i vest ock operation, where in the formof a commercial venture or
a noncommerci al venture shall pay to the State of M ssissippi a
fee of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) each for any whitetai
deer enclosed. Were an actual count of the nunber of deer

encl osed is not possible, then the owner or devel oper shall pay to
the state based on per acre census data for the area of the

encl osure existing at the tinme and place the operation is placed
in service, multiplied tines the acreage of the enclosure.

(2) For all operations placed in service prior to the
enactnment of this legislation, the owner or devel oper shall make a
paynent to the state of One Hundred Dol lars ($100.00) per animal.
Thi s paynent shall be based on an estimate of the nunber of
animal s per acre that existed in the area of operation at the tinme
the animal was enclosed nmultiplied times the acreage of the
encl osure.

(3) Where no census data is available, the devel oper shal
pay to the State of Mssissippi a nultiple of .025 deer per acre
multiplied tinmes the acreage of the enclosure. This estimate is
based on the 2005 statew de census. Notw thstandi ng any ot her
statute to the contrary, all |andowners or devel opers who nake
paynents to the state pursuant to this act shall enjoy the sane
rights and privileges of ownership and control over the encl osed
exotic and other aninmals as enjoyed by | andowners, farnmers and
growers over their |ivestock

SECTION 5. (1) (a) To prevent the inportation and spread

of chronic wasting di sease and ot her di seases known to the NMBAH,
into the state, the interstate novenent and the intrastate

novenment of any and all exotic or other livestock into the state
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shall be performed in strict accordance with the existing
regul ati ons of the NMBAH.

(b) To assist with the oversight and nonitoring of the
interstate novenent of exotic livestock, the nover or owner shal
pay to the state an interstate novenent fee of Ten Dollars
($10.00) per aninmal as shown in the Exotic Livestock Entry Permt.

(c) To assist with the oversight and nonitoring of the
intrastate novenent of exotic l|livestock, the nover or owner shal
pay to the state an intrastate novenent fee of Five Dollars
($5.00) per animal as shown in the Exotic Livestock Transfer
Recor d.

(d) To assist with the oversight and nonitoring of the
harvesting of exotic or other |ivestock, the hunter shall pay to
the state a harvest fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per animal. The
state shall initiate the issuance of exotic harvest tags for the
nonitoring of this fee. Noncommercial operations, breeders,
growers and animal s harvested for food are exenpt fromthis fee.

(2) The hunter's nane, address, and the date of the harvest
shall be clearly marked on the tag and the tag shall remain with
the animal during transport to its final destination. Hunters are
rem nded to check with the various states that the harvest may
pass through to verify regulation on this novenent of animals.

(3) The owner or operator of each exotic livestock permt
shal | keep accurate records of the nunber of species of aninals
noved into and out of their facility and records of hunter and
animal s harvested and report this data to the MBAH on an annual
basi s.

(4) The owner or operator of comrercial wildlife operations
where exotic or other livestock is also harvested shall al so keep
records and report to the Departnment of WIldlife, Fisheries and
Parks in accordance with current regul ations.

(5) Unused exotic harvest tags nmust be returned to the state

for a full refund.
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97 SECTION 6. This act shall take effect and be in force from
98 and after July 1, 2006.
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