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Representati ve Brown To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 308
(As Sent to Governor)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-43-1, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS TO MAKE AVAI LABLE SURPLUS TEXTBOOKS TO
THE PARENTS OR LEGAL GUARDI ANS OF ANY CHI LDREN OF SCHOOL AGE WHO
RESI DE | N THE SCHOOL DI STRI CT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 37-43-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-43-1. (1) This chapter is intended to furnish a plan for
t he adoption, purchase, distribution, care and use of free
t ext books to be |l oaned to the pupils in all elenmentary and high
school s of M ssi ssi ppi .

(2) The books herein provided by the State Board of
Education, which shall be the State Textbook Procurenent
Commi ssi on, shall be distributed and | oaned free of cost to the
children of the free public schools of the state and of all other
school s located in the state, which maintain educational standards
equi valent to the standards established by the State Departnent of
Education for the state schools as outlined in the Approval
Requi renents of the State Board of Education for Nonpublic
School s.

(3) Teachers shall permt all pupils in all grades of any
public school to carry to their honmes for honme study, the free
t ext books | oaned to them and any other regul ar textbooks whet her
they be free textbooks or not.

(4) For the purposes of this chapter, the term "board" shal
nmean the State Board of Educati on.

(5) Textbook shall be defined as any nmedium or manual of

i nstruction which contains a systematic presentation of the
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princi ples of a subject and which constitutes a major
instructional vehicle for that subject.

(6) In addition to the authority granted in this chapter,

| ocal school boards shall neke avail able to the parents or |egal

guardi ans of any children of school age who reside in the school

district admnistered by the school board, upon request, any

t ext books on the state surplus inventory list. The parent or

| egal guardian is responsible for the return of the textbook(s) to

the | ocal school district upon conpletion of the textbook(s) use.

Failure to return the textbook(s) to the school district wll

result in the parents or | egal guardi ans bei ng responsi ble for

conpensating the school district for the fair nmarket val ue of the

t ext book(s). This subsection shall stand repeal ed fromand after

July 1, 2008.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2006.
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