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Representative Wiittington To: Apportionment and
El ections

HOUSE BI LL NO. 443

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-629, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO ADD TEMPORARI LY PHYSI CALLY DI SABLED PERSONS TO THE TYPES OF
PERSONS VWHO MAY AUTOVATI CALLY RECEI VE AN ABSENTEE BALLOT FOR ALL
ELECTI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-629, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-629. (1) The application for an absentee ballot of a

person who is tenporarily physically disabled or permanently

physi cal |y di sabl ed nay be acconpani ed by a statenent signed and
sworn to by such person's physician, or nurse practitioner, which
statenent nust show that the affiant is a |licensed, practicing
medi cal doctor or nurse practitioner and must indicate that the

person is tenporarily physically disabled or permanently

physi cal |y di sabl ed.
(2) An application acconpani ed by the statenment provided for

in subsection (1) of this section shall entitle such tenporarily

physi cal |y di sabl ed or permanently physically disabled person to

automatically receive an absentee ballot for all elections on a
continuing basis wi thout the necessity for reapplication.

(3) The registrar of each county shall keep an accurate |i st
of the names and addresses of all persons whose applications for
absentee ball ot are acconpanied by the statement set forth in
subsection (1) of this section. Sixty (60) days prior to each
el ection, the registrar shall deliver such list to the
conmmi ssi oners of election who shall examine the list and delete
fromit the names of all persons |listed who are no | onger

qualified electors of the county. Upon conpletion of such
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exam nation, the comm ssioners of election shall return the |ist
to the registrar by no later than forty-five (45) days prior to
the el ection.

(4) The registrar shall send a ballot to all persons who are
determ ned by the comm ssioners of election to be qualified
el ectors pursuant to subsection (3) of this section by no later
than forty (40) days prior to the el ection.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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