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Representative Warren To: Agriculture

HOUSE BI LL NO. 591

AN ACT TO REENACT SECTI ONS 69-15-2 THROUGH 69-15- 15,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, WHI CH ESTABLI SH THE M SSI SSI PPl BOARD OF
ANl MAL HEALTH AND PRESCRI BE | TS POAERS AND DUTI ES; TO AMEND
SECTI ON 69-15-17, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO EXTEND THE DATE OF
REPEAL OF THOSE REENACTED SECTI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 69-15-2, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
reenacted as foll ows:

69-15-2. (1) The M ssissippi Board of Animal Health is to
be conposed of the Comm ssioner of Agriculture and Conmerce, the
Dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine and the heads of the
Ani mal and Dairy Science and Poultry Science Departnents at
M ssi ssippi State University of Agriculture and Applied Science
and one (1) person appointed by the President of Alcorn State
University fromits |land grant staff as five (5) ex officio
menbers with full voting rights, and el even (11) other nenbers of
the board to be appointed by the Governor as hereinafter provided.
The board shall select annually a chairman and vice chairman from
any nmenbers of the board.

(2) The Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate,
shal | appoint eleven (11) other nenbers fromthe follow ng groups
or associations froma witten list of three (3) recommendati ons
from such groups or associations:

One (1) licensed and practicing veterinarian who holds a
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine Degree, froma witten |ist of three
(3) recomendations submitted by the M ssissippi State Veterinary

Medi cal Associ ati on;
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One (1)

general farnmer froma witten list of three (3)

reconmmendati ons submitted by the M ssissippi Farm Bureau

Feder ati on;

One (1) poultry breeder and producer froma witten |ist of

three (3) recommendations submtted by the M ssissippi Poultry

| nprovenent Associ ati on;

One (1) sheep breeder and producer froma witten |ist of

three (3) recommendations submtted by the M ssissippi Sheep

Producers' Associ ati on;

One (1) beef cattle breeder and producer froma witten |ist

of three (3)

recommendati ons submtted by the M ssissipp

Cattl enen's Associ ati on;

One (1) swi ne breeder and producer froma witten |ist of

three (3) recommendations submtted by the M ssissippi Pork

Producers' Associ ati on;

One (1) dairy breeder and producer froma witten |ist of

three (3) recommendations submtted by the Anerican Dairy

Associ ation of M ssissippi;

One (1) horse breeder and producer froma witten |ist of

three (3) recommendations submtted by the M ssissippi Horse

Counci | ;

One (1) catfish breeder and producer froma witten |ist of

three (3) recommendations submtted by the M ssissippi Catfish

Associ ati on;

One (1) nenber of the M ssissipp

| ndependent Meat Packers

Association froma witten list of three (3) recomendati ons

submtted by the M ssissipp

Associ ati on;

One (1) nenber of the M ssissipp

| ndependent Meat Packers

Li vest ock Aucti on

Association froma witten list of three (3) recomendati ons

submtted by the M ssissipp
Al menbers shal

Li vest ock Aucti on Associ ati on.

take and subscribe to the general oath of

office as provided in Section 268, M ssissippi Constitution of
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1890, and file the same with the Conm ssioner of Agriculture and
Commer ce.

(3) Effective August 1, 1968, the dairy producer nenber
shal |l be appointed for a one-year term the Livestock Auction
Associ ati on nenber shall be appointed for a two-year term and the
neat packer nenber shall be appointed for a three-year term the
catfish producer nenber shall be appointed for a four-year term
and the horse producer nenber shall be appointed for a five-year
term

Ef fective August 1, 1969, the poultry producer nenber shal
be appointed for a two-year ternm on August 1, 1970, the sheep
producer nenber shall be appointed for a three-year term on
August 1, 1971, the sw ne produci ng nenber shall be appointed for
a four-year term on August 1, 1972, the general farnmer nenber
shall be appointed for a five-year term on August 1, 1973, the
veterinarian nmenber shall be appointed for a six-year term and on
August 1, 1974, the beef cattle producer nenber shall be appointed
for a seven-year term

Al l subsequent appointnments shall be for four-year terns,
except for appointnents to fill vacancies which shall be for the
unexpi red termonly.

(4) (a) "Conmm ssioner"” neans the Conm ssioner of
Agricul ture and Conmerce.

(b) "Departnent” nmeans the Departnent of Agriculture

and Conmer ce.

(5 On or before July 1, 1998, the board shall appoint, from
a witten list of not less than three (3) |licensed veterinarians
submtted by the comm ssioner, the State Veterinarian.

(6) There is created an advisory council to advise the Board
of Animal Health on matters concerning the board. The counci
shal | be conposed of the Chairman of the Senate Agriculture
Commttee, the Chairman of the House Agriculture Commttee, and

one (1) appointee of the Lieutenant Governor and one (1) appointee
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of the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The nenbers of
the advisory council shall serve in an advisory capacity only.
For attending neetings of the council, such |egislators shal
recei ve per diem and expenses which shall be paid fromthe
contingent expense funds of their respective houses in the sane
anounts provided for commttee neetings when the Legislature is
not in session; however, no per diemor expenses for attending
meetings of the council shall be paid while the Legislature is in
session. No per diemand expenses shall be paid except for
attendi ng neetings of the council w thout prior approval of the
proper commttee in their respective houses.

SECTION 2. Section 69-15-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
reenacted as foll ows:

69- 15-3. The Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration shal
provide office space at the seat of the governnent, as it deens
necessary and requisite for the Board of Animal Health. The board
shal | adopt rules and regulations as it deens proper to carry out
its statutory powers and duties. The rules and regul ati ons shal
al so prescribe the dates and hours of neetings to be held every
ot her nonth and provide that special neetings shall be called by
the chairman at the request of the Comm ssioner of Agriculture and
Comrerce, on three (3) days' witten notice or by a ngjority vote
of the entire board on three (3) days' witten notice.

SECTION 3. Section 69-15-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
reenacted as foll ows:

69-15-5. The nmenbers of the Board of Aninmal Health who are
not full-time public officers or public enployees shall be
entitled to a per diemas is provided by Section 25-3-69,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, not to exceed twenty (20) days in any
fiscal year. Al nenbers shall be entitled to m|eage and actua
and necessary expenses in attending such regular or speci al

neetings, as provided by Section 25-3-41.
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SECTION 4. Section 69-15-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
reenacted as follows:

69-15-7. The State Veterinarian is authorized and enpowered
to enpl oy the necessary professional, technical and clerical
personnel as he deens necessary to carry out the powers and duties
of the board, and to fix their conpensation. The board shal
appoint froma witten list of not less than three (3) licensed
veterinarians submtted by the Comm ssioner of Agriculture and
Comrerce, a duly licensed and practicing veterinarian as the State
Vet erinarian, who shall hold a Degree of Veterinary Medicine from
a recogni zed coll ege or university and shall have been engaged in
the practice of veterinary science for not less than ten (10)
years prior to his appointnent. The State Veterinarian shal
serve at the will and pleasure of the board and shall enter into a
surety bond for the faithful performance of his duties, and the
prem um therefor shall be paid by the board. The board shall also
be authorized to enploy an attorney as authorized in Section
69- 1- 14, M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972.

SECTION 5. Section 69-15-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
reenacted as follows:

69-15-9. (1) The Board of Animal Health shall have plenary
power to deal with all contagious and infectious di seases of
animals as in the opinion of the board may be prevented,
controlled or eradicated, and with full power to make, pronul gate
and enforce such rules and regulations as in the judgnment of the
board may be necessary to control, eradicate and prevent the
i ntroduction and spread of anthrax, tuberculosis, hog cholera,
Texas and splenic fever and the fever-carrying tick (nargaropus
annul atus), cattle brucellosis, anaplasnosis, infectious bovine
rhinotracheitis, nuscosal disease, cattle viral diarrhea, cattle
scabi es, sheep scabies, hog chol era, swi ne erysipelas, sw ne
brucel |l osis, equi ne encephal onyelitis, rabies, vesicular diseases,

sal nonel | a group, newcastl e disease, infectious |aryngotracheitis,
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orni thosi s-psittacosis, nycoplasm group, chronic wasting di sease
and any suspected new and/or foreign diseases of |ivestock and
poultry and all other diseases of aninmals in this state, and the
board is hereby vested with full authority to establish and
mai ntain quarantine lines and to quarantine by county, supervisors
district, parcel of land or herd. The State Veterinarian shal
appoi nt as many inspectors and range riders as nay be deened
necessary, and the funds at his disposal wll permt, and shal
del egate authority to said inspectors and range riders, to enter
prem ses to inspect and disinfect |ivestock and prem ses, and
enforce quarantine including counties, farms, pens, stables and
ot her prem ses.

(2) No officer or agent of the State Veterinarian may enter
t he actual encl osures of any person except (1) with the consent of
the person lawfully in possession thereof or (2) in the absence of
such consent, with a proper wit obtained as in other cases of
searches and seizures under constitutional |aw. Wen such
officers and agents are lawfully on the prem ses, either by
perm ssion or wit, they shall be authorized to inspect the
prem ses and the livestock and animals found thereon by entering
the encl osures and buil dings and they are authorized to check
| i vestock and poultry found therein for any contagi ous di seases
and take proper action to control or eradicate any such di seases
that may be found. While such officers and agents are perform ng
their duties hereunder, they shall not be personally |iable except
for gross negligence. The refusal w thout |awful reason of any
person to give the consent aforesaid shall be deened a m sdeneanor
and shall be punishable as for violations of Article 5 of this
chapter as provided for in Section 69-15-115.

The Board of Animal Health shall adm nister the special fund
created in Section 69-15-19.

(3) (a) The Board of Animal Health shall have pl enary power

to control, prevent, eradicate, inspect and nonitor chronic
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192 wasting di sease or other contagi ous di sease of exotic cervids or
193 other exotic livestock. It shall be the duty of the board to

194 devel op an inspection, testing and nonitoring programfor such
195 di seases.

196 (b) An officer or agent of the State Veterinarian is
197 authorized to enter any facility containing cervids or other

198 exotic livestock to inspect the prem ses and the cervids or exotic
199 livestock. Such officer or agent may inspect, nonitor or test any
200 cervid or exotic livestock for disease and may take proper action
201 to control or eradicate any diseases found. Wile such officers
202 or agents are performng their duties, they shall not be

203 personally |iable, except for gross negligence.

204 (c) As a condition of maintaining a permt for a cervid
205 or other exotic livestock facility, it shall be the duty of the
206 permttee to allow the agents of the State Veterinarian to enter
207 the facility and to conduct inspections and tests.

208 (4) As a condition of maintaining a permt for a cervid or
209 other exotic livestock facility, the permttee shall imrediately
210 notify the State Veterinarian upon discovery of the escape of a
211 cervid or exotic livestock. Any such animal shall be treated as
212 an escaped wild ani mal and nay be di sposed of accordingly.

213 SECTION 6. Section 69-15-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
214 reenacted as follows:

215 69-15-11. (1) The College of Veterinary Medicine at

216 M ssissippi State University of Agriculture and Applied Science
217 shall maintain a conplete and adequate veterinary diagnostic

218 | aboratory in the Jackson vicinity and any person licensed to

219 practice veterinary nmedicine, veterinary surgery, veterinary

220 dentistry, or any vocational -agriculture teacher, bona fide farner
221 or county agent in the State of M ssissippi or agent of the State
222 Veterinarian shall have nmade available to himservices of the

223 | aboratory. The laboratory shall exam ne and conduct | aboratory

224 tests on specinens submtted by any |icensed veterinarian, or
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vocational -agricul ture teacher, bona fide farmer or county agent
of this state or agent of the State Veterinarian and issue
appropriate reports. The College of Veterinary Medicine shall be
required to set reasonable fees for such exam nations, tests,
reports or other diagnostic service.

(2) The College of Veterinary Medicine shall select a
director of the laboratory who holds a degree of veterinary
nmedi cine froma recogni zed coll ege or university; is board
certified in one (1) of the foll ow ng basic diagnostic
di sci pli nes; toxicology, pathology, mcrobiology, virology or
clinical pathology and has engaged in the practice of veterinary
clinical diagnosis for at least ten (10) years, five (5) years of
which were in a supervisory capacity. The director shall select
and recommend for enploynent such veterinarians, bacteriologists,
pat hol ogi sts, technicians, clerical assistants, and other
personnel necessary to carry out the objective of this section.
The sal aries, conpensation and expenses of such enpl oyees shall be
sufficient to insure the enploynent of conpetent persons and shal
be paid fromfunds at the disposal of the Veterinary D agnostic
Laboratory. The director shall be responsible to the Coll ege of
Veterinary Medicine for the daily operations of the | aboratory.

(3) There is created an advisory council to advise the
Col | ege of Veterinary Medicine on natters concerning the
Veterinary Di agnostic Laboratory. The council shall be conposed
of the Chairman of the Senate Agriculture Commttee, or his
desi gnee; the Chairman of the House Agriculture Commttee, or his
desi gnee; the Chairman of the Board of Animal Health; the
Comm ssi oner of Agriculture and Conmerce; a person appoi nted by
the President of Alcorn State University fromits |land grant staff
who is not a nenber of the Board of Animal Health; a |licensed and
practicing veterinarian appoi nted by the President of the
M ssi ssippi State Veterinary Medical Association who is not a

menber of the Board of Animal Health; the State Veterinarian; the
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State Chem st; and the Dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine.
Thi s advisory council shall neet at |east twice a year, upon
witten notification at |east fourteen (14) days in advance, to be
called by the Dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine. A
neeting may al so be called by the Comm ssioner of Agriculture or
by a majority of the advisory council with fourteen (14) days
witten notice.

The nmenbers of the advisory council shall serve in an
advi sory capacity only. For attending neetings of the council,
| egi sl ators shall receive per diem and expenses which shall be
paid fromthe contingent expense funds of their respective houses
in the sane anmounts provided for commttee neetings when the
Legi slature is not in session; however, no per diemor expenses
for attending neetings of the council shall be paid while the
Legislature is in session. No per diem and expenses shall be paid
except for attending neetings of the council w thout prior
approval of the proper commttee in their respective houses.

(4) Al funds, property and other assets and all current
positions of the diagnostic | aboratory shall be transferred to the
Col Il ege of Veterinary Medicine on July 1, 2002. The budget of the
Veterinary Di agnostic Laboratory shall be funded as a separate
line itemw thin the general appropriation bill for the College of
Vet eri nary Medi ci ne.

(5) Information and records pertaining to all animal
di seases within the state will be kept confidential except for
those reports concerning di seases that are specifically regul ated
for mandatory control and eradication, or when rel ease of such
information is deened necessary by the State Veterinarian to
protect the public health, other livestock or wildlife.

SECTION 7. Section 69-15-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
reenacted as follows:

69-15-13. The State Veterinarian is vested with authority to

appoi nt and conm ssion, wthout salary fromthe state, as its
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i nspectors, representatives of the United States Departnent of
Agriculture, and to accept fromthe United States governnment such
assi stance, financial and otherw se, for carrying out the purpose
of this statute, as nmay be available fromtine to tine.

SECTI ON 8. Section 69-15-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
reenacted as foll ows:

69-15-15. (1) The Board of Animal Health shall have the
power and duty to quarantine all herds of cattle where a diagnosis
of anthrax is made.

(2) Such quarantine shall remain in effect until the State
Veterinarian receives a certificate which is signed by a
M ssi ssippi licensed and accredited veterinarian, and which states
that such herd has been properly treated and vacci nated and t hat
the nmedi cal waste and any dead animals from such herd have been
properly disposed. The proper disposal of such dead ani mal s shal
be by burning the animal at the spot of death or by burying the
animal six (6) feet deep and covering the animal with quick |ine.

(3) The Board of Animal Health shall have the power and duty
to quarantine all herds of cattle on lands i nmedi ately adjacent to
any infected herd. Such quarantine shall remain in effect until
the State Veterinarian receives a certificate as specified in
subsection (2) of this section.

(4) Any person, firmor corporation failing to conply with
any of the provisions of this section, or interfering with the
State Veterinarian or any duly appointed officer of the State
Veterinarian in the discharge of his duty or for having di scharged
his duties, shall be deened in violation of the provisions of this
section and shall be subject to the penalties provided in Section
69- 15- 65, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTION 9. Section 69-15-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

69-15-17. Sections 69-15-2 through 69-15-15, M ssissipp

Code of 1972, are repealed on July 1, 2008.
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324 SECTION 10. This act shall take effect and be in force from
325 and after July 1, 2006.
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