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Representative Rotenberry To: Apportionment and
El ecti ons

HOUSE BI LL NO. 477

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-39, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT THE APPLI CATI ON FOR REG STRATI ON OF ELECTORS
CONTAI'N AN APPLI CANT' S SOCI AL SECURI TY NUMBER; TO BRI NG FORWARD
SECTI ON 23-15-47, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, RELATING TO MAI L-I N
APPLI CATI ONS FOR VOTER REG STRATI ON, FOR PURPCSES OF AMENDIMENT,;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-39, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-39. (1) Applications for registration as el ectors of
this state, which are sworn to and subscri bed before the registrar
or deputy registrar authorized by | aw and which are not nade by

mai |, shall be nade upon a formthat requires an applicant's

soci al security nunber and established by rule duly adopted by the

Secretary of State.

(2) The boards of supervisors shall make proper all owances
for office supplies reasonably necessitated by the registration of
county el ectors.

(3) If the applicant indicates on the application that he
resides within the city limts of a city or town in the county of
registration, the county registrar shall process the application
for registration or changes to the registration as provided by
| aw.

(4) |If the applicant indicates on the application that he
has previously registered to vote in another county of this state
or another state, notice to the voter's previous county of
registration in this state shall be provided by the Statew de
Centralized Voter System If the voter's previous place of

registration was in another state, notice shall be provided to the
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voter's previous state of residence if the Statewi de Centralized
Vot er system has that capability.

(5) The county registrar shall provide to the person maki ng
the application a copy of the application upon which has been
witten the county voting precinct and munici pal voting precinct,
if any, in which the person shall vote. Upon entry of the voter
registration information into the Statew de Centralized Voter
System the systemshall assign a voter registration nunber to the
person, which shall be that person's current and valid M ssissipp
driver's license nunber, or if the person does not possess a
current and valid M ssissippi driver's license, the |last four (4)
digits of the person's social security nunber, if the nunber is
provided. |If the person does not have a current and valid
M ssi ssippi driver's license nunber and does not provide the |ast
four (4) digits of his social security nunber, the Statew de
Centralized Voter System shall assign the person a unique
regi stration nunber. The assigned voter registration nunber shal
be clearly shown on the application.

(6) Any person desiring an application for registration may
secure an application fromthe registrar of the county of which he
is a resident and may take the application with himand secure
assistance in conpleting the application fromany person of the
applicant's choice. It shall be the duty of all registrars to
furnish applications for registration to all persons requesting
them and it shall |ikew se be his duty to furnish aid and
assistance in the conpleting of the application when requested by
an applicant. The application for registration shall be sworn to
and subscri bed before the registrar or deputy registrar at the
muni ci pal clerk's office, the county registrar's office or any
ot her location where the applicant is allowed to register to vote.
No fee or cost shall be charged the applicant by the registrar for
accepting the application or adm nistering the oath or for any

ot her duty inposed by |law regarding the registration of electors.
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(7) If the person nmaking the application is unable to read
or wite, for reason of disability or otherw se, he shall not be
required to personally conplete the application in witing and
execute the oath. In such cases, the registrar or deputy
registrar shall read to the person the application and oath and
the person's answers thereto shall be recorded by the registrar or
his deputy. The person shall be registered as an elector if he
otherwi se neets the requirenents to be registered as an el ector.
The registrar shall record the responses of the person and the
recorded responses shall be retained permanently by the registrar.
The registrar shall enter the voter registration information into
the Statewi de Centralized Voter System and designate the entry as
an assisted filing.

(8) The receipt of a copy of the application for
regi stration sent pursuant to Section 23-15-35(2) shall be
sufficient to allow the applicant to be registered as an el ector
of this state, if the application is not chall enged.

(9) In any case in which a nunicipality expands its
corporate boundaries by annexation or redistricts all or a part of
the nmunicipality, the nmunicipal clerk shall within ten (10) days
after the effective date of the annexation or after preclearance
of the redistricting plan under Section 5 of the Voting Ri ghts Act
of 1965, provide the county registrar with conform ng geographic
data that is conpatible with the Statewide Centralized Voter
System The data shall be devel oped by the municipality's use of
a standardi zed format specified by the Statewide Centralized Voter
System The county registrar shall update the nunicipal boundary
information or redistricting information into the Statew de
Centralized Voter System The Statewi de Centralized Voter System
shal | update the voter registration records to include the new
muni ci pal el ectors who have resided within the annexed area for at
|l east thirty (30) days after annexation and assign the electors to

the muni cipal voting precincts. The county registrar shal

H B. No. 477 *HRO3/R829*
06/ HRO3/ R829
PAGE 3 (GNLH)



96

97

98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128

forward to the nunicipal clerk witten notification of the
addi ti ons and changes, and the municipal clerk shall forward to
the new nunicipal electors witten notification of the additions
and changes. The Statewi de Centralized Voter System shal
correctly place nunicipal electors within districts whose
boundaries were altered by any redistricting conducted within the
muni ci pality and assign such electors to the correct munici pal
voting precincts.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

23-15-47. (1) Any person who is qualified to register to
vote in the State of M ssissippi may register to vote by mail-in
application in the manner prescribed in this section.

(2) The follow ng procedure shall be used in the 818
regi stration of electors by mail:

(a) Any qualified elector may register to vote by
mai ling or delivering a conpleted nmail-in application to his
county registrar at least thirty (30) days prior to any el ection.
The postnark date of a nmiled application shall be the date of
registration

(b) Upon receipt of a mail-in application, the county
registrar shall stanp the application with the date of receipt,
and shall verify the application by contacting the applicant by
t el ephone, by personal contact with the applicant, or by any other
net hod approved by the Secretary of State. Wthin twenty-five
(25) days of receipt of a mail-in application, the county
regi strar shall conplete action on the application, including any
attenpts to notify the applicant of the status of his application.

(c) If the county registrar determ nes that the
applicant is qualified and his application is |egible and
conplete, he shall mail the applicant witten notification that
t he application has been approved, specifying the county voting

preci nct, rmnunicipal voting precinct, if any, polling place and
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supervisor district in which such person shall vote. This witten
notification of approval containing the specified information
shall be the voter's registration card. The registration cards
shal |l be provided by the county registrar. Upon entry of the
voter registration information into the Statewi de Centralized
Voter System the system shall assign a voter registration nunber
to the person, which shall be that person's current and valid
M ssissippi driver's |icense nunber, or if the person does not
possess a current and valid Mssissippi driver's |icense, the |ast
four (4) digits of the person's social security nunber, if the
nunber is provided. |If the person does not have a current and
valid Mssissippi driver's license nunber and does not provide the
| ast four (4) digits of his social security nunber, the Statew de
Centralized Voter Systemshall assign the person a unique
regi stration nunber. The assigned voter registration nunber shal
be clearly shown on the application and on the witten
notification of approval. In mailing the witten notification,
the county registrar shall note the follow ng on the envel ope:
"DO NOT FORWARD'. If any registration notification formis
returned as undeliverable, the voter's registration shall be void.
(d) A nmil-in application shall be rejected for any of
the foll owi ng reasons:

(1) An inconplete portion of the application which
makes it inpossible for the registrar to determine the eligibility
of the applicant to register;

(ti) A portion of the application which is
illegible in the opinion of the county registrar and makes it
i npossible to determne the eligibility of the applicant to
register;

(tii1) The county registrar is unable to determ ne,
fromthe address and information stated on the application, the
precinct in which the voter should be assigned or the supervisor

district in which he is entitled to vote;
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(tv) The applicant is not qualified to register to
vote pursuant to Section 23-15-11;

(v) The registrar determnes that the applicant is
registered as a qualified elector of the county;

(vi) The county registrar is unable to verify the
application pursuant to subsection (2)(b) of this section.

(e) If the mail-in application of a person is subject
to rejection for any of the reasons set forth in paragraph (d)(i)
through (iii) of this subsection, and it appears to the registrar
that the defect or omssion is of such a mnor nature and that any
necessary additional information may be supplied by the applicant
over the tel ephone or by further correspondence, the registrar my
wite or call the applicant at the tel ephone nunber provided on
the application. |If the registrar is able to contact the
applicant by nmail or tel ephone, he shall attenpt to ascertain the
necessary information and if this information is sufficient for
the registrar to conplete the application, the applicant shall be
registered. |If the necessary information cannot be obtai ned by
mail or telephone or is not sufficient, the registrar shall give
the applicant witten notice of the rejection and provide the
reason for the rejection. The registrar shall further informthe
applicant that he has a right to attenpt to register by appearing
in person or by filing another mail-in application.

(f) If amil-in application is subject to rejection
for the reason stated in paragraph (d)(v) of this subsection and
the "present hone address"” portion of the application is different
fromthe residence address for the applicant found in the
regi stration book, the mail-in application shall be deened a
witten request to transfer registration pursuant to Section
23-15-13. Subject to the tinme [imts and other provisions of
Section 23-15-13, the registrar or the el ection comm ssioners
shal |l note the new residence address on his records and, if

necessary, transfer the applicant to his new county precinct or
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muni ci pal precinct, if any, advise the applicant of his new county
preci nct or municipal precinct, if any, polling place and
supervi sor district.

(3) The instructions and the application formfor voter
registration by mail shall be in a formestablished by rule duly
adopted by the Secretary of State.

(4) (a) The Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish
w t hout charge the necessary forns for application for voter
registration by mail to each county registrar, nunicipal clerk
all public schools, each private school that requests such
applications, and all public libraries.

(b) The Secretary of State shall distribute wthout
charge sufficient fornms for application for voter registration by
mail to the Comm ssioner of Public Safety, who shall distribute
such forns to each driver's |license exam ning and renewal station
in the state, and shall ensure that the forns are regularly
available to the public at such stations.

(c) Bulk quantities of forms for application for voter
registration by mail shall be furnished by the Secretary of State
to any person or organization. The Secretary of State shal
charge a person or organi zation the actual cost he incurs in
providing bul k quantities of fornms for application for voter
regi stration to such person or organization.

(5) The originals of conpleted mail-in applications shal
remain on file in the office of the county registrar in accordance
W th Section 23-15-113. Nothing in this section shall preclude
havi ng applications on mcrofilm mcrofiche or as an electronic
i mage.

(6) If the applicant indicates on the application that he
resides within the city limts of a city or town in the county of
registration, the county registrar shall enter the information
into the Statewi de Centralized Voter System The county registrar

shal | send municipal voting precinct information by United States
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first-class mail, postage prepaid, to the person at the address
provided on the application. Any and all mailing costs incurred
by the county registrar or the clerk of the municipality in
effectuating this subsection shall be paid by the governing
authority of the municipality. |If a review of the application for
registration or changes to the registration indicates that the
applicant is not qualified to vote in the nmunicipality, the
registrar shall notify the applicant of the correct county

preci nct.

(7) If the applicant indicates on the application that he
has previously registered to vote in another county of this state
or another state, notice to the voter's previous county of
registration in this state shall be provided by the Statew de
Centralized Voter System |If the voter's previous place of
registration was in another state, notice shall be provided to the
voter's previous state of residence if the Statewi de Centralized
Voter System has that capability.

(8) Any person who attenpts to register to vote by nai
shall be subject to the penalties for false registration provided
for in Section 23-15-17.

SECTION 3. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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