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Representatives Rotenberry, Lott To: Apportionment and
El ecti ons

HOUSE BI LL NO. 473

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-165, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REQUI RE THE CENTRALI ZED DATABASE OF REQ STERED VOTERS TO
| NCLUDE THE SOCI AL SECURI TY NUMBER OF EACH REG STERED VOTER | N THE
STATE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-165, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-165. (1) Fromand after July 1, 2002, the Ofice of
the Secretary of State, in cooperation with the |local registrars
and el ection comm ssioners, shall begin to procure, inplenent and
mai ntain an el ectronic informati on processing system and prograns
capable of maintaining a centralized database of all registered

voters in the state. The database shall include the soci al

security nunber of each registered voter in the state. The system

shal | enconpass software and hardware, at both the state and
county |l evel, software devel opnent training, conversion and
support and nai ntenance for the system This system shall be
known as the "Statew de Centralized Voter System and shal
constitute the official record of registered voters in every
county of the state.
(2) The Ofice of the Secretary of State shall devel op and

i npl enent the Statew de Centralized Voter System so that the
regi strar and el ection comm ssioners of each county shall:

(a) Verify that an applicant that is registering to
vote in such county is not registered to vote in another county;

(b) Be notified automatically that a regi stered voter

inits county has registered to vote in another county;
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(c) Receive regular reports of death, changes of
address and convictions for disenfranchising crines that apply to
voters registered in the county; and

(d) Retain all present functionality related to, but
not limted to, the use of voter roll data and to inplenment such
other functionality as the law requires to enhance the nai ntenance
of accurate county voter records and related jury selection and
redi stricting prograns.

(3) As a part of the procurenent and inplenentation of the
system the Ofice of the Secretary of State shall, with the
assi stance of the advisory conmttee, procure services necessary
to convert current voter registration records in the counties into
a standard, industry accepted file format that can be used on the
Statewi de Centralized Voter System Thereafter, all official
voter information shall be maintained on the Statew de Centralized
Voter System The standard industry accepted format of data shal
be reviewed and approved by a majority of the advisory commttee
created in subsection (5) of this section after consultation with
the Grcuit Cerks Association and the format may not be changed
wi thout majority approval of the advisory conmttee and w t hout
consulting the Grcuit Cerks Association.

(4) The Secretary of State may, with the assistance of the
advi sory comm ttee, adopt rules and regul ati ons necessary to
adm ni ster the Statewide Centralized Voter System Such rul es and
regul ations shall at |east:

(a) Provide for the establishnment and mai nt enance of a
centralized database for all voter registration information in the
st at e;

(b) Provide procedures for integrating data into the
central i zed dat abase;

(c) Provide security to insure that only the registrar,

or his designee or other appropriate official, as the |aw may
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require, can add information to, delete information from and
nodi fy information in the system

(d) Provide the registrar or his designee or other
appropriate official, as the law may require, access to the system
at all tinmes, including the ability to downl oad copies of the
i ndustry standard file, for all purposes related to their official
duties, including, but not limted to, exclusive access for the
purpose of printing of all |ocal pollbooks;

(e) Provide security and protection of all information
in the systemand nonitor the systemto ensure that unauthorized
access is not allowed,

(f) Provide a procedure that will allow the registrar,
or his designee or other appropriate official, as the |aw may
require, to identify the precinct and subprecinct to which a voter
shoul d be assigned; and

(g) Provide a procedure for phasing in or converting
exi sting manual and conputerized voter registration systens in
counties to the Statewi de Centralized Voter System

(5) The Secretary of State shall establish an advisory
commttee to assist in devel oping system specifications,
procurenent, inplenentation and mai ntenance of the Statew de
Centralized Voter System The commttee shall include two (2)
representatives fromthe Grcuit Cerks Association, appointed by
the association; tw (2) representatives fromthe El ection
Comm ssi oners Associ ation of M ssissippi, appointed by the
associ ation; one (1) nenber of the M ssissippi Association of
Supervisors, or its staff, appointed by the association; the
Director of the Stennis Institute of Governnment at M ssissipp
State University, or his designee; the Executive Director of the
Departnent of Information Technol ogy Services, or his designee;
two (2) persons know edgeabl e about el ections and information

t echnol ogy appoi nted by the Secretary of State; and the Secretary
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of State, who shall serve as the chairman of the advisory
committee.

(6) (a) Social security nunbers, tel ephone nunbers and date
of birth and age information in statew de, district, county and
muni ci pal voter registration files shall be exenpt from and shal
not be subject to inspection, exam nation, copying or reproduction
under the M ssissippi Public Records Act of 1983.

(b) Copies of statew de, district, county or nunici pal
voter registration files, excluding social security nunbers,
t el ephone nunbers and date of birth and age information, shall be
provided to any person in accordance with the M ssissippi Public
Records Act of 1983 at a cost not to exceed the actual cost of
pr oducti on.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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