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Represent ati ve Brown To: Education;
Appropri ations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 321

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-151-85, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO AUTHORI ZE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS TO REI MBURSE TEMPORARY OR
SUBSTI TUTE SCHOOL BUS DRI VERS FOR THE COSTS REQUI RED FOR A
COMVERCI AL DRI VER' S LI CENSE AND TO AUTHORI ZE THE SPECI AL STATE
SCHOOLS ADM NI STERED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO RElI MBURSE
SCHOOL BUS DRI VERS FOR SUCH COST; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-151-85, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-151-85. (1) The amount to be allotted by the State Board
of Education for transportation shall be determ ned as foll ows:

The State Department of Education shall calculate the cost of
transportation in school districts by ascertaining the average
cost per pupil in average daily attendance of transported pupils
in school districts classified in different density groups as
determ ned by the State Departnent of Education. Based on these
cal cul ations, the State Departnent of Education shall develop a
scale for determining the allowable cost per pupil in different
density groups, which scale shall provide greatest allowance per
pupil transported in school districts with |owest densities and
smal | est al |l owance per pupil in school districts with highest
densities. The total allowance in the adequate educati on program
for transported children for any school district for the current
year shall be the average daily attendance of the transported
children for the nine (9) nonths of the prior year, nmultiplied by
the all owance per transported pupil as provided herein. However,
the State Department of Education is hereby authorized and
enpowered to nmake proper adjustnments in allotnents, under rules

and regul ations of the State Board of Education, in cases where
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maj or changes in the nunber of children in average daily
attendance transported occur fromone (1) year to another as a
result of changes or alterations in the boundaries of school
districts, a change in or relocation of attendance centers, or for
ot her reasons which would result in major decrease or increase in
the nunber of children in average daily attendance transported
during the current school year as conpared with the preceding
year. Moreover, the State Board of Education is hereby authorized
and enpowered to nake such paynents to all districts and/or

uni versity-based prograns as deened necessary in connection with
transporting exceptional children as defined in Section 37-23-3.
The State Board of Education shall establish and inplenent al
necessary rules and regulations to allot transportation paynents
to university-based prograns. |n devel oping density

cl assifications under the provisions hereof, the State Departnent
of Education may give consideration to the Iength of the route,
the sparsity of the population, the | ack of adequate roads,

hi ghways and bridges, and the presence of |arge streans or other
geographic obstacles. In addition to funds allotted under the
above provisions, funds shall be allotted to each school district
that transports students fromtheir assigned school or attendance
center to classes in an approved vocational -technical center at a
rate per mle not to exceed the average statew de cost per mle of
school bus transportation during the precedi ng year excl usive of
bus replacenment. All such transportation nust have prior approval
by the State Departnent of Education.

(2) The average daily attendance of transported children
shall be reported by the school district in which such children
attend school. If children living in a school district are
transported at the expense of such school district to another
school district, the average daily attendance of such transported
children shall be deducted by the State Departnent of Education

fromthe aggregate average daily attendance of transported
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children in the school district in which they attend school and
shall be added to the aggregate average daily attendance of
transported children of the school district fromwhich they cone
for the purpose of calculating transportation allotnents.
However, such deduction shall not be made for the purpose of

cal cul ati ng adequat e educati on program pupil -based fundi ng.

(3) The State Departnent of Education shall include in the
al l onance for transportation for each school district an anpunt
for the replacenent of school buses or the purchase of new buses,
whi ch anmount shall be cal cul ated upon the estimted useful life of
all school buses being used for the transportation of children in
such school district, whether such buses be publicly or privately
owned.

(4) The school boards of all districts operating school bus
transportation are authorized and directed to establish a salary
schedul e for school bus drivers. No school district shall be
entitled to receive the funds herein allotted for transportation
unl ess it pays each of its nonstudent adult school bus drivers
paid from such transportation allotnments a m ni num of One Hundred
Ni nety Dol lars ($190.00) per nmonth. In addition, |ocal school

boards nmay conpensate school bus drivers, to include tenporary or

substitute bus drivers, for actual expenses incurred when

acquiring an initial comercial |license or any renewal of a
commercial license in order to drive a school bus. |In addition,

| ocal school boards may conpensate school bus drivers, to include

tenporary or substitute bus drivers, for expenses, not to exceed

One Hundred Dol lars ($100.00), when acquiring an initial medical
exam or any renewal of a nedical exam in order to qualify for a
commercial driver's |icense.

(5) The State Board of Education shall be authorized and
enpowered to use such part of the funds appropriated for

transportation in the adequate education fund as nmay be necessary
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to finance driver training courses as provided for in Section
37-41-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

(6) The State Board of Education, acting through the
Departnent of Education, may conpensate school bus drivers, to

i nclude tenporary or substitute bus drivers, who are providing

driving services to the various state operated schools, such as
the M ssissippi School for the Deaf, the M ssissippi School for
the Blind, the M ssissippi School of the Arts, the M ssissipp
School for Math and Science and any other simlar state operated
school s, for actual expenses incurred when acquiring an initial
commercial license or any renewal of a commercial |icense in order

to drive a school bus, to include the expense, not to exceed One

Hundred Dol l ars ($100.00), of acquiring an initial medical exam or

any renewal of a nedical examin order to qualify for a conmerci al

driver's |license.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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