M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By: Representative Cuice To: Public Health and Human
Servi ces

HOUSE BI LL NO. 335

1 AN ACT TO CODI FY NEW SECTI ON 73-9-30, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF

2 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAM NERS TO GRANT

3 LIMTED I NSTI TUTI ONAL LI CENSES FOR THE PRACTI CE OF DENTI STRY OR

4 DENTAL HYG ENE | N STATE SUPPORTED | NSTI TUTI ONS TO GRADUATES OF

5 RECOGNI ZED FOREI GN DENTAL SCHOOLS OR DENTAL HYd ENE SCHOOLS; TO

6 PRESCRI BE THE PROCEDURE AND CONDI TI ONS FOR THE | SSUANCE OF LI M TED
7 I NSTI TUTI ONAL LI CENSES FOR THE PRACTI CE OF DENTI STRY OR DENTAL

8 HYQ ENE; TO AMEND SECTI ON 73-9-23, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO

9 CONFORM TO THE PRECEDI NG SECTI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

10 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
11 SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section

12 73-9-30, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

13 73-9-30. The State Board of Dental Exam ners may grant

14 limted institutional licenses for the practice of dentistry or

15 dental hygiene in state institutions to graduates of foreign

16 dental schools or dental hygi ene schools that are recogni zed by
17 the licensure authorities of the countries in which the schools
18 are located, subject to the conditions as set out in this section.
19 Any graduate of such a recognized foreign dental school or
20 dental hygi ene school who is enployed or is being considered for
21 enploynent to practice dentistry or dental hygiene in one or nore
22 M ssissippi state-supported institutions |ocated in the sane

23 county shall make application for the license to the State Board
24 of Dental Exam ners on a form prescribed by the board. The

25 application shall state the institution or institutions in which
26 the applicant has assurance of enploynent. The board may

27 establish m nimum standards of qualifications including noral,

28 experience and proficiency for those applicants. The application
29 and the board' s recommendati on shall be forwarded to the governing
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body and director of the institution or institutions in which the
applicant wi shes to practice.

Upon recei pt of an approved application fromthe board, the
governi ng body and director of the institution shall submt the
application for review to the |local dental or dental hygi ene
society, the nenber of the governing board of the M ssissipp
Dental Association or the M ssissippi Dental Hygienists
Association of the district in which the institution is |ocated
and the nenber of the State Board of Dental Exam ners of the
district in which the institution is located. A fornal
recommendation fromeach of these, along with that of the
governi ng body and director of the institution, shall becone a
part of the application, and shall then be returned to the board.
If a mpjority of the recormmendations are in favor of the
applicant, the board may, in its discretion, issue a limted
| icense to practice dentistry or dental hygiene in that
institution. The holder of such a license shall be subject to al
the laws of the State of M ssissippi governing the practice of
dentistry or dental hygiene.

The license shall be for one (1) year and shall be in such
formas the board prescribes, and shall be issued for practice in
a particular institution and shall not be endorsable to another
state. The license nust be renewed annually, after such review as
the board considers necessary. A graduate of a foreign dental
school or dental hygi ene school so licensed may hold a limted
institutional license for not nore than five (5) years; however,
the board, in its discretion, may waive the five-year l[imtation
on limted institutional |icenses for any graduate of a foreign
dental school or dental hygi ene school who holds the |icense.

It is the intent of this section to enable M ssissippi state
supported institutions to utilize the services of qualified
graduates of foreign dental schools and dental hygi ene schools

during the period necessary for themto secure citizenship papers,
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and to neet other requirenents for a regular dental or dental
hygi ene |icense. The board may, in its discretion, refuse to
renew, or revoke a limted license if the holder of the |icense
has failed to avail hinself or herself of the opportunity to take
the exam nation for regular |licensure after becomng eligible for
t he exam nation

The board may establish reasonable and uniformlicense fees
and shall neke such rules and regulations as it considers
necessary to carry out the purposes of this section.

SECTION 2. Section 73-9-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

73-9-23. (1) No person who desires to practice dentistry or
dental hygiene in the State of M ssissippi shall be |licensed until

t hat person has passed an exam nation by the board, except as

ot herwi se provided in Section 73-9-30. Applicants for exam nation

shall apply in witing to the board for an exam nation at | east
thirty (30) days before the exam nation and shall upon application
pay a nonrefundable fee as el sewhere provided in this chapter.

(2) An applicant for licensure by exam nation as a denti st
who is a graduate of a dental school accredited by the Conm ssion
on Dental Accreditation of the Anerican Dental Association (ADA),
or its successor conm ssion, shall:

(a) Be of good noral character, be possessed of a high
school education, and have attai ned the age of twenty-one (21)
years;

(b) Exhibit with the application a diploma or
certificate of graduation fromthe ADA accredited dental school;
and

(c) Have successfully conpleted Parts | and Il of the
Nat i onal Board Exam nations of the Joint Comm ssion on National
Dental Exam nations, or its successor comm ssion, unless the

applicant graduated from an accredited dental school before 1960.
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(3) An applicant for licensure by exam nation as a denti st
who is a graduate of a non-ADA accredited foreign country dent al
school shall

(a) Be of good noral character and have attained the
age of twenty-one (21) years;

(b) Be proficient in oral and witten comrunications in
the English | anguage;

(c) Have conpleted not Iess than six (6) academ c years
of postsecondary study and graduated froma foreign dental school
that is recognized by the licensure authorities in that country;

(d) Have been licensed as a dentist or admtted to the
practice of dentistry in the foreign country in which the
applicant received foreign dental school training;

(e) Present docunentation of having conpleted at | east
two (2) or nore years of full-tine postdoctoral dental education
in a dental school accredited by the Comm ssion on Dental
Accreditation of the Anerican Dental Association, or its successor
comm ssion, and has been certified by the dean of the accredited
dental school as having achieved the sane | evel of didactic and
clinical conpetence as expected of a graduate of the school; and

(f) Have successfully conpleted Parts | and Il of the
Nat i onal Board Exam nations of the Joint Comm ssion on National
Dental Exam nations, or its successor comm ssion, unless the
applicant graduated from an approved dental school before 1960.

(4) An applicant for licensure by exam nation as a dental
hygi eni st who is a graduate of a dental hygi ene school accredited
by the Comm ssion on Dental Accreditation of the American Dental
Association (ADA), or its successor comm ssion, shall:

(a) Be of good noral character, be possessed of a high
school education and have attained the age of eighteen (18) years;
(b) Exhibit with the application a diploma or
certificate of graduation fromthe ADA accredited dental hygiene

school ; and
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(c) Have successfully conpleted the National Board
Dent al Hygi ene Exam nations of the Joint Comm ssion on National
Dental Exam nations, or its successor conm ssion.

(5 An applicant for licensure by exam nation as a dental
hygi eni st who is a graduate of a non-ADA accredited foreign
country dental hygi ene school shall:

(a) Be of good noral character and have attained the
age of eighteen (18) years;

(b) Be proficient in oral and witten comrunications in
the English | anguage;

(c) Have conpleted not less than two (2) academ c years
of postsecondary study and graduated froma foreign dental hygi ene
school that is recognized by the licensure authorities in that
country;

(d) Have been licensed as a dental hygienist or
admtted to the practice of dental hygiene in the foreign country
in which the applicant received foreign dental hygi ene school
trai ni ng;

(e) Present docunentation of having conpleted at | east
one or nore years of full-time postgraduate clinical education in
a dental hygi ene school accredited by the Comm ssion on Dental
Accreditation of the Anerican Dental Association, or its successor
comm ssion, and has been certified by the dean of the accredited
dental hygi ene school as having achi eved the sane | evel of
didactic and clinical conpetence as expected of a graduate of the
school ; and

(f) Have successfully conpleted the National Board
Dent al Hygi ene Exam nations of the Joint Comm ssion on National
Dental Exam nations, or its successor conm ssion.

(6) Applications shall be made in the formand content as
required in this section and as shall be prescribed by the board,
and each applicant shall submt upon request such proof as the

board may require as to age, character and qualifications.
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Applications nust be signed by two (2) citizens of the state of
which the applicant is a resident, attesting under oath that the
applicant is of good noral character. Al applicants for

i censure shall submt an endorsenent fromall states in which he
or she is currently licensed or has ever been |icensed to practice
dentistry or dental hygiene. The board may disallow the |licensure
exam nation to any applicant who has been found guilty of any of
the grounds for disciplinary action as enunerated in Section
73-9-61.

(7) Examnation shall be as el sewhere provided in this
chapter and the board nmay by its rules and regul ati ons prescri be
reasonabl e professional standards for oral, witten, clinical and
ot her exam nations given to applicants, and, if deened necessary
by the board, include a requirenent that |icensure exam nations of
applicants be conducted utilizing Iive human subjects. Each
appl i cant shall appear before the board and be exam ned to
determne his or her learning and skill in dentistry or dental
hygi ene. |f found by the nmenbers of the board conducting the
exam nation to possess sufficient |learning and skill therein and
to be of good noral character, the board shall, as early as
practicable, grant to the person a license to practice dentistry
or dental hygiene, as the case may be, which shall be signed by
each nmenber of the board who attended the exam nation and approved
the i ssuance of a license.

(8) The Board of Dental Examiners may, at its own
di scretion, accept certification of a |icensure applicant, either
dentist or dental hygienist, by the National Board Exam nations of
the Joint Comm ssion on National Dental Exam nations, or its
successor conm ssion, in lieu of the witten exam nation.

However, in all such instances the board shall retain the right to
adm ni ster such further witten and practical exam nations and

denonstrations as it deens necessary.

H B. No. 335 *HRO3/R328*
06/ HRO3/ R328
PAGE 6 (RF\LH)



193 (9) Each application or filing made under this section shall
194 include the social security nunber(s) of the applicant in

195 accordance with Section 93-11-64.

196 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
197 and after July 1, 2006.
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