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Representative M ns To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 709

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-5-51, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT H GHWAY SAFETY PATROL OFFI CERS SHALL BE USED TO
ESCORT THE MOVEMENT OVER THE H GHWAYS OF THI S STATE OF OVER- SI ZE
VEHI CLES FOR VWHI CH THE M SSI SSI PPl TRANSPORTATI ON COWM SSI ON HAS
| SSUED A SPECI AL PERM T; TO PROVI DE FOR AN ADDI TI ONAL FEE TO
DEFRAY THE COSTS | NCURRED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY FOR
PROVI DI NG SUCH ESCORT SERVI CES; TO CREATE A SPECI AL FUND I N THE
STATE TREASURY | NTO WHI CH SHALL BE DEPOSI TED THE ADDI TI ONAL FEES;
TO PRESCRI BE THE MANNER | N VH CH OFFI CERS SHALL BE ASSI GNED ESCORT
SERVI CES DUTI ES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-5-51, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-5-51. (1) (a) The M ssissippi Transportati on Conm ssion
Wi th respect to highways under its jurisdiction and | ocal
authorities with respect to highways under their jurisdiction my,
in their discretion, upon application in witing and good cause
bei ng shown therefor, issue a special permt in witing
aut hori zing the applicant to operate or nove a vehicle or
conbi nati on of vehicles of a size or weight of vehicle or |oad
exceedi ng the maxi mum specified in this chapter or otherw se not
in conformty with the provisions of this chapter upon any hi ghway
under the jurisdiction of the party granting such permt and for
t he mai ntenance of which said party is responsible.

(b) The application for any such permt shal
specifically describe the general operation and |load to be noved,
and the particular highways for which the permit to operate is
request ed, and whet her such permt is requested for a single trip,
or for continuous operation.

(c) The M ssissippi Transportation Conm ssion or |ocal

authority is authorized to issue or withhold such permt at its
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discretion. |If such permt is issued, the M ssissipp
Transportation Conm ssion or |ocal authority is authorized to
limt the nunber of trips, or to establish seasonal or other tine
limtations within which the vehicles described may be operated on
t he hi ghways indicated, or otherwwse to limt or prescribe

condi tions of operation of such vehicle or vehicles, when
necessary to assure agai nst undue danage to the road foundati ons,
surfaces or structures. The M ssissippi Transportation Conm ssion
or local authority may require such undertaking or other security
as may be deened necessary to conpensate for any injury to any
roadway or road structure.

(d) Every such permt shall be carried in the vehicle
or conbination of vehicles to which it refers and shall be open to
i nspection by any police officer or authorized agent of any
authority granting such permt, and no person shall violate any of
the terns or conditions of such special permt. However, permts
covering the nunber of vehicles anticipated in any operation may
be i ssued by the conm ssion.

(2) The M ssissippi Transportation Comm ssion or |ocal
authorities, in their discretion, upon application in witing and
good cause being shown therefor, issue a permt authorizing the
commerci al novenent of one or nore recreational vehicles or notor
honmes which conply with the provisions of Section 63-5-13. Such
permts shall be valid for one (1) year fromthe date they are
i ssued. A copy of the permt shall be carried with all such
vehicles while they are being noved. The provisions of subsection
(1) of this section shall not apply to the comrercial novenent of
vehi cl es under a permt issued pursuant to this subsection if such
vehicles conply with Section 63-5-13.

(3) Whenever a permt is issued by the Transportation

Comm ssi on authorizing the applicant to operate or nbve upon any

hi ghway under the jurisdiction of the comm ssion a vehicle or

conbi nati on of vehicles with a size or | oad that exceeds the
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maxi mum specified in this chapter or that is not otherwise in

conformty with the provisions of this chapter and such vehicle

operation or novenent is required under rules and regul ati ons of

the comm ssion to be provided with escort services, such escort

services shall be provided by | aw enforcenent officers of the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Public Safety. At the tine of

application for any such over-size | oad, the applicant shall pay

to the Departnent of Transportation a fee, in addition to the

regular permt fee, for the purpose of reinbursing the Departnent

of Public Safety for costs incurred in providing such escort

services. The Comm ssioner of Public Safety shall establish and

provide to the Departnent of Transportation a fee schedule for

escort services based upon the nunber of trip mles, |ength of

tinme that escort services are provided, the nunber of officers,

vehi cl es and equi pnent that will be required to provide escort

servi ces and such other factors as the conmm ssi oner detern nes

rel evant. Hi ghway patrol officers wishing to participate in the

performance of escort services nay submt their request to the

Comm ssi oner of the Departnent of Public Safety who shall include

their nanes on a roster. Oficers shall be selected and assi gned

escort services by the conm ssioner on a rotating basis, wth

priority being given to officers who do not have other assigned

duties at the tine that the escort services are required. Al

such fees collected by the Departnent of Transportation shall be

deposited in a special fund that is created in the State Treasury.

Monies in the fund shall be expended, upon Legislative

appropriation, to pay the expenses, including extra conpensation

paid to Hi ghway patrol officers, that the Departnent of Public

Safety incurs in performng escort services as provided under this

secti on.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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