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Representative Frierson To: Marine Resources
Appropri ations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 594

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-15-101, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO REVI SE THE COVMPCOSI TI ON OF GULF STATES MARI NE FI SHERI ES
COMM SSI ON; TO BRI NG FORWARD SECTI ON 49-15-103, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, FOR PURPCSES OF AMENDMENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 49-15-101, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-15-101. The CGovernor of this state is hereby authorized
and directed to execute a conpact on behalf of the State of
M ssi ssippi with any one or nore of the states of Florida,
Al abama, Texas, and Loui siana, and with such other states as nmay
enter into the conpact, legally joining therein in the form
substantially as foll ows:

GULF STATES MARI NE FI SHERI ES COVPACT
The contracting states solemly agree:
ARTI CLE |

Whereas the @ulf Coast states have the proprietary interest
in and jurisdiction over fisheries in the waters within their
respective boundaries, it is the purpose of this conpact to
pronote the better utilization of the fisheries, marine, shell and
anadr onmous, of the seaboard of the Gulf of Mexico, by the
devel opment of a joint programfor the pronotion and protection of
such fisheries and the prevention of the physical waste of the
fisheries fromany cause.

ARTI CLE 1| |

Thi s conpact shall beconme operative inmmediately as to those

states ratifying it whenever any two (2) or nore of the states of

Fl orida, Al abama, Texas, Louisiana and M ssissippi have ratified
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it and the Congress has given its consent, pursuant to Article I,
Section 10, of the Constitution of the United States. Any state
contiguous to any of the aforenentioned states or riparian upon
waters which flowinto waters under the jurisdiction of any of the
af orenenti oned states and which are frequented by anadronous fish
or marine species may becone a party hereto as hereinafter
provi ded.
ARTI CLE 11|

Each state joining herein shall appoint three (3)
representatives to a comm ssion hereby constituted and desi gnat ed
as the @ulf States Marine Fisheries Comm ssion. One (1) shall be
the head of the adm nistrative agency of such state charged with
the conservation of the fishery resources to which this conpact
pertains or, if there be nore than one (1) officer or agency, the
official of that state naned by the governor thereof. The second
shall be a nmenber of the |egislature of such state designated by
such legislature or in the absence of such designation, such
| egi sl ator shall be designated by the governor thereof, provided
that if it is constitutionally inpossible to appoint a | egislator
as a comm ssioner fromsuch state, the second nenber shall be
appoi nted in such manner as nay be established by law. The
| egi sl ative nenbership shall alternate between the M ssissipp
Senat e and House of Representatives and the desi gnated nmenber
shall be a nmenber of the Senate Ports and Marine Resources
Comm ttee or the House Marine Resources Conmittee. The term shal

be six (6) years. No |legislative nenber fromthe M ssissipp

Senate or House of Representatives shall serve two (2) consecutive

ternms. The third shall be a citizen who shall have a know edge of
and interest in the marine fisheries, to be appointed by the
governor. This comm ssion shall be a body corporate with the
powers and duties set forth herein.

ARTI CLE IV
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The duty of the said conm ssion shall be to make inquiry and
ascertain fromtine to tinme such nethods, practices, circunstances
and conditions as may be disclosed for bringing about the
conservation and the prevention of the depletion and physi cal
waste of the fisheries, marine, shell and anadronous, of the Qulf
Coast. The comm ssion shall have power to recomrend the
coordi nation of the exercise of the police powers of the several
states within their respective jurisdictions to pronote the
preservation of these fisheries and their protection against
overfishing, waste, depletion or any abuse what soever and to
assure a continuing yield fromthe fishery resources of the
af orenenti oned states. To that end the comm ssion shall draft and
recommend to the governors and | egi sl atures of the various
signatory states, legislation dealing with the conservation of the
mari ne, shell and anadronous fisheries of the Gulf seaboard. The
comm ssion shall fromtinme to tine present to the governor of each
conpacting state its recommendations relating to enactnents to be
presented to the legislature of that state in furthering the
i nterest and purposes of this conpact. The conm ssion shal
consult with and advise the pertinent adm nistrative agencies in
the states party hereto with regard to probl ens connected wth the
fisheries and recommend the adoption of such regulations as it
deens advi sable. The comm ssion shall have power to recomend to
the states party hereto the stocking of the waters of such states
with fish and fish eggs or joint stocking by sone or all of the
states party hereto, and when two (2) or nore states shall jointly
stock waters the comm ssion shall act as the coordinating agency
for such stocking.

ARTI CLE V

The comm ssion shall elect fromits nunber a chairmn and
vi ce chairman and shall appoint and at its pleasure renove or
di scharge such officers and enpl oyees as may be required to carry

the provisions of this conpact into effect and shall fix and
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determ ne their duties, qualifications and conpensation. Said
conmm ssion shall adopt rules and regul ations for the conduct of
its business. It may establish and maintain one or nore offices
for the transaction of its business and may neet at any tine or
pl ace but nust neet at |east once a year.
ARTI CLE VI
No action shall be taken by the comm ssion in regard to its
general affairs except by the affirmative vote of a nmgjority of
t he whol e nunber of conpacting states. No reconmendation shall be
made by the commi ssion in regard to any species of fish except by
the affirmative vote of a ngjority of the conpacting states which
have an interest in such species. The comm ssion shall define
what shall be an interest.
ARTI CLE VI |
The Fish and Wldlife Service of the Departnent of the
Interior of the Governnent of the United States shall act as the
primary research agency of the GQulf States Marine Fisheries
Comm ssi on cooperating with the research agencies in each state
for that purpose. Representatives of the said Fish and Wldlife
Service shall attend the neetings of the conm ssion. An advisory
committee to be representative of the commercial saltwater
fishermen and the saltwater anglers and such other interests of
each state as the comm ssioners deem advi sabl e may be established
by the conm ssioners fromeach state for the purpose of advising
t hose conm ssi oners upon such recommendations as it nmay desire to
make.
ARTI CLE VI I |
When any state other than those named specifically in Article
Il of this conpact shall becone a party hereto for the purpose of
conserving its anadronous fish or marine species in accordance
with the provisions of Article Il, the participation of such state
in the action of the comm ssion shall be limted to such species

of fish.
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ARTI CLE | X
Not hing in this conpact shall be construed to limt the
powers of the proprietary interest of any signatory state or to
repeal or prevent the enactnent of any |egislation or the
enforcenent of any requirenent by a signatory state inposing
additional conditions and restrictions to conserve its fisheries.
ARTI CLE X
It is agreed that any two (2) or nore states party hereto may
further amend this conpact by acts of their respective
| egi sl atures, subject to approval of Congress as provided in
Article I, Section X, of the Constitution of the United States, to
designate the GQulf States Marine Fisheries Conm ssion as a joint
regul ating authority for the joint regulation of specific
fisheries affecting only such states as shall so conpact, and at
their joint expense. The representatives of such states shal
constitute a separate section of the Gulf States Marine Fisheries
Comm ssion for the exercise of the additional powers so granted
but the creation of such section shall not be deened to deprive
the states so conpacting of any of their privileges or powers in
the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Comm ssion as constituted under
the other articles of this conpact.
ARTI CLE Xl
Conti nued absence of representation or of any representative
on the comm ssion fromany state party hereto shall be brought to
the attention of the governor thereof.
ARTI CLE XI |
The operating expenses of the GQulf States Marine Fisheries
Comm ssion shall be borne by the states party hereto. Such
initial appropriations as set forth bel ow shall be nade avail abl e

yearly until nodified as hereinafter provided:

Florida. .. ... $ 3,600.00
Al abama. ... ... 1, 000. 00
M SSI SST PPl « v o et i 1, 000. 00
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LOUI ST @NaA. . . . o e e e e e e 5, 000. 00
T X aAS . . . o 2,500. 00
Tot al . ... $13, 100. 00

The proration and total cost per annum of Thirteen Thousand
One Hundred Dol l ars ($13,100.00), above nentioned, is estimtive
only, for initial operations, and may be changed when found
necessary by the comm ssion. Each state party hereto agrees to
provide in the manner nost acceptable to it, the travel cost and
necessary expenses of its comm ssioners and ot her representatives
to and fromneetings of the conm ssion or its duly constituted
sections or conmttees.

ARTI CLE XI |

Thi s conpact shall continue in force and remain bindi ng upon
each conpacting state until renounced by act of the |egislature of
such state, in such formas it may choose; provided that such
renunci ati on shall not becone effective until six (6) nonths after
the effective date of the action taken by the legislature. Notice
of such renunciation shall be given the other states party hereto
by the secretary of state of conpacting state so renounci ng upon
passage of the act.

SECTION 2. Section 49-15-103, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

49-15-103. In pursuance of Article Ill of said conpact there
shall be three (3) nenbers (hereinafter called conm ssioners) of
the Gulf States Marine Comm ssion (hereinafter called conm ssion)
fromthe State of Mssissippi. The first comm ssioner fromthe
State of M ssissippi shall be president of the M ssissippi Seafood
Comm ssion of the State of M ssissippi ex-officio; and the term of
any such ex-officio conm ssioner shall termnate at the tine the
sai d comm ssioner ceases to hold said office of president of the
M ssi ssi ppi Seaf ood Conmi ssion, and his successor as a nenber of
this comm ssion shall be his successor as president of the

M ssi ssi ppi Seaf ood Comm ssion. The second comm ssioner fromthe
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State of M ssissippi shall be a legislator; and the term of any
such ex-officio comm ssioner shall termnate at the tinme he ceases
to hold said legislative office, and his successor as conm SSi oner
shall be named in Iike manner. The Governor (by and with the
advi ce and consent of the Senate) shall appoint a citizen as a
third conm ssioner, who shall have a know edge of the marine
fisheries problens. The termof said conm ssioner shall be for a
period of three (3) years and, in addition, he shall serve until
hi s successor shall be appointed and qualified. Vacancies
occurring in the office of such conm ssioner fromany reason or
cause shall be filled by appointnent by the Governor (by and with
t he advi ce and consent of the Senate) for the unexpired term The
presi dent of the M ssissippi Seafood Commi ssion, as ex-officio
conmm ssioner, may delegate fromtine to time, to any deputy or
ot her nmenber of the M ssissippi Seafood Conmm ssion, the power to
be present and participate, including voting as his
representative, or substitute at any neeting of or hearing by or
ot her proceedi ng of the conm ssion.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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