M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representatives Martinson, Barnett, To: Transportation;
St evens Educati on
HOUSE BI LL NO. 725

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 63-1-9 AND 63-1-21, M SSI SSI PPI CODE

2 OF 1972, TO I NCREASE THE M NI MUM AGE AT WH CH A PERSON MAY BE

3 | SSUED AND THE LENGTH OF TI ME FOR WHI CH A PERSON MUST HOLD A

4 TEMPORARY DRI VING PERM T; TO DELETE THE REQUI REMENT FOR THE

5 | SSUANCE OF | NTERMEDI ATE DRI VER S LI CENSES; TO | NCREASE THE

6 MN MUM AGE AT WHICH A PERSON MAY BE | SSUED A REGULAR DRI VER S

7 LICENSE; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-16-7, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO

8 REQUI RE STUDENTS TO COMPLETE A STATE CERTI FI ED DRI VER EDUCATI ON

9 TRAI NI NG PROGRAM | N CRDER TO GRADUATE FROM HI GH SCHOOL; TO AMEND
10 SECTIONS 37-25-3 AND 37-25-7, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE
11 SCHOOL BOARDS TO ESTABLI SH AND MAI NTAI' N DRI VER EDUCATI ON AND

12  TRAI NI NG PROGRAMS FOR CERTAIN PUPI LS ENROLLED I N THE DAY SECONDARY
13 SCHOOLS IN THAT DI STRICT; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 63- 1-23 AND 63- 1-47,
14 M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF

15 TH'S ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

16 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
17 SECTION 1. Section 63-1-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

18 amended as foll ows:

19 63-1-9. (1) No driver's license * * * or tenporary |earning
20 permt shall be issued pursuant to this article:

21 (a) To any person under the age of eighteen (18) years
22 except as provided in this article.

23 (b) To any person whose |icense to operate a notor

24 vehicle on the highways of M ssissippi has been previously revoked
25 or suspended by this state or any other state and/or territory of
26 the United States or the District of Colunbia, and such revocation
27 or suspension period has not expired.

28 (c) To any person who is an habitual drunkard or who is
29 addicted to the use of other narcotic drugs.

30 (d) To any person who would not be able by reason of

31 physical or nmental disability, in the opinion of the comm ssioner
32 or other person authorized to grant an operator's |icense, to

33 operate a notor vehicle on the highways with safety. However,
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persons who have one (1) armor |leg, or have arns or |egs

def ornmed, and have their car provided with nechani cal devices
whereby they are able to drive in a safe manner over the hi ghways,
if otherwise qualified, shall receive an operator's license the
sane as ot her persons. Moreover, deafness shall not be a bar to
obtaining a |license.

(e) To any person who is under the age of seventeen
(17) years to drive any notor vehicle while in use as a school bus
for the transportation of pupils to or fromschool, or to drive
any notor vehicle while in use as a public or common carrier of
persons or property.

(f) To any person as an operator who has previously
been adjudged to be afflicted with and suffering fromany nental
disability and who has not at tine of application been restored to
ment al conpetency.

(g) To any unmarried person under the age of eighteen
(18) years who does not at the tinme of application present a
di ploma or other certificate of high school graduation or a
general education devel opnent certificate issued to the person in
this state or any other state, or docunentation that the person:

(i) 1Is enrolled and nmaki ng sati sfactory progress
in a course leading to a general education devel opnent
certificate;

(ii) Is enrolled in school in this state or any
ot her state;

(tii) Is enrolled in a "nonpublic school,"” as such
termis defined in Section 37-13-91(2)(i); or

(iv) 1Is unable to attend any school program due to
ci rcunst ances deened acceptable as set out in Section 63-1-10.

(h) To any person under the age of eighteen (18) years

who has been convi cted under Section 63-11-30.
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(2) Al permts and licenses issued on or before June 30,
2006, shall be valid according to the terns upon which issued.
Fromand after July 1, 2006

(a) A tenporary driving permt may be issued to any

person who is at |least fifteen and one-half (15-1/2) years of age

who ot herwi se neets the requirenents of this article.

* * %

(b) A driver's license may be issued to any person who

is at | east sixteen and one-half (16-1/2) years of age who

otherwi se neets the requirenents of this article and who has held

a tenporary driving permt for at |east twelve (12) nonths w thout

any conviction under Section 63-11-30 or of a noving violation.
Any conviction under Section 63-11-30 or of a noving violation

shal | restart the twelve-nonth requirenent for the holding of a

tenporary driving permt before an applicant can qualify for a

driver's license. * * *
(c) An applicant for a Mssissippi driver's |license

who, at the tinme of application, is at |east sixteen and one-half

(16-1/2) years of age and who has held a valid notor vehicle

driver's license issued by another state for at |east twelve (12)

nont hs shall not be required to hold a tenporary driving perm:t
* * * pefore being issued a driver's |icense.

(3) The comm ssioner shall ensure that the tenporary driving
permt * * * and driver's license issued under this article are
clear, distinct and easily distinguishable from one anot her.

SECTION 2. Section 63-1-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-1-21. (1) Every applicant for a new or original driver's
or operator's license, except persons holding an out-of-state
| icense, shall first obtain a tenporary driving permt upon the
paynent of a fee of One Dollar ($1.00) to the Departnent of Public

Saf ety and upon the successful conpletion of the exam nation
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provided for in Section 63-1-33 and the paynent of the fee for
such exam nation provided for in Section 63-1-43.

(2) A tenporary driving permt entitles the hol der, provided
the permt is in his imedi ate possession, to drive a notor
vehicle other than a notorcycle on the highways of the State of
M ssi ssippi only when acconpani ed by a |icensed operator who is at
| east twenty-one (21) years of age and who is actually occupying
the seat beside the driver. A tenporary driving permt nay be

i ssued to any applicant who is at |east fifteen and one-half

(15-1/2) years of age. A tenporary driving permt shall be valid
for a period of one (1) year fromthe date of issue.

Except as otherw se provided by Section 63-1-6, every
applicant for a restricted notorcycle operator's |license or a
not orcycl e endorsenent shall first obtain a tenporary notorcycle
driving permt upon the paynent of a fee of One Dollar ($1.00) to
the Departnent of Public Safety, and upon the successf ul
conpl etion of the exam nation provided for in Section 63-1-33, and
paynment of the fee for said exam nation provided for in Section
63-1-43. Al applicants for such tenporary permt shall (a) be at

| east fifteen and one-half (15-1/2) years of age; (b) operate a

not orcycl e only under the direct supervision of a person at | east
twenty-one (21) years of age who possesses either a valid driver's
or operator's license with a notorcycle endorsenent or a valid
restricted notorcycle operator's license; (c) be prohibited from
transporting a passenger on a notorcycle; (d) be prohibited from
operating a notorcycle upon any controll ed access hi ghway; and (e)
be prohibited fromoperating a notorcycle during the hours of 6:00
p.m through 6:00 a.m Tenporary notorcycle driving permts shal
be valid for the sane period of tine and may be renewed upon the
sane conditions as tenporary driving permts issued for vehicles

ot her than notorcycles.
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129 SECTION 3. Section 37-16-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
130 anended as follows:

131 37-16-7. (1) Each district school board shall establish
132 standards for graduation fromits schools which shall include as a
133  m ni num

134 (a) Mastery of m ninum academ c skills as neasured by
135 assessnents devel oped and adm ni stered by the State Board of

136 Educati on.

137 (b) Conpletion of a m ni num nunber of academ c credits,
138 and all other applicable requirenents prescribed by the district
139 school board.

140 (c) For high schools, conpletion of a state certified

141 driver education and training program

142 (2) A student who neets all requirenents prescribed in

143 subsection (1) of this section shall be awarded a standard di pl oma
144 in a formprescribed by the state board.

145 (3) The State Board of Education nay establish student

146 proficiency standards for pronotion to grade |levels leading to

147 graduati on.

148 SECTI ON 4. Section 37-25-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

149 anended as foll ows:

150 37-25-3. The school board of each school district

151 nmaintaining a secondary school which includes any of the G ades 9

152 through 12 inclusive, shall establish and maintain driver

153 education and training prograns for pupils enrolled in the day
154 secondary schools in that district.

155 SECTION 5. Section 37-25-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
156 anended as follows:

157 37-25-7. Each school district shall provide driver training

158 and education. * * * However, * * * any student receiVing
159 instruction under this chapter shall be:

160 (a) Fourteen and one-half (14-1/2) years of age or

161 above;
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(b) Aregularly enrolled student in the ninth, tenth,
el eventh or twelfth grade; and

(c) Afull-tinme student in the respective secondary
school .

Any driver education student under fifteen and one-half

(15-1/2) years of age shall secure a learner's permt issued by
the Departnent of Public Safety which shall be valid only while
the student is under the direct supervision of a driver education
instructor and is actually enrolled in an approved course of
driver education which consists of thirty (30) hours of classroom
and six (6) hours of dual driving instruction. The learner's
permt shall expire at the end of the driver training course. The
Departnent of Public Safety shall charge a fee of One Dol l ar
($1.00) for the issuance of a learner's permt.

SECTION 6. Section 63-1-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-1-23. The application of any person under the age of
seventeen (17) years for a tenporary driving permt * * * or
| i cense issued pursuant to this article shall be signed and
verified before a person authorized to adm nister oaths by both
the father and nother of the applicant, if both are |iving and
have custody of him or in the event neither parent is living then
by the person or guardi an having such custody or by an enpl oyer of
him or in the event there is no guardi an or enployer then by any
ot her responsible person who is willing to assune the obligation
i nposed under Section 63-1-25 upon a person signing the
application of a m nor.

SECTION 7. Section 63-1-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-1-47. (1) Except as otherwise provided in this section,
each applicant for an original |icense issued pursuant to this

article, who is entitled to issuance of same, and who is eighteen
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(18) years of age or older, shall be issued a four-year |icense
which will expire at mdnight on the |icensee's birthday.

(a) Except as otherw se provided in this section, al
renewal |icenses of operators eighteen (18) years of age or ol der
shall be for four-year periods and nmay be renewed any tine within
six (6) nonths before the expiration of the |license upon
application and paynent of the required fee, unless required to be
reexam ned.

(b) Fromand after January 1, 1990, no commerci al
driver's license shall be issued under the provisions of this
article for any commercial notor vehicle, the |lawful operation of
which requires the driver to obtain a ass A B or C comerci al
driver's license under Article 2 of this chapter; however, from
time to time, the holder of a commercial |icense may apply for a
commercial driver's license under Article 2 of this chapter; and,
if he fails to pass the required test for such |license, he shal
be entitled to an extension of his license that shall be valid for
one hundred twenty (120) days or until he again is tested under
Article 2 of this chapter, whichever occurs first. The extension
shall entitle the license holder to operate all vehicles which
such license authorized himto operate prior to taking the
required test. The first extension shall be w thout charge;
however, a fee of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) shall be inposed for
any subsequent extension. No extension shall be valid past Mrch
31, 1992.

(2) Any commercial driver's |license issued under this
article before January 1, 1990, which expires after March 31,
1992, shall be void on April 1, 1992, for the operation of any
comercial vehicle requiring a comrercial |icense to be issued
under Article 2 of this chapter; however, if the hol der of any
such license applies for a commercial driver's |icense under
Article 2 of this chapter, passes the required tests for such

| i cense, pays all applicable fees under Article 2 of this chapter
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except the Forty Dollars ($40.00) |icense fee and ot herw se neets
all requirenents for the issuance of such license, then such
person shall be issued a |license under Article 2 of this chapter
whi ch shall expire on the expiration date of the comerci al
driver's license being replaced.

(3) The fee for the issuance of an original and renewal s of
a Class D commercial driver's license under this article to an
applicant who is not a United States citizen and who does not
possess a social security nunber issued by the United States
governnment and the period for which such license will be valid and
expire shall be as prescribed in Section 63-1-43.

(4) The Comm ssioner of Public Safety shall notify, by
United States mail addressed to the |ast known address of record
with the Departnent of Public Safety, all holders of a conmerci al
driver's license issued under this article before January 1, 1990,
and which expire after March 31, 1992, that such license wll be
void on and after April 1, 1992, for the operation of any vehicle
for which a commercial driver's license is required to be issued
under Article 2 of this chapter.

(5) Any person holding a valid commercial driver's |icense
i ssued under this article before January 1, 1990, shall continue
thereafter, until expiration of such license, to be entitled to
operate all vehicles which such |icense authorized himto operate
i mredi ately before January 1, 1990, except that fromand after
April 1, 1992, such license shall not entitle the |icensee to
operate a commercial notor vehicle the |awful operation of which
requires a commercial driver's license under Article 2 of this
chapter.

(6) Except as otherwi se provided in this article, each
applicant for an original driver's license issued pursuant to this
article, who is entitled to i ssuance of same, being under eighteen
(18) years of age, shall be issued a one-year |icense which w !l

expire at mdnight on the licensee's birthday. Renewal drivers
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| i censes of operators under the age of eighteen (18) shall be for
one-year periods and may be renewed any tinme within two (2) nonths
before the expiration of the |icense upon application and paynent
of the required fee, unless required to be reexamned. * * * Al
applications by an operator under the age of eighteen (18) nust be
acconpani ed by docunentation that the applicant is in conpliance
wi th the education requirenents of Section 63-1-9(1)(g), and the
docunent ati on nust be dated no nore than thirty (30) days prior to
the date of application.

(7) Any license issued under this article to a person who is
not a United States citizen and who does not possess a soci al
security nunber issued by the United States governnent shal
expire one (1) year fromthe date of issuance and may be renewed,
if such person is otherwise qualified to renew such |icense,
within thirty (30) days of expiration. The fee for any such
| icense and for renewal shall be as prescribed in Section 63-1-43.

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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