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Represent ati ve For mby To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 627

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT I T SHALL NOT BE UNLAWFUL FOR A PERSON
TO CARRY ANY PI STOL OR REVOLVER, WHETHER OR NOT CONCEALED I N WHOLE
OR I N PART, UPON ANY PUBLI C OR PRI VATE PROPERTY UNLESS
SPECI FI CALLY PRCH Bl TED BY SOVE OTHER VALI D AND APPL| CABLE
FEDERAL, STATE OR LOCAL LAW RULE, REGULATI ON OR ORDI NANCE; TO
AMEND SECTI ON 97-37-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, | N CONFORM TY,
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. It shall not be unlawful for a person to carry

any pistol or revolver, whether or not concealed in whole or in
part, upon any public or private property unless specifically
prohi bited by sone other valid and applicable: (a) law of this
state or the United States, (b) rule or regulation of any agency
or institution of this state or of any federal agency, or (c) any
ordi nance, order or resolution of any county, nunicipality or
political subdivision of the state.

SECTION 2. Section 97-37-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

97-37-1. (1) Except as otherw se provided in Section
45-9-101 or Section 1 of House Bill No. , 2006 Regul ar

Sessi on, any person who carries, concealed in whole or in part,
any bowi e knife, dirk knife, butcher knife, sw tchblade knife,
metal li ¢ knuckl es, bl ackjack, slingshot, pistol, revolver, or any
rifle wwth a barrel of less than sixteen (16) inches in length, or
any shotgun with a barrel of |ess than eighteen (18) inches in

| engt h, machine gun or any fully automatic firearm or deadly
weapon, or any nuffler or silencer for any firearm whether or not

it is acconpanied by a firearm or uses or attenpts to use agai nst
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anot her person any imtation firearm shall upon conviction be
puni shed as foll ows:

(a) By a fine of not |ess than One Hundred Dol | ars
($100. 00) nor nore than Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($500.00), or by
i nprisonment in the county jail for not nore than six (6) nonths,
or both, in the discretion of the court, for the first conviction
under this section.

(b) By a fine of not |ess than One Hundred Dol | ars
($100.00) nor nore than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), and
i nprisonnment in the county jail for not less than thirty (30) days
nor nore than six (6) nmonths, for the second conviction under this
section.

(c) By inprisonnent in the State Penitentiary for not
| ess than one (1) year nor nore than five (5) years, for the third
or nore convictions under this section.

(d) By inprisonnent in the State Penitentiary for not
| ess than one (1) year nor nore than five (5) years for any person
previously convicted of any felony who is convicted under this
section.

(2) It shall not be a violation of this section for any
person over the age of eighteen (18) years to carry a firearmor
deadly weapon concealed in whole or in part within the confines of
his own honme or his place of business, or any real property
associated wth his honme or business or within any notor vehicle.

(3) It shall not be a violation of this section for any
person to carry a firearmor deadly weapon conceal ed i n whol e or
in part if the possessor of the weapon is then engaged in a
| egi ti mate weapon-rel ated sports activity or is going to or
returning fromsuch activity. For purposes of this subsection,

"l egitimate weapon-rel ated sports activity" neans hunting,
fishing, target shooting or any other |egal sports activity which

normal Iy involves the use of a firearmor other weapon.
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61 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
62 and after July 1, 2006.
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