M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representative Montgonery To: Corrections
Appropri ations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 656

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 47-7-9, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
2 AUTHORI ZE PARCLE OFFI CERS TO RETAI N ONE SI DEARM UPON RETI REMENT,;

3 AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

4 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
5 SECTION 1. Section 47-7-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

6 anended as follows:

7 47-7-9. (1) The circuit judges and county judges in the

8 districts to which Division of Coormunity Corrections personnel

9 have been assigned shall have the power to request of the

10 departnent transfer or renoval of the division personnel from

11 their court.

12 (2) (a) Division personnel shall investigate all cases

13 referred to themfor investigation by the board, the division or
14 by any court in which they are authorized to serve. They shal

15 furnish to each person rel eased under their supervision a witten
16 statenment of the conditions of probation, parole, earned-release
17 supervision, post-rel ease supervision or suspension and shal

18 instruct himregarding the same. They shall keep inforned

19 concerning the conduct and conditions of persons under their

20 supervision and use all suitable nmethods to aid and encourage them
21 and to bring about inprovenents in their conduct and condition.

22 They shall keep detailed records of their work and shall make such
23 reports in witing as the court or the board may require.

24 (b) The division personnel duly assigned to court

25 districts are hereby vested with all the powers of police officers
26 or sheriffs to nake arrests or performany other duties required
27 of policenen or sheriffs which may be incident to the division
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personnel responsibilities. Al probation and parole officers
hired on or after July 1, 1994, will be placed in the Law
Enforcement O ficers' Training Programand will be required to

neet the standards outlined by that program Probation and parol e

officers who retire under any state retirenment systemwthin the

State of M ssissippi or any state-approved retirenent systemare

authorized to retain as personal property one (1) sidearm which

was issued to himor her by the agency fromwhich he or she

retired.

(c) It is the intention of the Legislature that insofar
as practicable the case | oad of each division personnel
supervising offenders in the coommunity (hereinafter field
supervi sor) shall not exceed the nunber of cases that may be
adequat el y handl ed.

(3) (a) D vision personnel shall be provided to perform
investigation for the court as provided in this subsection.
Di vi si on personnel shall conduct presentence investigations on all
persons convicted of a felony in any circuit court of the state,
prior to sentencing and at the request of the circuit court judge
of the court of conviction. The presentence eval uation report
shal |l consist of a conplete record of the offender's crim nal
hi story, educational |evel, enploynent history, psychol ogical
condi tion and such other information as the departnent or judge
may deem necessary. Division personnel shall also prepare witten
victiminpact statenments at the request of the sentencing judge as
provided in Section 99-19-157.

(b) In order that offenders in the custody of the
departnent on July 1, 1976, nmay benefit fromthe kind of
eval uations authorized in this section, an evaluation report to
consist of the information required herei nabove, suppl enented by
an exam nation of an offender's record while in custody, shall be
conpiled by the division upon all offenders in the custody of the

departnment on July 1, 1976. After a study of such reports by the
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State Parol e Board those cases which the board believes woul d
nerit some type of executive clenmency shall be submtted by the
board to the Governor with its recommendation for the appropriate
executive action.
(c) The departnent is authorized to accept gifts,
grants and subsidies to conduct this activity.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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