M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representative Carlton To: Public Health and Hunman
Servi ces

HOUSE BI LL NO. 754

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-15-51, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO REQUI RE THE DI STRI CT ATTORNEYS OR THE DEPARTMENT OF HUVAN
3 SERVI CES TO CREATE MJLTI DI SCI PLI NARY CHI LD PROTECTI ON TEAMS; AND
4 FOR RELATED PURPOCSES.
5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
6 SECTION 1. Section 43-15-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
7 anended as follows:
8 43-15-51. (1) The district attorneys or the Departnent of
9 Human Services shall initiate formal cooperative agreenents with
10 the appropriate agencies to create nultidisciplinary child
11 protection teans in order to inplenent a coordinated
12 multidisciplinary team approach to intervention in reports
13 involving alleged severe or potential felony child physical or
14 sexual abuse, exploitation, or maltreatnent. The
15 multidisciplinary teamalso may be known as a child abuse task
16 force. The purpose of the teamor task force shall be to assist
17 in the evaluation and investigation of reports and to provide
18 consultation and coordination for agencies involved in child
19 protection cases. The agencies to be included as nenbers of the
20 multidisciplinary teamare: the district attorney's office, city
21 and county |aw enforcenent agencies, county attorneys, youth court
22 prosecutors, and other agencies as appropriate.
23 (2) To inplement the nmultidisciplinary child abuse team the
24 teamor task force nust be authorized by court order fromthe
25 appropriate youth court. The court order will designate which
26 agencies will participate in the cooperative mnmultidisciplinary
27 team
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(3) (a) Teans created under this section may invite other
persons to serve on the team who have know edge of and experience
in child abuse and neglect matters. These persons may i ncl ude
| i censed nental and physical health practitioners and physici ans,
dentists, representatives of the district attorney’s office and
the Attorney Ceneral’s office, experts in the assessnent and
treatment of substance abuse or sexual abuse, the victim
assi stance coordinator of the district attorney’s office and staff
menbers of a child advocacy center.

(b) (i) A child advocacy center neans an agency t hat
advocates on behalf of children alleged to have been abused and
assists in the coordination of the investigation of child abuse by
providing a location for forensic interviews and pronoting the
coordi nation of services for children alleged to have been abused.
A child advocacy center provides services that include, but are
not limted to, forensic nedical exam nations, nental health and
rel ated support services, court advocacy, consultation, training
for social workers, |aw enforcenent training, and child abuse
mul tidisciplinary teans, and staffing of multidisciplinary teans.

(i1) Child advocacy centers may provide a
vi deo-taped forensic interview of the child in a child friendly
envi ronnent or separate building. The purpose of the video-taped
forensic interviewis to prevent further trauma to a child in the
i nvestigation and prosecution of child physical and sexual abuse
cases. Child advocacy centers can also assist child victins by
provi di ng therapeutic counseling subsequent to the interview by a
qualified therapist. Child advocacy centers can al so assist |aw
enforcement and prosecutors by acquainting child victimw tnesses
and their parents or guardians to the courtroomthrough child
court school prograns.

(4) A teamor task force created under this section shal

review records on cases referred to the team by the Departnent of

H B. No. 754 *HR40/R336*
06/ HRA0/ R336
PAGE 2 (RF\ED)



60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68

Human Services or | aw enforcenent or the district attorney’s
office. The teamshall neet at |east nonthly.

(5) No person shall disclose information obtained froma
neeting of the nultidisciplinary team unl ess necessary to conply
w th Departnent of Human Services’ regul ations or conduct and
proceeding in youth court or crimnal court proceedings or as
aut hori zed by a court of conpetent jurisdiction.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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