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Representati ve Reynol ds To: Apportionment and
El ections

HOUSE BI LL NO. 221
(As Passed t he House)

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS OF ANY COUNTY
OR GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TY OF ANY MUNI Cl PALI TY MAY PETITION A CRCU T
COURT I N HI NDS COUNTY TO REQUEST THAT SUCH PETI TI ONI NG COUNTY' S
ELECTI ONS BE DELAYED AND RESCHEDULED, AND ALTERNATE VOTI NG
LOCATI ONS AND SYSTEMS BE SPECI FI ED W THI N A CERTAIN TI ME FROM THE
ORI G NAL DATE OF AN ELECTI ON DURI NG EMERGENCI ES THAT AFFECT THE
ELECTORAL PROCESS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. The board of supervisors of any county or

governing authority of any nmunicipality may petition a circuit
court in Hnds County to request that such petitioning county's or
petitioning municipality's elections be delayed and reschedul ed,
or alternate voting | ocations and systens be specified by such
Hinds County Circuit Court within ninety (90) days fromthe
original date of an election, if the follow ng conditions occur
(a) The Governor proclains a state of energency in the
petitioning county or petitioning nmunicipality and the state of
energency interferes with the electoral process in such a nanner
that prohibits electors fromvoting; or
(b) If energency circunstances, not constituting a
decl ared state of energency, interfere with the el ectoral process.
The Hi nds County Circuit Judge that reschedul es the el ections
or determnes alternate voting | ocations and systens shall direct
the rescheduling of the election until a specific date provided
that the sanme date nust be set for the entirety of any district in
which an election is being rescheduled or alternate voting
| ocations and systens are determ ned.

(c) If the circuit court enters any order affecting any

el ection under this act, any person nay i medi ately appeal such
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order to the Suprene Court and such appeal shall take precedence

over all other appeals and shall be decided by the Suprene Court

with all deliberate speed.

SECTION 2. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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