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HOUSE BI LL NO. 762

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 97-37-21 AND 97-37-25, M SSI SS| PP
CODE OF 1972, TO | NCLUDE HOAX BOVBS | N THE LAW REGARDI NG THE
REPORTI NG AND PLACI NG OF BOVBS AND EXPLGSI VES; TO DEFI NE " HOAX
BOWVB"; TO AUTHORI ZE RESTI TUTI ON TO BE REQUI RED OF VI OLATORS OF
TH' S ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 97-37-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-37-21. It shall be unlawful for any person to report to
anot her by any neans, including tel ephone, mail, e-nmail, nobile
phone, fax or any neans of conmunication, that a bonb or other
expl osive or chem cal, biological or other weapons of nass

destruction, including any hoax bonb, has been, or is to be,

pl aced or secreted in any public or private place, know ng that
such report is false. Any person who shall be convicted of a
violation of this section shall be fined not nore than Ten
Thousand Dol | ars ($10, 000. 00) or shall be conmitted to the custody
of the Departnent of Corrections for not nore than ten (10) years,
or both.

SECTION 2. Section 97-37-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-37-25. It shall be unlawful for any person at any tine to
bonb, or to plant or place any bonb, or other explosive matter or
chem cal, biological or other weapons of mass destruction or thing

or hoax bonb, in, upon or near any building, residence, ship,

vessel, boat, railroad station, railroad car or coach, bus
station, or depot, bus, truck, aircraft, or other vehicle, gas and

oil stations and pipelines, radio station or radi o equi pnent or
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ot her nmeans of communi cation, warehouse or any electric plant or
wat er plant, tel ephone exchange or any of the |ines bel onging
thereto, wherein a person or persons are |ocated or being
transported, or where there is being manufactured, stored,
assenbl ed or shipped or in the preparation of shipnent any goods,
war es, nerchandi se or anything of value, wth the felonious intent
to hurt or harm any person or property, and upon conviction

t hereof shall be inprisoned for |life in the State Penitentiary if
the penalty is so fixed by the jury; and in cases where the jury
fails to fix the penalty at inprisonnment for life in the State
Penitentiary the court shall fix the penalty at inprisonnment in
the State Penitentiary for any termas the court, inits

di scretion, may determ ne, but not to be less than five (5) years.

SECTION 3. (1) For the purpose of Sections 97-37-21,

97-37-25 and this section "hoax bonb" neans any device or object
that by its design, construction, content or characteristics
appears to be, or to contain, or is represented to be or to
contain, a destructive device or explosive, but is, in fact, an

i noperative facsimle or imtation of such a destructive device or
expl osive, or contains no destructive device or explosive as was
represent ed.

(2) This act does not apply to any | aw enforcenent officer,
firefighter, person or nenber of the Arned Forces of the United
States while engaged in training or other lawful activity within
the scope of his or her enploynent, or to any person properly
authorized to test a security system or to any security
personnel, while operating within the scope of their enploynent,
including, but not limted to, security personnel in airports and
ot her controlled access areas.

(3) In addition to any other penalty provided by law with
respect to any person who is convicted of a violation of this act
that resulted in the nobilization or action of any | aw enforcenent

officer or any state or |ocal agency, a person convicted of a
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violation of this section nay be required by the court to pay

restitution for al

crimnal conduct.
SECTI ON 4.

and after July 1,
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of the costs and danages arising fromthe

This act shall take effect and be in force from

2006.
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