M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representative Zuber To: WIldlife, Fisheries and
Par ks

HOUSE BI LL NO. 388

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-4-4, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
2 AUTHORI ZE THE COWMM SSI ON ON W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND PARKS TO ENTER
3 |INTO A MJUTUAL AGREEMENT W TH THE STATE OF ALABANMA ESTABLI SH NG

4 RECIPROCITY AS TO THE USE OF RESI DENT FI SHI NG LI CENSES BY CI Tl ZENS
5 OF EACH STATE SI XTY-FI VE YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, AND FOR RELATED

6 PURPOSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
8 SECTION 1. Section 49-4-4, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

9 anended as follows:

10 49-4-4. (1) There is hereby created the M ssissipp

11 Commi ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks, to be conposed of

12 five (5) persons appointed by the Governor, with the advice and
13 consent of the Senate, for a termof five (5 years. One (1)

14 person shall be appointed fromeach congressional district. The
15 initial ternms of the nenbers shall be one (1), two (2), three (3),
16 four (4) and five (5) years, respectively. Thereafter, all terns
17 shall be for five (5) years. An appointnment to fill a vacancy

18 which arises for reasons other than by expiration of a term of

19 office shall be nmade fromthe respective congressional district

20 for the unexpired termonly.

21 (2) The comm ssion shall elect fromits nmenbership a

22 chairman who shall preside over neetings and a vice chairmn who
23 shall preside in the absence of the chairnman or when the chairman
24 shall be excused.

25 (3) The conmm ssion shall adopt rules and regul ati ons

26 governing tinmes and places for neetings and governi ng the manner
27 of conducting its business. Each nenber of the conmm ssion shal

28 take the oath prescribed by Section 268 of the M ssissipp

29 Constitution, and shall enter into bond in the amount of Thirty

H B. No. 388 *HR40/R786> Gl/ 2
06/ HRAO/ R786
PAGE 1 (JW&\ BD)



30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62

Thousand Dol | ars ($30, 000.00) to be approved by the Secretary of
State, conditioned according to |aw, and payable to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi before assum ng the duties of office. Any nenber who
shall not attend three (3) consecutive regular neetings of the
conmm ssion shall be subject to renoval by a majority vote of the
conmi ssi on nenbers.

(4) The nenbers of the comm ssion shall receive no annual
sal ary but shall receive per diemconpensation as authorized by
| aw for each day devoted to the discharge of official duties and
shall be entitled to reinbursenent for all actual and necessary
expenses incurred in the discharge of their duties, including
m | eage as aut horized by | aw.

The comm ssion shall be conposed of persons with a
denonstrated history of involvenent in at |east one (1) of the
matters of jurisdiction of the conm ssion and whose enpl oynent and
activities are not in conflict. Al of the conmm ssioners shall be
an active outdoorsman hol ding a resident hunting or fishing
license in at least five (5) of the ten (10) years preceding
appoi ntnent. A nenber shall not have a record of conviction of
violation of fish or game | aws and regulations wthin five (5)
years precedi ng appoi ntnent or a record of any fel ony conviction.

(5) The comm ssion shall have the power to adopt, anend and
repeal such regulations and rules as nay be necessary for the
operation of the departnent.

(6) The comm ssion shall have the power and authority to
issue all licenses and permts under the jurisdiction of the
depart nent .

(7) In the furtherance of its duties and responsibilities,
the comm ssion may conduct hearings, gather testinony and perform
other functions required to carry out its powers and duties as
prescribed by statute.

(8) The comm ssion shall have all power for conserving,

managi ng and devel oping wildlife and fishery resources except for
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saltwater aquatic life and marine resources under the jurisdiction
of the M ssissippi Conm ssion on Marine Resources.

(9) The comm ssion may enter into a reciprocal agreenent

with the State of Al abama exenpting persons sixty-five (65) years

of age or older fromstate fishing |license requirenents. The

agreenent shall provide that a citizen of either Al abama or

M ssi ssippi who is sixty-five (65) years of age or ol der and who

is authorized to fish in either Al abama or M ssissippi under each

state's respective statutes or regulations shall be entitled to

fish in both states.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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